
SLA cancels liquor license for "Hooters-style bar” 
proposed for neighborhood 
Gramercy Park Block Association and Community Board 6 BASA 
Committee work together 
 
Report by GPBA Quality of Life Committee Chair Sean Brady 
 
In June of 2013, GPBA President Arlene Harrison and I attended a Community Board 6 Business 
and Street Affairs (“BASA”) Committee meeting and heard about a wonderful new upscale 
restaurant planned for 344 3rd Ave. (between 25th and 26th Streets).  The applicant spoke of a 
Michelin-starred chef and their plans to serve a quality menu.  The BASA committee voted "no 
objection" to a full liquor license at this location. 
 
Prior to the meeting, GPBA researched the proposed proprietor and his prior establishment, and 
found that his presentation before the BASA committee accurately described what we found in 
our research. 
 
Several days after the meeting, that "sole proprietor" was joined on the license application by the 
three owners of an infamous Hooters-style Long Island bar called “Bottomz Up”, the method of 
operation was changed to a full-on sports bar with 45 large screen TVs, and by the bar’s own 
admission ‘elevated sports bar fare.’ The New York City branch of Bottomz Up then filed for a 
liquor license with the State Liquor Authority ("SLA"), claiming falsely that CB6 approved of their 
proposed method of operation. 
 
Today, after months of hard work by Nicole Paikoff (BASA Chair) and members of the BASA 
committee, the full board of the SLA voted to cancel Bottomz Up's liquor license due to the 
misrepresentation that they perpetrated on CB6 and on the members of our community.  I 
attended the meeting as a GPBA representative to support Nicole and BASA, and I had an 
opportunity to present our concerns directly to the Deputy CEO of the SLA, Michael Jones.  Then 
Nicole and an SLA prosecutor presented the case to the full board and won this excellent 
decision.   
 
“We are grateful to SLA for taking the board’s concerns so seriously while looking into this 
matter. Our committee’s goal is always to balance the needs of our area residents and 
businesses so both may thrive,” said Paikoff.  “One of the worst things an applicant can do 
is present the board with one method of operation than open as something entirely 
different.  Essentially, when this happens it negates the board’s ability to advise whether a 
license is in the best interest of the community and/or the impact it may have on quality of 
life for area residents,” she added. 
 
"This SLA decision is great news for both the community and the community board working 
together," said Harrison. "It holds liquor license applicants accountable, by requiring them to tell 
the truth in their presentations.  We can then me more effective in working with BASA to promote 
"real" restaurants and in slowing down the proliferation of bars in the 3rd Avenue, East 20s 
nightlife district.   
 
“We are very happy to have such a strong and supportive relationship with the GPBA,” said 
Paikoff.  “Community input is paramount to making our committee as effective as possible.  
Having the GPBA at every meeting has only helped us make strong decisions that benefit 
the community,” she added   


