
2014 CELT-SI ENGAGED LEARNING AWARDS 
TULANE UNIVERSITY 

 
PROGRAM OVERVIEW: 
Engaged learning experiences are vital for students interested in pursuing careers related to 
social innovation, social entrepreneurship, and changemaking. We aim to make it possible for 
students to pursue experiences in these and related fields that build their skills as changemakers. 
We are proud to offer this award opportunity for students who pursue experiences in social 
innovation and social entrepreneurship that may otherwise cause financial hardship.  
 
Engaged learning is a type of learning in which students experience themselves not as passive 
recipients of information delivered by experts, but as active participants both in the classroom 
and in the world. Engaged learning aims to help students realize their potential as intellectual, 
social, and ethical architects capable of designing their own futures, as well as helping to shape 
those of their communities, cultures, nations, and natural environment. (CELT) 
 
Critical Thinking is the intellectually disciplined process of actively and skillfully 
conceptualizing, applying, analyzing, synthesizing, and/or evaluating information gathered from, 
or generated by, observation, experience, reflection, reasoning, or communication, as a guide to 
belief and action. (National Council for Excellence in Critical Thinking) 
 
Social innovation is defined as a novel solution to a social problem that is more effective, 
efficient, sustainable, or just than existing solutions and for which the value created accrues 
primarily to society as a whole rather than private individuals. (Stanford Social Innovation 
Review) 
 
Social entrepreneurship is about innovative, market-oriented approaches underpinned by a 
passion for social equity and environmental sustainability. Ultimately, social entrepreneurship is 
aimed at transformational systems change that tackles the root causes of poverty, 
marginalization, environmental deterioration and accompanying loss of human dignity. The key 
concepts of social entrepreneurship are innovation, market orientation and systems change. 
(Skoll Foundation)   
 
Changemakers are individuals who support the social innovation and social entrepreneurship 
movement in a variety of ways. Changemakers believe they have the power and responsibility to 
improve society, practice empathy, live according to their values, take initiative to bring about 
change, and work with others to maximize impact. (Ashoka) 
 
AWARD & REQUIREMENTS: 
CELT-SI Engaged Learning Awards will be available to students exhibiting financial need to 
participate in engaged learning experiences that build your skills in the fields of social 
innovation, social entrepreneurship, and changemaking. Funds can be used for accommodations, 
travel, registration fees, project supplies, etc. The award is presented with the following 
expectations: 

• Involvement in programming related to CELT-SI, TUchangemakers, or the SISE Minor. 
• A series of blog entries that share your experience, including a critical analysis of the 

experience and its role in your academic studies and professional aspirations. 
• Completion of an evaluation form. 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE: ROLLING ACCEPTANCE THROUGH FRIDAY, APRIL 18, 2014 AT 4 PM 

• Email your complete application to Rebecca Otten at rotten@tulane.edu or hand-deliver 
it to the CELT Office at 310 Richardson Building. 

• Applications relating to internship travel and living expenses should be directed to the 
summer intern sponsorship program, administered by Allen Thomas, Ph.D. 
athomas@tulane.edu. These applications must follow the guidelines provided by Dr. 
Thomas. 

 
ELIGIBILITY 
To be eligible for a CELT-SI Engaged Learning Award, you must meet these requirements: 

• Be a matriculated full-time current First Year, Sophomore, Junior, or Senior 
undergraduate student (Senior students are ineligible for summer experience funding). 

• Be in good standing with Tulane University. 
• Have accepted or received a commitment offer for the proposed learning experience, if 

applicable. 
 
SELECTION PROCESS: 
CELT-SI Staff and colleagues will review all application materials and make awards based on 
exhibited financial need and the merits of the opportunity. We will accept and review 
applications on a rolling basis until April 18, 2014 at 4 PM. We reserve the right to accept or 
deny candidates based on any of the above criteria. You will be notified by April 25, 2014 if you 
are selected. 
  



2014 CELT-SI ENGAGED LEARNING AWARDS 
TULANE UNIVERSITY 

 
 

REQUIRED MATERIALS: 
1. Completed Student Application Form 2014 (please type or print legibly) 
2. Updated Resume (examples can be found on the Hire Tulane website, 

http://tulane.edu/hiretulane, or make an appointment at Hire Tulane for a critique). 
3. Application Essay 
4. Itemized Budget & Funding Request 
5. Signed Student Contract  

 

Student Information:  

First Name: ________________________ Last Name: _____________________________ 

Major(s): _________________________________________________________________ 

Student ID#: _______________________ Visa Status: ________ (US citizens, put US) 

Class standing (at time of application):       First Year       Sophomore       Junior       Senior 

Expected Graduation:  Month: __________  Year: __________________ 

 

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________   State: _____   Zip: ________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________  E-mail: ____________________________________ 

 

Engaged Learning Experience Information: 

Sponsor Organization Name: ______________________________________________________ 

Location Street Address: _________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________  State: _____________ Zip: __________________ 

Website: __________________________________________________________ 

Approximate Dates of Experience:   Start: _______________     End: ______________ 

Approximate Number of Hours TOTAL: ______________  

 

References: 

Name: ________________________ Relationship: ____________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________  E-mail: ____________________________________ 

 

Name: ________________________ Relationship: ____________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________  E-mail: ____________________________________ 
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Please attach an updated resume to your application. 
 
Application Essay: 
The essay portion of your application will be strongly considered in the selection of CELT-SI 
engaged learning award recipients. Applicants are strongly encouraged to spend time critiquing 
essays for content and grammar. Essays should be in 12 point font and less than 1000 words. Be 
sure to answer each of the following questions as part of your essay (described in order of their 
importance): 

1. Describe how this experience enhances your academic understanding. What theories or 
concepts have you studied (inside or outside the classroom) that you hope to explore 
further through this CELT-SI engaged learning experience? Don’t just throw in academic 
terms – explain these concepts and how they relate to the experience you are pursuing. 
Citations may be helpful, but are not necessary. 

2. Describe how this experience contributes to your professional aspirations. How does 
this experience tie into the themes social innovation, social entrepreneurship, or 
changemaking? What previous work or extra-curricular experiences will ensure you have 
a successful experience? 

3. Describe your critical analysis lens. What will you do after the experience to evaluate 
the information you have gathered? How will you determine which components should 
be incorporated into your beliefs and actions? Once determined, how will you share your 
knowledge/experience with CELT and the greater Tulane community? 

4. Describe your involvement. What past and current involvement do you have with CELT-
SI, TUchangemakers, or the SISE Minor? What future involvement do you anticipate? 

 
Itemized Budget & Funding Request: 
The CELT-SI Engaged Learning Award is intended to provide undergraduate students with 
unique learning experiences related to social innovation, social entrepreneurship, and 
changemaking in which they otherwise could not participate. In order to ensure that funding is 
being used efficiently, please provide the following information: 

• An itemized budget of total costs associated with the engaged learning experience. 
• The total amount requested for this award. 
• A list of other on-campus and off-campus funding opportunities you have applied for 

(include $0, pending, or $X amount awarded). 
• An explanation of why this experience is not eligible for other funding opportunities. 
• An explanation of how this funding will allow you to participate in an engaged learning 

experience in social innovation, social entrepreneurship, or changemaking that would 
otherwise be unattainable. 
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Engaged Learning Award Student Contract 

 
The award is available to students exhibiting financial need that are pursuing an engaged 
learning experience related to social innovation, social entrepreneurship, or changemaking. 

 
Requirements: 
• Involvement in programming related to CELT-SI, TUchangemakers, or the SISE Minor. 
• A series of blog entries that share your experience, including a critical analysis of the 

experience and its role in your academic studies and professional aspirations. 
• Completion of an evaluation form. 

 
Please read each statement and sign your agreement below. 
 
If selected as a CELT-SI Engaged Learning Award recipient: 

• I understand that this funding is designated as an award, and as such I am responsible for 
any taxes associated with the award amount. 

• I understand that the award is solely applicable to the experience described in this 
application and cannot be transferred to a different experience. 

• I commit to completing the program requirements listed above by September 2014. 

• I understand that if I am unable to complete the above program requirements I must 
contact the Center for Engaged Learning and Teaching immediately. My failure to 
complete the requirements will result in the repayment of my award back to Tulane 
University. 

• I agree to blog about my engaged learning experience, applying a critical analysis lens, 
keeping all details appropriate and educational for my peers, and acting as a 
representative of Tulane University. 

• I understand that if I am accepted as a CELT-SI Engaged Learning Award recipient it is 
my responsibility to arrange my own housing, travel and other logistics. 

 
I verify that: 

• I am in good standing with Tulane University. 

• I am a matriculated first year, sophomore, junior, or senior at Tulane University. 

• I have secured an engaged learning experience prior to this application. 

• All information provided is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. 
 
Student Signature: ___________________________________   Date: _____________________ 
 
Print Name: ________________________________________ 
 
	  


