
SERMON THEMES AND SCRIPTURE 
Through DECEMBER 2014 

 
 
 
November 30 Chad (Advent 1)   
Title: People Get Ready   
Isaiah 64:1-9, Mark 13:24-37 
The world has begun the countdown to Christmas everywhere but in the church. Happy 
carols play in the malls where blinking lights and tinsel are on sale. But here in the church 
there is talk of the stars falling and the heavens shaking. No wonder most people visit 
shopping malls more than they visit churches in this season. On the other hand, we are not 
in the happiness business here in the church. We are more interested in giving people deep 
and abiding joy. These things never go on sale. 
 
December 7 Natalia (Advent 2) 
Title: Prepare  
Text: Isaiah 40:1-11, Mark 1:1-8 (I’m aiming to focus more on Isaiah) 
Today we hear about preparations that we do to make way for Jesus.  In today’s Gospel, 
John comes reminding people to repent (metanoia) and be baptized.  But in Isaiah, after we 
are told to prepare, we are told what is coming - and it’s not what we are expecting.   
 
December 14 (Advent 3) Christmas Pageants 
 
December 21 (Advent 4) Cantata (one service at 9:30 am) 
 
December 24 Chad 
Title: Home for Christmas 
Isaiah 9:2-7, Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-14 (15-20 
No festival of the church is loaded with more sentimentality and tradition than Christmas. 
Millions of people have made every effort to get back home for Christmas. I’ll be home for 
Christmas, you can plan on me says a favorite Christmas carol. Yet, even that carol hints at 
the fact that home can be a difficult place to arrive as it concludes, if only in my dreams. On 
this holy night, we will find our way home. 
  
December 28 Natalia (one service at 9:30 am) 
Title: Strange Blessings 
Text: Luke 2:22-40, Galatians 4:4-7  
Today Mary and Joseph take Jesus to the temple and they receive some unexpected and 
strange words of blessing.  This text could be filed under “things not to say to new parents” 
but that doesn’t hold anyone back today.  Today we look more closely at this strange 
blessing and listen for what it might mean to us today as we come down off of our own 
“Christmas high.”      
(Blessing of gifts, etc) 

 


