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THE “COMMON MISSION” IN THE MARIANIST FAMILY (WCFM) 

With this document, its World Council – made up of the General Councils of the four 
branches– wishes to offer to its members a tool to help them understand the meaning of their 
mission and to assist them in putting into practice what is common to all. The intention is that 
at each level of the Councils of the Family the members might discern, promote and carry out 
the concrete activities of our common mission. 
 

3. The “Marianist mission” in the Church 

In a synthetic way we could say that our “common mission” is, precisely, to constitute 
ourselves and to live as a Family, in a fraternal communion of the diversity and plurality of 
vocations and ministries. Each one of us, whatever be the branch to which s/he belongs, feels 
him/herself to be a member of a  broader Family and takes to heart the concern for the life 
and development of the other branches. Through our common Marianist vocation we feel 
called to contribute to this kind of development of the “Marianist face” of the Church, more 
fraternal than hierarchical, based on the common dignity which derives from baptism, 
sensitive like Mary to the needs of the world and, with Mary, unconditionally open through 
faith to what the Lord tells us. 
 
In fact, coming out of the joyful and hope‐filled experience of our fraternal communion, and 
following the intentions of our Founders, our presence and our action as Family in the Church 
and in the world have as their fundamental purpose our witnessing to that faith, the faith of 
Mary, passing it on and forming those around us in it, with particular attention to the young. 
 

4. The mutual relationship among the branches of the MF in the common mission. 

1. The principle of the autonomy of each of the branches. As to the apostolic 
institutions engaged in service to the mission, each branch is autonomous and 
fully responsible for what it promotes and supports. 

 
2. The principle of collaboration and complementarity, which is expressed in 

mutual help and support. 
 

In the Marianist mission, the four branches are interdependent. To carry out our Marianist 

mission in the Church, therefore, we must be present and act as Family. 

 
5. Practical consequences and applications 
 
The first practical consequence of all that has been said up to this point ought to be the 
concern and mutual assistance for the implantation of the other branches of the Marianist 
Family wherever at least one branch is already implanted. 
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The second consequence is the establishment of the Family Council wherever at least two 
branches of the Family are present in order to strengthen the common mission and to plan for 
concrete activities, to revitalize it or to move it forward. 
 

 

WORLD COUNCIL of the MARIANIST FAMILY. 

OBJECTIVES 2014-2017 

1. VOCATION/FORMATION. To promote mutual cooperation in the knowledge and 

experience of charisma from our specific vocations. 

 “ The deepening in knowledge and living of the common charism requires, on the one hand, 
that each branch be interested and involved in deepening that which is proper to itself and, on 
the other hand, that all the branches collaborate in the promotion of the knowledge and living 
out of what is common.”(The “common mission” in the Marianist Family #5) 
 
… Annunciation feast MF ... MF World Day of Prayer for vocations... continental training 

centers .... religious institutes bicentennial ... sharing formation resources ... MF pastoral 

vocations teams  
  

 

2. MISSION. To promote the establishment and development of our common mission in the 

Church and in the world. 

 “Our “common mission” is, precisely, to constitute ourselves and to live as a Family, in a 
fraternal communion of the diversity and plurality of vocations and ministries.” (The “common 
mission” in the Marianist Family #3) 
 

a) To promote reflection on the document "THE COMMON MISSION IN THE MARIANIST 

FAMILY" and locally develop proposed actions on it, such as: the implementation of 

the other branches of the family, the establishment of the Family Council where there 

are two or more branches, the shared discernment of the common mission ... (see 

section 5 thereof). 

b) To continue emphasizing  the work for justice, peace and integrity of creation, sharing 

the experiences of the Family in the media (Magnificat Friday, website ...) 

c) To support the search of human and financial resources for the maintenance and 

development of the missionary projects of the Marianist Family. 

d) To emphasize our missionary commitment with youth. 

 
3. FAMILY SPIRIT. To strengthen the sense of belonging and fellowship among the branches 

within the Marianist Family. 

 “Through our common Marianist vocation we feel called to contribute to this kind of 
development of the “Marianist face” of the Church In the Marianist mission, the four branches 
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are interdependent. To carry out our Marianist mission in the Church, therefore, we must be 
present and act as Family.” (The “common mission” in the Marianist Family #4) 
 

a) To continue promoting the development and vitality of local, national and regional 
councils of the Family. 

b) To continue to develop and strengthen the media of the Family. 
 

c) To promote, at all levels of the family, the experience of our communion through 
fraternal celebrations and gatherings. 

 
d) To encourage reflection and implementation of new forms of interdependence in life 

and mission. Where possible, initiate experiences of common mission.  

 

DIALOGUE QUESTIONS FOR THE WORLD COUNCIL OF THE MARIANIST FAMILY (WCMF) 
DOCUMENT: COMMON MISSION AND OBJECTIVES 2014-2017 
 
1.      ARE THESE DOCUMENTS WELL-KNOWN? DO YOU IDENTIFY WITH THEM? 
2.      WHICH GOALS HAVE BEEN WELL ACHIEVED IN YOUR REGION, COUNTRY, TOWN? 
3.      WHAT STEPS ARE STILL NEEDED TO TAKE IN YOUR REGION, COUNTRY, TOWN? 
 
 


