
What’s Happening in K-12 Instructional Technology! 
 

This year’s Instructional Technology department is preparing both students and staff for the technology needs of 
the 21st century classroom.   
 
ELCA faculty participates in professional development twice monthly to enhance the teaching and learning 
process in the classroom through the effective integration of technology.   Differentiated instruction using 
technology, SMART Board lessons to promote interactivity, BYOT tools for 7th – 12th grade students and staff, are 

just a few of the modules taught in staff 
professional development classes. 
 

 
The Elementary Computer Lab was upgraded this year to include 26 new HP Elite 
desktop computers with 17 inch monitors.  These computers are equipped with 4th 
generation Intel core processors to increase speed and productivity on all computer 
lab assignments.  The lab is also equipped with a color laser printer so that students 
can share their projects in portfolio style with their teacher and peers.  Many thanks 
to all who made this technology learning opportunity possible for our elementary 
students. 
 
 
K-5 Instructional Technology teaches students computer technology through 
Microsoft Office projects, keyboarding skills, and also introduces them to coding.  

Students also use online tools such as Education City, More 
Starfall, and Safety Land.  Safety Land from AT&T teaches 
students about Internet safety and what to do if they receive threatening or 
inappropriate emails.  It also teaches them the kind of information to keep private on 
the Internet.  Students are awarded a certificate once they successfully complete their 
journey in Safety Land.  

 
 
Middle School Instructional Technology is a project based learning class based on 
International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE) standards.  This class teaches 
students that simply being able to use technology is no longer enough.  Today’s students 

need to be able to analyze, learn, and explore 
with technology.  Middle school students start the 
course by creating their very own talking avatar 
(Voki) to introduce themselves to the teacher and 
class.  From there the students begin a 2-week 
study on Internet safety and digital citizenship.  
The culmination of this study is the creation of 
virtual posters with text, audio, video, images, 
and hyperlinks that are shared electronically 
(Glogster).  These virtual posters focus on 
protecting themselves on the Internet by not 
giving out their YAPPY (Your name, Address, 

Phone number, Passwords, Your plans).  The digital posters also focus on cyberbullying 
and what to do if you are ever a victim of cyberbullying.  There is also emphasis on online privacy and the effects of 
posting pictures to the Internet.  With the completion of the Internet Safety project, students are now creating their 
own website using Google Sites which is a part of ELCA’s subscription to Google Apps for Education.     From there 
students will begin writing code through a 20 hour course that teaches them that computer science can be fun, 
collaborative, and creative.  This course motivates students to continue to learning computer science to improve 
real world relationships, connections, and life.  



 
 
Coding is coming!!  December 8 – 12, 2014 is Computer Science 
Education Week.  ELCA students will participate in this week by being 
a part of the Hour of Code event.  During this event, students in grades 
K-12 will write computer programs for 1 hour in order to spark their 
desire to keep writing them!  Once students see what they can create 
right before their eyes, they feel empowered to keep learning.  Every 
21st century student should have the opportunity to learn computer 
science.  ELCA’s computer science offerings will begin to grow over the 
next few years in order for students to advance in this area.  Watch for 
flyers about the Hour of Code event coming soon and check out this 
video for more information on the Hour of Code:  http://tinyurl.com/kchmjo8  
 
 

Tech 21 - Technology Club starts 2nd semester!  Hour of 
Code will also be the kickoff for ELCA’s Tech 21 - 
Technology Club.   This club will give students in grades 9 – 
12 (and some advanced/interested middle schoolers) the 
opportunity to continue to grow in their knowledge of 
computer science and coding.  Students will create their own 
games by writing code and creating apps for their phones and 
tablets.  Programming language concepts such as Google 
Blockly, Python, JavaScript, and HTML will also be taught. 
 

 
So as you can see there is a lot going on in the area of K-12 Instructional Technology at ELCA!  Stay tuned as our 
teachers and students embrace 21st century teaching and learning through technology integration.  If you have 
questions about ELCA’s K-12 Instructional Technology Department, please contact the Director, Martha Fairley, at 
martha.fairley@eagleslanding.org or 678-818-1056. 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are a computer programmer, 
web page designer, app builder, or 

involved in any growing technology 
field, we’d love to talk with you 
about being a career speaker!  

 
Career speakers come into 

classrooms and tech club meetings 
to speak with the students about 
their job responsibilities.  These 

speakers communicate to students 
how learning computer science now 
can prepare them for future careers 

in technology.   
Please contact Mrs. Fairley  

if you are interested. 
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