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The 20-30 Something Garden Guide: A No-Fuss, Down and Dirty Gardening 101 for 
Anyone Who Wants to Grow Stuff / Dee Nash 
Aimed at new homeowners/first time apartment dwellers with basic information on 
how to get started with containers or small gardens.  Lots of detail at every turn, 
including tool basics and how to decipher a seed packet. 
 
American Home Landscapes: A Design Guide to Creating Period Garden Styles / Denise 
Adams.  Focuses on the design elements and characteristics of six historic periods 

with lots of photographs and supporting documentation. 
 
A Garden of Marvels:  How We Discovered that Flowers Have 
Sex, Leaves Eat Air, and Other Secrets of Plants / Ruth 
Kassinger.  As in her first book, Paradise under Glass, 
Kassinger brings a very readable style and lots of research to 
her new found passion for gardening. 
 
Hidden Gardens of Beacon Hill: Creating Green Spaces in 
Urban Places.  If you can’t make the Beacon Hill Garden 
Club’s annual tour on the 3rd Thursday each May, this book is 
the next best thing!  
 

 Mesembs: the Titanopsis Group / Steven A. Hammer. The mesemb family comprises 
the “largest and most diverse succulent group in South Africa and Namibia” and this 
book is part of the author’s new series. 
 
Rodale's Basic Organic Gardening: A Beginner's Guide to Starting a Healthy Garden / 
Deborah Martin.  The basics from a trusted source. 
 
Square Foot Gardening Answer Book: New Information from the Creators of Square 
Foot Gardening / Mel Bartholomew 
 
and for Children: 
 
Mr. Bull and the Amazing Grape / Deborah A. Locke 
All about Ephraim Bull and how his persistence paid off 
with the creation of the Concord Grape, named after his 
beloved Massachusetts town.  The author’s collages, 
with every imaginable  shade of purple are exceptional! 
 
Take a Tree Walk / Jane Kirkland.  Everything you need to know as you set out with 
your family to learn about trees. 
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