
How to Handle Christmas                                                                                                   

By Pastor Don Ginkel 

"And there were in that same country, children keeping watch over their socks by firelight. And lo, 
Santa Claus came upon them, and the glory of his presence shone 'round about them, and they 
were enthralled. And Santa said unto them, 'Fear not, for behold I bring you good tidings of great 
gifts which will be to all people with money to afford them. For unto you is cooking this day in the 
oven of your kitchen a turkey which is surrounded by pudding and cakes, and this shall be a sign 
unto you, ye shall find the gifts wrapped in sparkling paper and lying in a pile under the tree.' And 
suddenly there was with the children a multitude of earthly relatives, praising each other and 
saying, 'Thank you, this was just what I wanted.' And it came to pass as Santa and the relatives 
were gone away into their own homes, the parents said one to another, 'Let us go even unto bed to 
avoid the mess which the kids and guests have made known unto us.' And they came with haste 
and found peace, quiet, and rest lying in a bed until morning."  

Doesn't even sound like Christmas, does it? But this does. Luke 2:25-32: 

“25Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He 
was waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's 
Christ. 27Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in 
the Child Jesus to do for Him what the custom of the Law required, 28Simeon took Him in 
his arms and praised God, saying: 29’Sovereign Lord, as You have promised, You now 
dismiss your servant in peace. 30For my eyes have seen Your salvation, 31which You have 
prepared in the sight of all people, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to 
Your people Israel.’” 

This morning we focus on a Biblical character by the name of Simeon. Simeon is not a big-time 
Biblical character. He held no high office and had no real power within the church. We meet him 
only once in the second chapter of Luke, and we never hear about him again. Yet, in this short 
account of one event in this man’s life, we see a man who knew what Christmas was all about. 

Verse 25 tells us three tremendously important things about this man—things that say a lot about 
him. 

1. What is the first thing Simeon was? Verse 25 says that he was righteous.  (Meaning that 
God saw him holy in a forensic sense. God declared him holy because of his faith.)  

2. What is the second thing Simeon was? Verse 25 also says that he was devout. That is how 
his life appeared to God and even to men. He was not just a church person. He was not a 
fake. 

3. What is the third thing Simeon was doing? Finally verse 25 says he was waiting for 
something very special. He was eagerly and anxiously waiting for God to send His 
Consolation, the Savior, into the world. 

The Bible says that Simeon believed the promises of God. He was a man who was living in the 
hustle and bustle of a self-righteous community. He was a man who went to the temple to worship 
God, but had to do so in a corrupt church.  



Verse 26 says that “It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die 
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.” He was one of very few people who had a true faith in 
the coming Messiah, the Savior. That faith kept him waiting, even in old age, for the day when 
God’s people could be delivered from their sins. Simeon was a man who refused to allow the 
church, society, his family, his job, or all the other pressures of life interfere; nothing could make 
this man miss Christmas. He was a man who was determined to focus on the coming Savior. That 
was his goal. He kept his eyes on that goal. It was his top priority. 

Missing Christ in Christmas is a number one problem among many church people today. Even on 
the day that Jesus was born, people in the little town of Bethlehem missed the event. Take the 
innkeeper, for example. He missed Christmas because he was too caught up in his business. It 
was a prosperous time of the year for innkeepers. He had to keep up with the crowds that jammed 
his inn. He even had Mary and Joseph at his door for a moment, but he still missed the whole 
thing. 

There were others who missed that first Christmas: 

1. King Herod was wrapped up in business. He was so concerned about his own career and 
personal advancement that he missed the whole thing.  

2. The customers at the inn, many of them respectable, good citizens missed Christ being 
born right under their noses. 

3. The religious leaders of that day missed Christmas. They were so caught up in their 
religious activities that they missed Christ. They had so much to do to keep religious that 
the Savior passed right by, and they missed Him completely. 

Whether it is for business reasons or religious reasons, whether it is busyness or just plain 
enjoyment, many people have a hard time coping with Christmas successfully because they get 
wrapped up in the wrong things.  

During a typical lunch hour at the University of California at Berkeley, you can hear a lot of people 
arguing for or against a certain cause, each group trying to out-shout the other. One day a young 
man sat down in the middle of the noisy crowd and held up a sign that said, “SILENT PROTEST.” 
When he was asked what it was that he was protesting against he held up another sign that said, 
“NOISE.” Let’s try to reduce some of the noise in our lives. 

There is a lot of noise in the weeks before Christmas. In one city a Salvation Army woman was told 
by a cop that the local ordinance prevented her from ringing her bells. This made the evening news 
on TV. But this law did not stop her. The next day she had more contributions than ever as she 
stood by her red kettle and waved one sign and then the other in the air. One sign said, “DING!” 
and the other, “DONG!”  

Please remember that many of the sights and sounds of Christmas are not necessarily good. I 
remember years ago visiting a home about one block from our church. We sat in the family room 
where you saw the most beautifully decorated Christmas tree. At first glance it made you gasp. Yet 
beneath the ornaments and lights the tree was dead; what’s more, it was an artificial tree and was 
always dead. I spent nearly an hour sharing the Good News about Jesus with those people. But 
when I finished, both husband and wife said they were not interested. 

I think that a lot of people are like that couple and their pretty tree. Many folks get all spruced up at 
Christmas and decorate their homes and businesses and even hang wreaths in the church, but 
underneath all the tinsel and decorations they are dead, joyless, bored, and artificial. 



That does not have to be. Verse 25b says, “Simeon was waiting for the Consolation of Israel,” 
which of course was the Messiah, the Savior. Simeon was a man who refused to allow the church, 
the society, his family, his job, or all the other pressures of life to interfere; nothing could make this 
man miss Jesus. The innkeeper in Bethlehem missed Jesus. Herod was wrapped up in business 
and missed Jesus. The good citizens of Bethlehem missed Jesus being born right under their 
noses.  

Verses 27-28 tell us, “When the parents brought in the Child Jesus to do for Him what the 
custom of the Law required, Simeon took Him in his arms.” Mary and Joseph, both of them 
probably very young, brought their Baby to the Temple. Immediately the Holy Spirit set off the 
alarm in Simeon’s head, “That’s the One! That’s Him!” Imagine how Simeon must have felt! He did 
not say, “But God, how can THIS be the Messiah? I expected someone much bigger and more 
important than this!” 

When Simeon saw the Baby being carried in, he could hardly contain his excitement. I’m sure he 
introduced himself to Mary and Joseph. Then he may have asked, “May I hold the Child?” Without 
hesitating they agreed, and then and there, with the Salvation of the world in his hands, the old 
man cradled the Baby in his arms. He does not just see a tiny Baby, but the Messiah, the Savior of 
the world. Simeon broke forth in his song of Christmas, which we call the NUNC DEMITTIS which 
is Latin for “Now dismiss Your servant.”  

We read in verses 28-29, “Simeon took Him in his arms and praised God (

, saying: ‘Sovereign Lord  as You have 

promised, You now dismiss Your servant 

 in peace. For my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have 

prepared in the sight of all people  a light for revelation to the 

Gentiles  and for glory to Your people Israel.’” 

Simeon’s first thought when holding the Baby was death, his death. His first thought was, “I am 
ready to die in peace.” Christmas is God offering help for dying people. Christmas means life. It 
means hope. It means peace. And finally it means heaven. You cannot physically hold Jesus in 
your arms this Christmas, but you can hold Him in Your heart by faith. Listen to 1 Peter 1:8, 
“Though you have not seen Him, you love Him 

; and even though you do not see Him now, you believe in Him 

 and are filled  with an inexpressible and 

glorious joy” .” 

I believe this is the best way to celebrate Christmas—to have the peace of the forgiveness of our 
sins and to be ready to depart this world for heaven. Simeon was ready to go home. Paul was 
ready to go home. Peter was ready to go home. Where are you ready to go? 

When people are ready to depart in peace to go home to heaven, they will have a great Christmas. 
People who are ready to live for Christ today, to receive the forgiveness of their sins from Him 
today and to live with Christ in heaven tomorrow, they are ready for Christmas. People who are 
planning to walk with Jesus day by day, to follow His commands, to trust Him and be comforted by 
Him, to believe in His forgiving love, these are the people who are ready to celebrate Christmas.  

Simeon says, “I see Christmas. It’s all wrapped up in this Baby that I am holding. This Baby will 
grow up and pay for my sins and the sins of all mankind. This Baby will be a Savior for the Jews, 
for the Gentiles, and for me.” Can you say that?  



Simeon focused on the coming Savior. He finally saw Him and held Him. Now is the time for you to 
focus your attention on Jesus. Now is the time for you to believe in Him as your personal Lord and 
Savior. When you do that with a child-like faith you will cope successfully with Christmas. And 
when your last day and hour comes, you will be able to say Simeon’s prayer to God: “Sovereign 
Lord, You may now dismiss me in peace. My eyes of faith have seen Your salvation, Jesus, my 
Savior.” To that end, my dear friend, be faithful in your daily Bible study—do it each day and never 
skip. Have some quiet time each day, and focus on Jesus. Please pray with me— 

My Lord and my God, I want to be like Simeon: righteous by faith, devout in holding You close, and 
waiting for You to come to take me Home. Sovereign Lord, I see You as my Savior who came from 
heaven. I believe that You went first to the CRADEL, then You went to the CROSS. And now, dear 
Jesus, You wear the CROWN. I believe that You have paid for all my sins. I now have peace. 
Whenever You wish, I am ready to leave this world and join You in heaven. Until then I will keep 
my eyes on You. Until then I will “search the Scriptures” as You told me to.  Until then I will do what 
I can to share my faith with others, and I will invite everyone I can to join me in worship in the 
Sundays ahead. Thank You, my Lord and my God. Thank You! Amen!"  


