
Gramercy Park News Flash:  
Bottomz Up Bar Liquor License Cancelled 
 
Dear Gramercy Park Neighbors, 
  
In June of 2013, Arlene Harrison and I attended a Community Board 6 Business and Street 
Affairs (“BASA”) Committee meeting and heard about a wonderful new high-end Italian 
restaurant planned for 344 3rd Ave. (between 25th and 26th Streets).  Their Michelin-
starred chef spoke at length about his proposed menu and the sole proprietor of the 
proposed business spoke about his previous experience running an excellent Italian 
restaurant on the Upper West Side.  The BASA committee voted "no objection" to a full 
liquor license at this location. 
 
Prior to the meeting, GPBA researched the proposed proprietor and his prior 
establishment, and found that his presentation before the BASA committee accurately 
described what we found in our research. 
 
Three days after the meeting, that "sole proprietor" was joined on the license application 
by the three owners of an infamous Hooters-style Long Island bar called “Bottomz Up”, the 
method of operation was changed to a full-on sports bar with 41 large screen TVs, and the 
Michelin chef was dropped. The New York City branch of Bottomz Up then filed for a liquor 
license with the State Liquor Authority ("SLA"), claiming falsely that CB6 approved of their 
proposed method of operation.  
 
Today, after months of hard work by Nicole Paikoff (BASA Chair) and members of the 
BASA committee, the full board of the SLA voted to cancel Bottomz Up's liquor license 
due to the deception that they perpetrated on CB6 and on the members of our community.  
I attended the meeting as a GPBA representative to support Nicole and BASA, and I had 
an opportunity to present our concerns directly to the Deputy CEO of the SLA, Michael 
Jones.  Nicole and an SLA prosecutor presented the case to the full board and won this 
excellent decision. 
 
Today's decision is great news.  It directly benefits our community by forcing liquor license 
applicants to be truthful in their presentations to the community.  This will enable us to 
work more effectively with BASA in order to promote "real" restaurants and hopefully slow 
the proliferation of bars in the 3rd Avenue, East 20s nightlife district.   This is yet another 
example of the productive relationship the GPBA has enjoyed with BASA, and serves as 
excellent model for communities working with their community boards. 
  
Best regards, 
 
Sean Brady 
Chair, GPBA Quality of Life Committee  
  
Arlene Harrison 
President, GPBA 
  


