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1. Lay Involvement: That the IO-MLC advocate for a more active consultative role for the laity 

in the decision making process of the Church at large. This can be done by making ourselves 

more known to the National episcopal conferences, seeking a voice at the October 2014 

Vatican Synod on the Family, and other such international conferences. 

 

2. Holy Poverty: In the spirit of Pope Francis emphasis on solidarity with the poor and 

marginalized, the IO-MLC could reinforce local MLCs reading the Nairobi document, 

Marianist Lay Communities in the Church and in the World. This would be followed by: 

o Each MLC selecting at least one action to serve the poor and one action to simplify 

their personal lifestyles. 

o Increase reception of the Friday Magnificat to all those lay Marianists with email 

addresses. 

 

3. Formation: That the IO-MLC enhance formation of lay Marianists by encouraging common 

formation vehicles. This might be done by using the North American Center for Marianist 

Studies (NACMS) Virtual Learning Courses as a base and making them available in Spanish 

and French with native speaker facilitators.  

 

4. Discipleship of Equals: Although Marianists (lay and professed) have always held 

“Discipleship of Equals” to be a defining charism, in reality the SM have often carried the 

brunt of the leadership (perhaps because of numbers, money, and organization) As Marianist 

Laity we are coming into our own maturity and now need to step up to carry our own weight, 

be an equally vital branch of the Marianist Family and examples of the Marianist charism 

This is particularly urgent now, given the dwindling numbers of vowed brothers and sisters 

in the western world. This would be manifested through more collaborative efforts, stronger 

National Family Councils, more financial responsibility on the part of the Lay Branch, etc. 

 

5. Marianist Lay Identity: There is a need to formalize the path to becoming a Lay Marianist. 

Many Marianist Laity have made a public commitment to live as lay Marianists by adopting 

a lifestyle characterized by the 5 charisms. Perhaps just as many, however, are welcomed 

into our communities but have no formal identity as lay Marianists. There often is no 

organized process to help them move from interested friends to making a formal commitment 

for at least a year. We propose that an international process be developed for becoming a 

Marianist lay man or woman. It would need to be clear, practical, and universal, yet 

adaptable to local situations. It should encourage outreach and flexibility, but give some 

practical steps for becoming a lay Marianist. 

 

6. More Specific and Standardized Directives on what Constitutes a Lay Marianist. In addition 

to formation and some form of public commitment, I think the next priority is articulating 

expectations for HOW lay Marianists live their lives. Examples could be a Rule of Life for 

Lay Marianists and MLC's. Basic standards for how often communities might meet, 

encouragement for outward ministry, some devotion to Mary, participation in efforts of local 

Family Councils, expectations for individuals and/or communities to financially support 

Marianist efforts as a way of life, not just a feel-good support group that only serves itself. 

 

7. A Master Document on Lay Identity. Take the already existing documents and distill them 

into a master document. Our existing documents offer a wealth of information on living life 

as a lay Marianist but I think if they were combined, and used a little stronger language in 

terms of expectations and commitment, they would better serve us. The SM Rule of Life has 

been updated over time. Perhaps our greatest resource is right in front of us but it's time to 

the documents more prominent. 


