
CONNECTING SMALL CHURCHES FOR 21ST CENTURY 
EDUCATIONAL MINISTRY

Wednesday, January 29, 2014
8:30-2:00

Fairmont Hotel
San Jose, CA

This extended preconference workshop is designed for pastors, educators, and volunteers 
serving small churches of fewer than 100 worshipers.  It is open to the first 50 registrants 
and you may register without attending the entire APCE conference.  The cost for the 
preconference is $50.00 and you register through the APCE annual event registration.  

In this workshop we will explore the relationships that connect us to our 21st century world 
and discover ways we can strengthen our educational ministry through those relationships 
and connections.  It will include 
• connecting with folks in our own congregation as well as with other small churches
• connecting with pastors and educators in the area
• connecting with churches of other denominations
• connecting through resources and technology
• connecting with young adults and youth, children and parents
• connecting with scripture
• and of course, connecting with God.  

SCHEDULE

 8:30-9:00 Welcome and Mixers
 9:00-10:45 Keynote Presentation by Dr. Marilyn Johns
 10:45-11:00 Break
 11:00-12:30 Open Space Conversations
 12:30-1:00 Break for a Quick Lunch
 1:00-2:00 Bringing Our Connections Together



CONNECTING SMALL CHURCHES FOR 21ST CENTURY 
EDUCATIONAL MINISTRY

Dr. Marilyn Johns has extensive experience as a church educator and as a keynote speaker and 
workshop leader.  She has a passion for vital Christian education in small congregations of fewer 
than 100 worshipers.

Dr. Johns has served as project manager for a Lilly Endowment grant program at Virginia 
Theological Seminary in Alexandria, VA, where she designed, implemented, and administered an 
ambitious program for clergy, spouses, and congregations of fewer than 100 worshipers.

Dr. Johns as extensive experience as a Christian educator in three congregations and as a keynote 
speaker, workshop leader and consultant.  She has a Doctor of Ministry degree from Virginia 
Theological Seminary, where she completed a project entitled “Hope for the Future of 
Educational Ministry in the PCUSA.  She has served as a regular adjunct professor at VTS for a 
class on “Vital Ministry in Small Congregations.”

Dr. Johns states, “I am committed to continuing education for clergy and lay people, and to 
making that education accessible to those who are too far away or too financially strapped to be 
able to participate in traditional educational opportunities.”

Workshop Leader

Dr. Marilyn Johns
Director of Program Development 
for the Leadership Institute 
at Union Presbyterian Seminary


