
Preaching schedule 

  
2014 

Feb. 2 Natalia Terfa 
Title: Song of Simeon 
Malachi 3:1-4; Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-40 
This week we hear the song sung by Simeon in the temple after he has come face to face with 
Jesus.  It is often called the “nunc dimitis” and in it - Simeon tells God that he can “go in peace.”  
What is the point of this song?  Why is Simeon talking about his death? What is it about the 
Christ-child that makes him sing this- and what does his song tell us?  
  
Feb. 9 Chad Brekke  
Title: I Am The What? 
Isaiah 58: 9-12); 1 Corinthians 2:6-12; Matthew 5:13-20 
Jesus says that you are the salt of the earth.  So what on earth does that mean?  As usual, you 
thought you figured this little saying out back in Sunday School but this one is deep!  If you get 
this one right, your life may change.  If you get this one right, you’re a force to be reckoned with. 
   
Feb. 16 Lisa Meshke 
Title: Reconciliation 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20; 1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-37 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus calls us to a whole new life in God.  Jesus taught the laws of 
the Old Testament but then took them one step further.  Today we will be examining Jesus’ call 
to reconcile broken relationships and to make amends when we are wrong.  
 
 Feb. 23 Natalia Terfa  
Title: An Impossible Task 
1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23; Matthew 5:38-48 
Today Jesus gives us a list of commands … turn the other cheek, give the shirt off of your back, 
walk an extra mile, and then, if those weren’t difficult enough, he ends his list with “be perfect, 
as your Father is perfect.”  I like being perfect as much (maybe more) than the next guy, but this 
just seems a little impossible. What is Jesus getting at here?   
 (notes for N: new law, MLK Jr and nonviolent action) 
  
Mar. 2 Chad Brekke (Transfiguration) 
Title:  The View from Here 
Exodus 24:12-18; 2 Peter 1:16-19; Matthew 17:1-9 
Sometimes you need to get up to a high place in order to see the way forward and to look back 
at how far you have traveled.  Transfiguration Sunday takes us to just such a place but be 
warned, mountain climbers will tell you that the real challenge begins as soon as you start back 
down.  
  
 



Mar. 9 Chad Brekke 
Title: Storming Heaven 
Genesis 3:1-7; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11 
We have been hearing this story since we were little kids.  It’s an ancient story. So old that it 
should sound like a relic from a time long past with no relevance to our modern lives.  But as 
you enter this old story again, you may learn that it is like reading an entry from your own diary, 
written last Tuesday. 
  
Mar. 16 Natalia Terfa 
Title: TBD 
Genesis 12:1-4a; Romans 4:1-3, 13-17; John 3:1-17 
Nicodemus came to Jesus in the cover of night - and then despite his desire to believe, he gets 
stuck. Stuck in the ways the world works, stuck in the ways he thinks things should go, and he 
can’t hear what Jesus is telling him.  Here, in the section that contains the most famous verse in 
the Bible, we come face to face with the love of God that frees us from our own “stucks.” 
  
Mar. 23 Chad Brekke 
Title: The Real You 
Exodus 17:1-6; Romans 5:1-8; John 4:5-42 
She had a longer conversation with Jesus than any other conversation with him recorded in the 
gospels. Jesus talked longer with this woman than with any of his accusers, his own disciples, 
or anyone else he encounters along the way.  And yet, you don’t even know her name!  Even 
so, this woman may be able to help you learn something important about yourself, something 
you can only learn in the presence of Christ. 
  
Mar. 30 Chad Brekke 
Here’s Mud in Your Eye 
Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 
Throughout the gospels we find people trying to figure out what just happened after Jesus 
passes through. There is a sense that Jesus keeps moving forward, leaving a changed world in 
his wake. What does this mean for the church today?  Should we be working harder to hold our 
ground or to keep up with a Lord always on the move? 
  
April 6 Natalia Terfa 
Title: Me Too 
Ezekiel 37:1-14; John 11:1-45 
Today we hear two of the most powerful words in the Bible: Jesus wept. What does it mean for 
us that we have a God that weeps with us, that joins us in not only the joys of this world, but the 
sorrows as well?   
(Notes for N: Brene’ Brown) 
  
April 13 Chad Brekke (Palm Sunday) 
Title:  According To Matthew 
 



  
April 20 Chad Brekke (Easter) 
Title:  Key Ingredients 
Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 28:1-10  
In ten short verses, the gospel of Matthew paints a vivid picture of that first Easter morning. The 
Easter Gospel is even better news than you may have imagined. Even better than life 
everlasting, if you can believe that! 
   
April 27 Natalia Terfa 
Title: The End Result 
Acts 2:22-24, 29-32; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31 
Our Gospel text and the epistle today both talk about doubt, and what happens when we come 
face to face with a risen Christ in the midst of our doubt.  1 Peter says that when we believe in 
Christ risen, when we go through refining trials, our genuine faith is revealed and we get an “end 
result.”   
  
  
 


