
June 16, 2014 
 

          Members and friends of historic Eusebia Cemetery, Seymour, 
will gather Sunday, June 29, to place "Betsy Ross" American flags 
on the graves of the 15 known veterans of the Revolutionary War 
there. 
          At the 10:20 a.m. event children and youth of adjacent 
Eusebia Presbyterian Church, some of them, descendants of the 
buried patriots, will set the original, 13-star American banners onto 
each tomb.  The flags will remain in place through July 4. 
         At least two of these early warriors for U.S. independence 
fought with Col. John Sevier at the crucial Battle of King's Mountain, 
October, 1780, a total defeat for Loyalist forces, that ultimately led 
to the surrender of Cornwallis and the end of the conflict, a year 
later. 
         They are John Cusick, one of "Sevier's Sharp Shooters," who 
reputedly shot fatally Loyalist commander Major Patrick Ferguson 
from his saddle, and Joseph Black, Sr., who became Cusick's 
brother-in-law. Born on a Virginia farm, Black had built in 1774 
Black's Fort, today's Abingdon, Va., the South's oldest English-
speaking settlement west of the Blue Ridge. 
          A lieutenant in the Virginia Militia, Black joined with the 
father of Davy Crockett, with Sevier, and other volunteer 
"Overmountain Men" from what is now East Tennessee, to march 
across the snowy ridges to the Carolinas and eventual victory at 
King's Mountain in October 1780. 
          After the war Black and Cusick, with other Scotch-Irish 
Virginians, moved to what is today western Blount County, 
establishing the cemetery, later Eusebia Church in 1786, and the 
first schools and colleges in the region.          

          Commissioned a captain in the Knox County Militia by Territorial Governor 
William Blount in 1793, Black, with Andrew Jackson and 53 other men, was a 
delegate to the state Constitutional Convention, in Knoxville, three years later. He 
was a member of the commission that chose Maryville as Blount County seat.  

          After each patriot's grave displays a "Betsy Ross" flag, a 
"Service of Thanksgiving and Prayer for the Nation" will follow in 
Eusebia Church. 



                  Graveyard and church are located at 1701 Burnett 
Station Rd., corner of U.S. 411, between Seymour and Maryville. 
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