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This Student Spotlight brought 
to you by the 

Blaine County School District

For the latest news and happenings 
at BCSD sign up to receive our  BCSD 
Weekly Update on our website: 
www.blaineschools.org

“Like” us on Facebook and sign up for 
RSS Feeds from our home page and 
each school’s home page too.  Go to 
“News” at www.blaineschools.org

Our Mission:
To be a world-class, student focused, community of 

teaching and learning.

financial planning student spotlight

Abigail Barton’s Ballerina Dreams
BY JONATHAN KANE

Abigail Barton, Wood River 
High School junior, carry-
ing a 4.0 GPA and a mem-

ber of National Honor Society, 
has a real affinity for the arts, 
with most of her energy chan-
neled into ballet and photogra-
phy. “Growing up in this Valley 
has been great,” Barton said. 
“It’s a really nice place and there 
are so many activities and a lot 
of art opportunities for me. The 
school has so many programs, 
like in music and the dramatic 
arts academy. There is also the 
Sun Valley Summer Symphony, 
two ballet schools and plays at 
the nexStage Theatre and at St. 
Thomas. There is just so much 
to do.” A lot of Barton’s focus 
has been on dance, specifically 
ballet, which she has been doing 
formally since she was five. “I 
always wanted to be a ballerina 
from the earliest age. I remem-
ber my grandparents getting me 
a pair of ballet shoes when I was 
four years old and they were the 
coolest things ever. I was always 
just a twirly and dancey person 
from the earliest years,” Barton 
said with a smile. “I just wasn’t 
into soccer and what the other 
kids were into. Actually I can’t 
remember a time when I wasn’t 
into dance.” So at a tender age 
she started with the Sun Valley 
Ballet School run by Sherry Hor-
ton. “My first memory was being 
packed at the bar with a lot of 
other girls. It was very official. I 
also remember getting a special 
leotard with a skirt that matched 
and I was so excited.” She first 
performed at six. “It was Alice in 
Wonderland. I was a white rose 
and wore a tutu. There were four 
of us and we danced on stage by 

ourselves. I probably 
wasn’t nervous. I 
think I was more ex-
cited than anything.” 
The school performs 
The Nutcracker 
every other year, 
alternating with 
Alice in Wonderland 
in December at the 
nexStage. They also 
do a showcase in the 
spring that includes 
more than ballet. 
“My weekly schedule 
is for an hour and a half of class 
four times a week but it will 
increase because this Monday we 
start rehearsals for the Wizard 
of Oz. But on the average week 
I study ballet, jazz and modern, 
but at the Sun Valley Ballet 
School we mainly focus on ballet, 
which is my favorite. I do like 
dancing modern in the spring, 
but my main focus and love is 

ballet. It teaches you 
a lot of discipline 
and focus because it 
is really hard to get 
better at it. Perfor-
mance is far and 
away the best part 
of it all. Everything 
you’ve been working 
on leads to this one 
event. The com-
bination of lights, 
costumes, makeup 
and the audience 
leads to the biggest 

adrenaline rush.” As to the 
future, Barton is not quite sure. 
“I want to dance through college 
but I’m not sure if I will pursue 
it professionally but I’m sure I’ll 
continue it as a hobby. It’s been 
a big part of my life and I don’t 
want to close any doors.” For this 
talented young student, doors 
are surely only going to open.
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If you’re responsible 
for handling your 
family’s finances, 

would your spouse be 
able to take over should 
something happen to 
you? Or if your spouse 
is the primary financial 
decision-maker, are you 
prepared to assume that 
role? It’s important that 
you and your spouse be proac-
tive in discussing your finances 
and put a plan in place in case 
of an emergency. By getting a 
handle on your finances now, you 
and your spouse can potentially 
avoid unnecessary stress down 
the road.

The first step is to get or-
ganized. Create a list of all of 
your accounts, along with their 
account numbers, passwords, 
and other pertinent information, 
as well as contact information 
for your attorney and other 
advisors. Keep it in a safe place, 
such as a safe deposit box at your 
bank, along with your birth cer-
tificates, will (you and your at-
torney should also have a copy), 
Social Security cards, and other 
important documents. Be sure 
to take a full inventory of your 
accounts, including your bank 
accounts, investments, mortgage, 
pension or annuities, insurance, 
deferred compensation or stock 
options, credit cards, and loans. 
You’ll also want to list any auto-
matic bill payments you have set 
up. Revisit your list and update 
it at least once a year. Discuss 
where the keys to your safe de-
posit box will be held, and collect 
contact information for friends 
who you’d want to have informed 
in the event of your death.

Next, check the ownership 
and beneficiary designations 
on your various accounts. You 
may have assets that are held 
in either your name or your 
spouse’s name.  Putting both of 
your names on your assets now 
can save the surviving spouse 

the hassle of having to 
transfer ownership post 
mortem. Be sure your 
beneficiary designations 
are up to date as well, as 
they generally take pre-
cedence over the terms 
of your will. If either you 
or your spouse were pre-
viously married, you’ll 
want to ensure that an 

ex-spouse isn’t listed as a bene-
ficiary. Consider consulting an 
attorney to determine whether 
a trust or other estate planning 
tools would be beneficial.

Take time to familiarize your-
self with the options available to 
you with regard to your spouse’s 
retirement accounts and how 
you will take ownership of them 
if he or she passes away. Your 
age and financial situation can 
play a role in determining which 
method is most advantageous to 
you. You’ll also want to explore 
the Social Security benefits that 
may be available to you as a 
surviving spouse.  

Finally, consider working with 
a financial advisor. Investing 
is complicated enough as it is, 
and during an emotional time, 
an objective third party can 
help prevent you from making 
hasty financial decisions that 
may not be in your long-term 
best interests. Your advisor can 
work with you and your spouse 
together to ensure that you are 
both kept in the loop on all your 
financial matters by periodically 
reviewing  your assets with you, 
discussing your future goals, 
and helping you plan for the 
unexpected.  

Lori Nurge is a First Vice 
President/Investments and 
Branch Manager with Stifel, 
Nicolaus & Company, Incorpo-
rated, member SIPC and New 
York Stock Exchange.  She can 
be reached by calling the firm’s 
Ketchum office at (208) 622-8720 
or toll-free at (877) 635-9531.

Prepare for the Unexpected by 
Developing a Financial Plan Now

Lori Nurge
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MOOSE ON THE LOOSE: Kimberlee Johnson came 
home for lunch last week to see a pair of moose down 
on their knees already eating lunch—apples that had 

fallen in her front yard at 403 E. Carbonate St. in Hailey. 
Moose have been making the rounds in progressive dinner 
fashion this past week, even stopping to munch at The Hunger 
Coalition’s Hope Garden.
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An Apple A Day…

BRIEFS

The Metropolitan Opera HD: LIVE 
will start their 2013-2014 season with 
the first show on Saturday, Oct. 5.

All screenings begin at 10:55 a.m., 
unless otherwise listed, and take place 
at the Bigwood4 Cinemas in Hailey. 
This year’s schedule is as follows

October 5 - EUGENE ONEGIN; Oc-

tober 26 - THE NOSE; November 9 
– TOSCA; December 14 – FALSTAFF; 
February 4 – RUSALKA; March 1, 
10 a.m. - PRINCE IGOR; March 15 – 
WERTHER; April 5, 2014 - LA BOHÉME; 
April 26 - COSÌ FAN TUTTE; and May 10 
- LA CENERENTOLA

MET Season Announcement


