
Ask and You Will Receive         
Children’s Talk by Pastor Don Ginkel 

 
Jesus said: “Ask and you will receive,” John 16:24. Say it with me: “Ask and you will receive.” I 
have in my hands three things: A penny, a quarter, and a dollar. Now I want the youngest child 
to come to me (a small girl comes forward). Now which of these three do you want? The penny? 
Okay. Now the next smallest child can come to me. Katie, (second little child). You can take the 
quarter or the dollar. But I do like to tease. Sometimes I tease my friends, so I may be teasing 
you. Which do you want – the quarter or the dollar? (she takes the quarter).  
 
Now we’re down to serious business. We’re down to the dollar bill. Big stuff, isn’t it? Okay, who 
would like to come for the dollar? A boy comes forward. I have this dollar bill in my hand. You 
can take it if you want, but the last time I offered a little boy a dollar, I quickly pulled my hand 
back. I told him I was just teasing. Now you’ll have to believe me when I say the dollar is yours 
or I may just tease and take it away from you. If you trust me and want the dollar, it’s yours. Just 
reach for it. He quickly grabs it.  
 
Now what did we learn from all this? Pastor has money to give away, huh? Now listen closely. 
Jesus says, “Ask and you will receive.” But you know what many of us do? We’re like little Emily 
who took the penny. We think God will not give us something if we ask for something big. So I’ll 
just ask for something little. Or we ask for something a little bigger, like Katie, who took the 
quarter. I want to tell you something. If Katie would have taken the dollar, would I have let  her 
have it? Sure. But she didn’t ask for it. Next time you should just ask for the dollar.  
 
Boys and girls, you can ask God for anything you want. If it doesn’t hurt you, He will answer 
your prayer. I’m going to ask God to forgive me all my sins before I go to sleep tonight. Do you 
think He’ll give that to me? Yes! I’m going to ask for other things, too. Don’t be afraid to ask God 
for small things and big things. 
 
Let’s pray: Dear God, I thank You that You love me. I thank You that I can pray to You. Help me 
pray for little things, for things a bit bigger, and for great big things. Help me not to be afraid to 
for anything and to believe that You can give to me. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


