
 
 

 Q&A  

An Interview with Casey Anderson 
New Montgomery County Planning Board Chair              

 
 
CM:  What is your vision for the future in terms of land use planning in Montgomery County? 
And how will you, as the Planning Board Chair, pursue that vision?  
 
Anderson:  Growth should be concentrated in walkable, bikeable, transit-served centers with a mix of 
uses, including housing designed to meet the needs of people with a wide range of incomes. It is my 
goal as Chair to encourage a variety of transportation and housing choices in service of a broader 
and more sustainable prosperity for all of our county’s residents. In particular, I think we should move 
decisively to meet the need and demand for more housing at every income level in close proximity to 
retail and employment options along with high quality transit service. 
 
I also believe strongly that Montgomery County should be a place where people feel safe on two 
wheels and on foot. I use my bicycle for transportation, and I often ride to Planning Commission 
meetings and functions in both Montgomery and Prince George’s County. Many people, however, 
see bicycling as too dangerous to be a realistic and sensible choice for getting around even in our 
most urbanized areas, where trip distances would otherwise make it an attractive option. That’s why I 
will continue to be the leading voice on the Planning Board for better bike and pedestrian 
infrastructure, and I will continue to press for the inclusion of bicycle access and infrastructure as part 
of the development review process as well as new area master plans.  
 
I am proud of the role I played in the recently adopted Countywide Transit Corridors Functional 
Master Plan, which lays the foundation for a bus rapid transit network that would make transit a viable 
and reliable alternative to driving in the county's most developed areas. Implementation of the Purple 
Line, Corridor Cities Transitway, and bus rapid transit network will be a central task for land use and 
transportation planning over the next decade and beyond. I will continue to encourage development 
patterns designed to reduce dependence on automobiles. 
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CM:  How important will conservation be in future land use decisions the Board will make?   
 
Anderson:  Conservation is integral to sustainability, which should be the organizing principle of our 
agency’s work. Preservation of open space and natural areas is essential to maintaining a high 
quality of life in general and environmental health in particular.  
 
CM:  How will you lead on conservation of our treasured park land in Montgomery County and 
on heading off encroachment of park land?   
 
Anderson:  The Planning Board is united in its opposition to the treatment of park land as “free” 
space that is available for other uses whenever the need for land arises. After an unfortunate episode 
involving the selection of a new middle school site in the Bethesda-Chevy Chase cluster, I think we 
have made progress in our relationship with the Montgomery County Public School system in 
developing a better mutual understanding of the mission of the Parks Department and the role park 
land plays in a healthy community. 
 
When reviewing development applications involving dedication of land or space for public uses, we 
should encourage consolidation of green space and natural areas in urban areas (instead of requiring 
the same small area on every site) so they will be more useful from an environmental, aesthetic, and 
recreational point of view. The rules governing green/open/public use spaces should be examined 
with a view to getting more useful dedications. 
 
The Parks Department recognizes that it needs to focus more closely on urban parks. Parks in 
densely populated areas require more programming, extended hours of operation, and different 
approaches to security, all of which are resource-intensive and will therefore require new funding 
models, including closer partnerships with the private sector. This is closely related to the need to 
obtain better open/green/public use spaces in intensively developed areas under private ownership 
as part of the development review process.  
 
The park system also will need to find ways to accommodate the recreational demands of a growing 
population while continuing to fulfill its mandate to safeguard natural resources. With 35,000 acres of 
parkland, I think that the recreation and stewardship missions of the Parks Department can be 
fulfilled, but the task will be more challenging due to more intense competition for funding as well as 
competing demands for space. 
 
CM:  How do you suggest approaching the conundrum of preserving open green space and 
farmland in the Agricultural Reserve while also planning for dense, transit-oriented 
development that is not devoid of mature trees and green space?   
 
Anderson:  The most important thing that the Planning Board can do to continue to protect the Ag 
Reserve is to continue to accommodate the demand for housing and jobs within the County’s current 
development footprint through redevelopment, infill and planned growth areas. Doing so will reduce 
pressure for development in the Ag Reserve and other rural and exurban areas (such as Frederick 
County). The failure to accommodate infill and redevelopment in the core pushes development 
outward, creating additional traffic and pollution. And just to be clear: I oppose the intensification of 
development in the Ag Reserve. 
  



 
CM:   The MNCPPC has a conservation ethic reflected in much of our natural resource based 
parkland and in the Agricultural Reserve.  As Chair, how will you further that commitment to 
conservation? 
 
Anderson:  The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission was created in the 1920s 
as a state-chartered bi-county agency charged with preserving the stream valleys and waterways 
around Washington D.C. This conservation ethic and desire to advance the quality of life for our 
communities is still at the core of everything we do as an organization.  
 
A guiding principle of land use and transportation planning that follows this ethic is to design well-
rounded communities where people can easily travel between destinations while minimizing driving. It 
means considering sustainability in all its dimensions: environmental, economic and social.  
 
The best recent examples of this are the master plans I have helped to draft for a countywide Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT) network and for future land use in the areas surrounding the Glenmont Metro 
station and future Purple Line stations (Long Branch, Lyttonsville, etc.). These area master plans 
include significant increases in the capacity for mixed-use development, regulated and market-rate 
affordable housing, and a variety of retail and other amenities easily reachable by foot from existing 
or planned transit service. 
 
As an avid bicyclist and regular transit rider, I will continue to lead by example in showing that 
sustainable transportation can be a practical alternative to driving even for adults who are juggling 
competing responsibilities at work and to their families. 
 
 
 
 

 


