
   

SERVING 

Faithful servant drew on his professional expertise 
and deep love for his daughter to make Jill's House 
a safe place for children with special needs. 
 
Tom Zeberlein began serving Jill's House way before it was built, 
back when Lon and Brenda Solomon's dream to serve families like 
theirs was still just a great idea. The father of a daughter with an 
intellectual disability, Tom also has extensive professional 
experience in facilities management and design. So when it was time 
to begin the design phase of Jill's House, Tom was a perfect 
candidate to blend the intellectual knowledge he had about the 
intricacies in designing a facility like Jill's House with his love and 
understanding of children with special needs. 
 

"I learned about plans for Jill's House when my daughter Emily attended ACCESS Ministries at 
McLean Bible Church," said Tom. "I was fortunate enough to be asked to contribute my ideas about 
security considerations in building Jill's House. It was important to keep uninvited people out but also 
to keep the children in, all while providing a sense of openness, freedom and an ability to move 
about the facility easily. Our committee took into consideration many factors, including the layout of 
the building, the sleeping areas for the children, nursing centers, therapy rooms, the gym, activities 
and the pool. We wanted to create a lodge-like atmosphere. But safety was my number one priority." 
 
Tom's daughter Emily is now 19 and was one of the first children Jill's House served in 2010. "Emily 
can't control her muscles, has limited capacity to communicate, and can't walk unless she is 
assisted," continued Tom. "She can't talk and she is slow to respond to any stimulus. You can bang 
a pot in front of her face and she won't even blink. Emily rarely cries or feels pain. If she hears a 
familiar sound, she'll turn, but very slowly. But whenever she would come home from a stay at Jill's 
House, she seemed to have a spark. I can't really explain it. It was an extra smile, an extra glow. 
She looked like she had been charged up, and she was exhausted! This meant she had a great time 
because she had been so stimulated by her environment. It was as though she was infused with a 
new sense of life and purpose." 
 
In addition to contributing his time and talents early in the planning phase of Jill's House, Tom 
currently serves as a Jill's House ambassador, and he was on hand during our recent Open House 
on October 5 when we celebrated four years of serving families. "When I was asked, I agreed to 
become an ambassador because I love Jill's House. I love the mission and everything Jill's House 
has done for Emily." 
 
We are so grateful for Tom and his ongoing contributions to help us provide a safe and secure 
environment for the children we serve. To learn how you can serve at Jill's House, visit 
jillshouse.org/serve or call 703.639.5660. 
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Tom is a Jill's House dad, 
ambassador and helped design 
Jill's House when it was just a 
concept. 
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