
	  

	  
 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                          CONTACT:  MIKE GRAVINO 
October 10, 2014                                                                                                                 (202) 604-0747 
 

THE LPTV SPECTRUM RIGHTS COALITION IS “ENCOURAGED” BY TODAY’S SUSPENSION OF 
EXPIRATION DATES AND CONSTRUCTION DEADLINES FOR NEW DIGITAL LOW POWER 

TELEVISION AND TV TRANSLATOR STATIONS; AND, A 3RD NOTICE OF PROPOSED 
RULEMAKING RELATED SPECIFICALLY TO THE INCENTIVE SPECTRUM AUCTION AND LPTV 

AND TV TRANSLATORS 
 

Link to the LPTV NPRM & LPTV PUBLIC NOTICE 

• The NPRM seeks comments on LPTV and TV translator issues on measures to facilitate the final 

conversion to digital service and consider additional means to mitigate the potential impact of the 

incentive spectrum auction and repacking processes to help preserve the important services they 

provide.  The FCC offers to use its auction repacking optimization software to assist displaced 

LPTV find new channels post-auction.  

 

• The Public Notice effectively immediately suspends all outstanding unexpired permits for new 

digital low power television and TV translator stations pending final action in the rulemaking 

process.  Although the Commission will revisit this issue to coordinate it with the final auction 

timeline. 

 

Mike Gravino, Director of the LPTV SPECTRUM RIGHTS COALITION, welcomed today’s FCC LPTV 

NPRM and Public Notice: 

 

“The FCC Commissioners today, on recommendation of staff, took two positive steps to both to 

mitigate the effects of the Incentive Spectrum Auction on LPTV and TV translators, and to set the 

stage for a future for LPTV post-auction.  The Public Notice, which suspends all LPTV and 

translator construction permit deadlines, is one of the most important decisions the FCC will have 

ever made for LPTV.  It provides a clear process for waiting for the auction process to proceed 

and not to have to scramble to figure out where and when to build out expensive new digital 

facilities.  It eliminates the “double-build”, that is, building now and then having to rebuild again 

post auction.  While a lot of work needs to be done to provide new channels to move to post-

auction, this is a lifeline to as many as 3500 outstanding construction permits, in both rural and 

urban America.   
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“The LPTV NPRM is timely, and enlightened.  It creates entirely new paths of development for 

more than 6500 operational LPTV and translators so that they can now plan for potential post-

auction voluntary channel sharing with each other, and paid carriage arrangements with full-

powers like PBS stations and national networks while these networks maintain their must-carry 

and retransmission status.  In addition, this NPRM opens a constructive conversation for new 

flexible uses of LPTV spectrum by asking the right questions on how the channel-6 radio stations 

using LPTV spectrum can migrate to digital transmission systems and continue to serve the tens 

of millions of diverse and multi-cultural audiences they now provide programming to.   

 

However, the FCC did punt on all of the issues that the Spectrum Act requires it figure out to 

make sure the programming networks LPTV carries do not lose their diverse and multi-cultural 

audiences, such as MVPD must-carry, leased access, and retransmission consent.  The FCC did 

ask for any and all proposals that the FCC could implement under current law.  We intend to take 

them up on that offer to suggest how to extend LPTV networks to cable, Telco, and satellite 

MVPD systems.  

 

The FCC did not address the issue which it brought up in both the 2012 NPRM and the 2014 

Report & Order; that it, under current law, has the power to include LPTV in the auction.  We are 

still waiting for the FCC to provide the “work product” which it developed to make the decision that 

by including LPTV in the auction it would not help make the auction work any better.  What they 

ignore is that without LPTV spectrum, some 16,000 MHz between channels 51-38, this auction 

would not work.  Further, there is no mention in this NPRM about mitigating the costs of 

displacement, which Congress decided LPTV was not worthy of receiving. This is estimated to 

cost LPTV licensees more than $1 Billion as an unfunded mandate.  We trust that the recently 

asked for GAO Impact Study for LPTV will confirm this potential harm to LPTV and that Congress 

will direct the FCC to compensate LPTV for their displacement moves, or authorize full flexible 

use for LPTV as both the full power and Class-A stations have if they pay for their own 

displacement moves.”  

 

The LPTV SPECTRUM RIGHTS COALITION is a national research, advocacy, and lobbying effort of over 

160 FCC broadcast television licensees which have more than 1000 built stations and new construction 

permits in most all states, and also includes many programming networks, service providers, and 

manufacturers. 
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