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J-WISE Overview
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Chairs:  Brent Arnold and Pam Frydman-Roza

Expected Co-Sponsors:  Full range of Jewish community institutions

Mission Statement:
Environmental stewardship is a fundamental Jewish value as expressed in our sacred texts.  The Jewish Wisconsin Initiative for a Sustainable Environment (J-WISE) engages the Milwaukee Jewish Community in study as the foundation for a Jewish environmental ethic. Our efforts empower the Jewish Community and other community-based organizations to develop and implement action plans for environmental sustainability. J-WISE serves as a springboard to inspire all to serve as Shomrei Adamah, Guardians of the Earth, who the Eternal has created.

Goals:
1. Actualize the powerful connection between sacred Jewish texts, contemporary scientific findings and current environmental concerns locally, in Israel and around the world.

2. Engage the Milwaukee Jewish Community in study and planning that creates conduits for action and capacity building toward environmental sustainability.

3. Promote a culture that leads to environmental sustainability.

4. Develop action plans that are fiscally responsible.

5. Develop inter-generational connections that will ensure and strengthen the transfer of an environmental ethic to future generations.

General Approach:
There is agreement that we should allow maximal opportunities for participating institutions to create approaches appropriate for their setting.  All participating institutions should be committed to:

· A cycle  of study, action and capacity building
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· At least one person but optimally a team of 3-5 people will form the cadre that spearheads study, action and capacity building at participating institutions.

· Some key questions to be answered include:

1. What is important to your institution? 

2. What are you currently doing?

3. Where would you like to go? 

4. How can you quantify or describe your baseline situation and evaluate your  
progress?

· We will provide an outline for a plan from each participating institution. All participating organizations will be involved in Jewish study and one other focus area such as energy conservation, energy efficiency and many other options to be chosen from a list to be developed and included in planning guidelines. It is understood that each participating organization will choose a second and third focus area in future years.

· Plans will include approaches for assessing that progress is being made in the chosen focus area.

· We want to encourage collaboration and sharing to the greatest extent possible. One approach will be sessions open to all teams and, at times, to a larger audience.  Options for workshops and other experiences such as team training and energy assessments will be encouraged as part of plans.
· The role of the J-WISE Committee is to provide many possibilities as a basis for study, planning and action. These options may include a range of resources such as    study guides, training programs, workshops, field trips etc.
· A website and/or Facebook connection will allow sharing and communication.

· Our Committee will provide assistance to organizations that need support for their planning activities.

Potential External Links:  

· Arava Institute for Environmental Studies

· Canfei Nesharim 

· Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life (COEJL)

· Green Hevra

· GreenFaith 

· Hazon 

· Heschel Sustainability Center

· Interfaith Earth Network (Interfaith Conference of Greater Milwaukee)
· Jewcology

· The Shalom Center

· Teva

· Urban Adamah

· Wisconsin Interfaith Power & Light 

