
 

 
 

SPEAKERS 

 

Daniel R. Borneo, Sandia National Laboratories 

Dan Borneo is an Electrical Engineer and Principal Member of Technical Staff at Sandia 
National Laboratory (SNL).  He holds both a BSEE and MSEE from the University of New 
Mexico (Albuquerque).  In 2012, he became a scholar-in-residence at the University of 
California San Diego (UCSD) where he consults with the University on their ES Program. At 
SNL, he serves as the principal investigator and project leader for the Department of 
Energy/Office of Electricity (DOE/OE) Electrical Energy Storage Systems (ESS) 
Demonstration Program. His primary focus is collaborating with representatives of the 
energy storage industry, academia, and state energy groups to facilitate moving innovative 
electrical energy storage technologies and systems to commercialized products and 

services. 
 

Ralph Brodd, Broddarp of Nevada 

Ralph Brodd’s career has crisscrossed industry and government and has involved the 
research, development, commercialization and marketing of battery and fuel cell 
technologies. He has served as a technical adviser to and research reviewer for the National 
Research Council, U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), NASA, the National Institutes of 
Health and the International Electrotechnical Commission. He has held research, 
management and advisory positions at the National Bureau of Standards (now the National 
Institutes of Standards and Technology), the LTV Research Center for Ling Temco Vought 
Inc., Union Carbide Corp., Gould Inc. and Valence Technology Inc.  Dr. Brodd has been a 
prolific writer on the subject of advanced battery science and applications. 

 
Damien Buie, EDF Renewable Energy 

Dr. Damien Buie is the Director of Innovation for EDF Renewable Energy – a subsidiary of 
EDF Energies Nouvelles. In this role Dr. Buie’s primary responsibility is the integration of 
new products into the company’s North American development pipeline as both renewable 
energy markets and associated technologies mature. His tenure began in 2011 working 
exclusively on solar technology, and in 2012 his role expanded to include all activities 
across North America including both mature and emerging renewable energies and storage 
technology. Dr. Buie has worked in the renewable energy space since 1999 in both the 
commercial and academic arenas.  He has held the position of associate lecturer in 
computational modelling at the University of Sydney and University College London, as well 

as the technical lead for Albuquerque-based Emcore Solar Power, responsible for the design of their third 
generation concentrating photovoltaic system. He holds both a Bachelor’s degree with honors in science from 
The University of Sydney and a PhD in physics from that same institution. 
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Chester Burtt, Focus Graphite 

Chester Burtt serves on the Board of Directors of Focus Graphite and Stria, a new Lithium 
exploration and development company.  He also serves as Director of Communications for 
Grafoid Inc.  He is also President of Chester Burtt & Associates Ltd. (“CBAL”) a corporate 
and public affairs advisory firm that specializes in connecting private and public companies 
with domestic and international opportunities.  CBAL also arranges for the provision and 
supply of financial services in mergers, acquisitions and joint ventures. Working through an 
international network and associate firms, CBAL has a 25-year history of offering a full range 
of services to assist companies with strategy development and decisions to best suit their 
investor and corporate relations.  Mr. Burtt graduated from Wilfrid Laurier University in 

Waterloo, Ontario with an MA in Political Science and spent some 15 years working for the Conservative Party of 
Canada. 

 
Dan Cass, GCube Insurance 

Dan Cass is the Vice President, Loss Control and Engineering Services for GCube 
Insurance. He works directly with GCube clients to help advise and assist in the event of an 
unexpected event or a claim as well as provide technical guidance for underwriting 
considerations. For over two decades Dan Cass has worked in the industrial electrical 
engineering field providing solutions for power generation up to 138K volts and hybrid 
electric automotive companies. Dan is a member of Underwriters Laboratories (UL) 
standards technical panel for wind energy and energy storage and the AWEA O&M working 
group.  Prior to joining GCube in 2011, Dan worked for RePower USA in business 
development where he was responsible for negotiating wind turbine supply agreements and 
long-term integrated service contracts. Previously, he held senior level consultant positions 

in the wire and cable industry focusing on electric design engineering and wind power collection systems. 

Jeff Chamberlain, Argonne National Laboratory, Joint Center for Energy Storage 
Research 

Jeff Chamberlain is Deputy Director for Development and Demonstration, in the Joint Center 
for Energy Storage Research, the DOE Battery Hub led by Argonne National Laboratory. 
Jeff received his Ph.D. in Physical Chemistry from Georgia Tech, where he studied 
reactions at semiconductor surfaces in an ultra-high vacuum environment.  From 1993 until 
2006, Jeff worked in industry and used his knowledge of surface science to develop 
profitable products for mining, coatings, and semiconductor manufacturing processes.  Jeff’s 
work in product development was primarily focused on design and control of particulate 
surfaces in aqueous suspension. Since 2006 Jeff has worked at Argonne National 

Laboratory, where, prior to starting his new role in 2012, he managed the Argonne battery department, as well 
as managed the battery intellectual property portfolio. Jeff oversaw the research in the lab after successfully 
licensing Argonne's Li-ion battery technology to GM, BASF, LG Chem, and others. 
 

Gordon Chiu, Grafoid  

Dr. Gordon Chiu is Vice President and co-founder of Grafoid Inc., and a named inventor of 
patent pending graphene materials and processes. Dr. Chiu is recognized globally for his 
scientific contributions leading to the development of industrial scale graphene applications 
and is actively pursuing the development of graphene materials for affordable, powerful, 
quick charge, long-life batteries. He holds a B.Sc. degree summa cum laude in chemistry 
from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute; graduated with an M.Sc. degree in chemistry from 
Seton Hall University with honors, and is globally distinguished by his acceptance as an 
MD/PhD candidate under the National Institutes of Health’s Medical Scientist Training 
Program (MSTP) at the Mount Sinai School of Medicine. He jointly combined his cumulative 

training with a Doctor of Naturopathic Medicine (ND) degree from the University of Bridgeport.   
   

Stephen R. Clarke, Applied Intellectual Capital 

Dr. Clarke is the CEO of Applied Intellectual Capital, which he co-founded in 1994 to fund, 
develop and commercialize advanced batteries and related materials.  AIC is active and 
current in a broad range of novel advance battery technologies including, lithium, zinc, 
bipolar lead acid, and metal-air batteries.  Steve is also one of the pioneers of grid scale 
storage with contributions going back to 1990. 
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John Craig, EnerSys 

Mr. Craig has served as Chairman of the Board of Directors, President and Chief Executive 
Officer and a Director of EnerSys since November 2000.  He joined the predecessor 
company, Yuasa, Inc. in 1994 when annual revenue was approximately $200 million.  In 
2000, he led the management buy-out of the Americas industrial battery business from 
Yuasa Corporation of Japan.  That business had grown to $400 million of annual revenue 
through organic growth and acquisitions.  Since 1994, Mr. Craig has overseen the 
acquisition and integration of 27 companies in all regions of the world.  He led the IPO of 
EnerSys in July, 2004. Previously, Mr. Craig served as President and Chief Operating 
Officer of Yuasa, Inc., the predecessor company to EnerSys from 1998 to October 2000.  

He joined Yuasa in 1994 as Vice President of Operations and was promoted to Executive Vice President 
Operations in 1995.  Mr. Craig began his professional career as an Engineer with Whirlpool Corporation in 1977.  
He received his Masters Degree in Electronics Engineering Technology from Arizona State University and his 
Bachelor’s degree from Western Michigan University. 
 

Gary Economo, Focus Graphite and Grafoid   

Gary Economo is CEO of Focus Graphite, the owner of the high-grade Lac Knife, Quebec 
technology graphite deposit.  He is also co-founder and President of Grafoid Inc., an 
emerging global graphene technology development company.  Mr. Economo has a 
distinguished business career, serving as CEO for a number of public and private high 
technology companies during the last 20 years.  He enjoys a long history of graphite 
marketing and sales for high-tech applications.  Over the span of his business career, Mr. 
Economo provided strategic consulting and representation services to technology 
companies in North America and Asia. In particular, he has a track record of success and 
expertise in building shareholder value when tasked with bringing discovery companies to 

market. Born in Greece and raised in Montreal, Mr. Economo lives with his family in Ottawa.    
 

Laurie Florence, UL LLV 

Laurie Florence has a Bachelor’s of Science degree from the University of Illinois and joined 
UL in 1990 as an engineer in their engineering services department, evaluating products for 
safety certification.  Laurie has worked in numerous categories in her years at UL including 
a variety of motor operated appliances, laboratory and information technology equipment, 
and gas and oil equipment.  Since 2003, Laurie has been the Principal Engineer for the 
following categories: Batteries, Fuel Cells, Hydrogen Generators and Capacitors.  As the 
Principal Engineer, Laurie has responsibility for technical input, determining technical 
competency criteria for UL staff and supporting UL’s certification programs for her 
categories of responsibility.  She serves as UL’s representative on numerous national and 

international standards setting committees. 
 

Gregory J. Griffith, OM Group 

Greg Griffith serves as the Vice President, Strategic Planning and Development of OM Group.  
Greg joined OM Group in 2002 as Director of Investor Relations and was named Vice President 
of Corporate Affairs and Investor Relations in 2005.  In his current role, he is responsible for 
developing and executing the company’s new long-range growth strategy, including oversight of 
the company’s M&A activities. Prior to joining OM Group, he spent sixteen years at Great Lakes 
Chemical Corporation where he held various positions of increasing responsibility. He received 
his BA from Purdue University and his MBA from the University of Indianapolis. 
 
 

 
Chad Hall, Ioxus Inc. 

Chad Hall is the co-founder and VP of sales and product management for Ioxus, Inc. His 
engineering, manufacturing, sales, development, and marketing skills have been instrumental in 
setting Ioxus in motion and continuing its fast-paced market growth. Over his career, Chad has 
been heavily involved in several National Lab projects and played key roles in each of their 
successes. Mr. Hall has performed a critical role in the development of Ioxus by setting up the 
factory and in securing VC funding as well as federal and state resources for the establishment 
of the company and further development of products. He attends and speaks at multiple 
conferences and technology summits in the electrochemical energy storage industry and he 
continues to contribute to the IP portfolio of the company. Chad is a member of the American 

Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) and is the Alumnus of Merit, 2010, for SUNY College of Technology at 
Delhi. 
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Davion Hill, DNV GL 

Davion Hill is a Project Manager for DNVGL Research and has worked for that organization 
for 7 years. Dr. Hill manages projects related to Li-ion battery safety, life extension, and new 
battery applications in ship systems. Prior to his work at DNV, Dr. Hill worked with Honda 
Research Institute and Aeroflex Lintek Corporation. He acquired his Ph.D. in physics from 
The Ohio State University. 
 
 
 
 
Quin Horn, Exponent, Inc. 

Dr. Quin Horn consults in the areas of metallurgy and electrochemistry and frequently 
addresses issues related to corrosion analysis, battery manufacturing, and battery science. 
In the field of metallurgy, Dr. Horn consults on topics related to failure analysis, corrosion, 
material degradation, and material selection. In the field of battery technology, his work 
addresses a broad range of issues including material selection and testing, cell design, cell 
manufacturing, performance degradation, accelerated life testing, and due diligence 
technology evaluation. He has extensive experience developing characterization techniques 
for understanding discharge reactions and degradation mechanisms in a wide range of 
battery systems including lithium-ion, lithium-primary, nickel-metal hydride, nickel cadmium, 

lead-acid, and alkaline primary cells. Prior to joining Exponent, Dr. Horn held positions as a Principal Scientist at 
Physical Sciences Inc. (PSI), and as a Staff Technology Engineer at Energizer/Eveready Battery Company. Dr. 
Horn is a Research Affiliate at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where he collaborates with 
researchers in the Electrochemical Energy Laboratory on projects related to electric vehicles and new gas 
diffusion electrodes for metal-air batteries and fuel cells. 
 

Konrad Jarausch, Passport Capital 

Dr. Konrad  Jarausch leads Passport Capital’s public market (long-short) and venture 
investments in clean-energy, materials and nanotechnology.   Prior to joining Passport 
Capital, Konrad led product development  and marketing efforts for Hitachi’s analytical 
instrumentation division where he worked with semiconductor, materials, solar, battery and 
nanotechnology researchers and companies. Konrad started his silicon valley career on a 
development line at Intel corporation in the late 90s.  He was responsible for the failure 
analysis team in the yield organization, and led cross-functional teams to drive 
manufacturing, process, product and materials improvements.  Prior to joining 
Intel, Konrad worked at Sandia National Laboratory where he focused on the 

characterization and synthesis of nanomaterials. 
 

Praveen Kathpal, AES Energy Storage 

Praveen Kathpal is a Vice President with AES Energy Storage. His responsibilities span 
energy storage project development in the U.S. and energy storage market development 
globally across AES’ platform. Mr. Kathpal joined AES in 2007. Prior to joining AES, Mr. 
Kathpal was a consultant in the wholesale power group at ICF International, performing 
economic analyses for clients in every major U.S. market, Latin America and the Middle 
East. He holds a BA in Economics from the University of Virginia. 
 
 
 
Michael Lew, Clearer Horizons LLC 

Michael Lew is President & Co-founder of Clearer Horizons LLC, which is focused on 
helping organizations develop strategic relationships throughout Asia in the energy 
applications sector. Michael also serves as NAATBatt’s Head of Communications.  Prior to 
founding Clearer Horizons, Michael was a Wall Street research analyst covering the energy 
efficiency sector.  Companies that he covered included Tesla Motors, Johnson Controls, 
EnerSys, Polypore and Maxwell Technologies. Michael began his career as an engineer at 
IBM on the product development line working on large systems.  His educational 
background includes an MBA in Finance & Accounting from New York University, a Masters 
Degree in Materials Science from Columbia University and a Bachelors Degree in Chemical 

Engineering from Carnegie-Mellon University. 
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Judith Judson McQueeney, Customized Energy Solutions 

Judith Judson McQueeney joined Customized Energy Solutions in 2012 as Director of 
Emerging Technologies for the U.S.  Judith provides market intelligence, analysis, and 
consulting on the use of energy storage and emerging technologies on the power grid.  She 
has experience in bringing new technologies from concept to market and specializes in 
advising clients on their market strategies and business models.  For the past three years, 
Judith served as Chair of the Electricity Storage Association Advocacy Council.  
Previously, Judith was Vice President of Asset Management and Market Development at a 
leading energy storage developer and served as Chairman of the Massachusetts Public 
Utilities Commission.  Judith holds an MBA from Harvard Business School and a Bachelor's 

degree in Mechanical Engineering from Kettering University. 
 

Troy Miller, S&C Electric  

Troy Miller is a Business Development and Marketing Manager in the Power Quality 
Products Division of the S&C Electric Company.  He has over 23 years of experience in the 
Power Engineering industry.  Mr. Miller has a vast history in the application and 
implementation of all aspects of power electronics and power quality. Mr. Miller is a Member 
of the Board of Directors at the Electricity Storage Association (ESA), the National Alliance 
for Advanced Technology Batteries (NAATBatt) and the Power and Energy Institute of 
Kentucky (PEIK). Mr. Miller is a speaker at industry events around the world covering 
market trends and economic benefit analysis.  He has published numerous papers and 
articles in technical journals and media outlets.  He is currently responsible for Power 

Quality activities at S&C Electric.  These include: Energy Storage, VAR compensation and Uninterruptible Power 
Systems.    
  

Scott Mulcahy, XMS Capital Partners 

Scott Mulcahy is a Managing Director at XMS Capital Partners and has over 17 years of 
investment banking experience. He is the former head of Industrial Investment Banking for 
Morgan Stanley in the Midwest and he worked extensively with private equity clients and 
their portfolio companies while based in New York and Chicago. Scott led Morgan Stanley's 
efforts in the global automotive parts sector. Scott joined XMS Capital Partners in 2009.  
Scott has been involved in several significant industrial transactions including the defense 
and subsequent LBO of Chrysler, the break-up of Sears, the acquisition of Beru AG by 
BorgWarner Automotive, the acquisition of Moeller AG by Eaton Corporation and the 
acquisition of OmniSource by Steel Dynamics. Scott has also led the execution of certain 

advisory transactions for clients including Boeing, Parker Hannifin, Dana, Timken, Goodyear, Newell 
Rubbermaid, and Tenneco Automotive. 
 

Chris Orendorff, Sandia National Laboratory 

Christopher J. Orendorff is the Principal Investigator of the Battery Safety R&D Program and 
Battery Abuse Testing Laboratory (BATLab) at Sandia National Laboratories. This program 
at Sandia is focused on developing inherently safe lithium-ion technologies for the 
transportation market through materials development, mechanistic understanding of battery 
abuse and failure, and full spectrum testing of cells and battery systems.  Before joining 
Sandia in 2006, Chris earned B.S. degrees in Chemistry and Biochemistry from Purdue 
University in 1999, his Ph.D. in Analytical Chemistry from the University of Arizona in 2003, 
and was a post-doc at the University of South Carolina. Chris lives in Albuquerque with his 
wife, Judi, and their children, Eoin, Aoife, and Cian. 

 
Kathryn Paisner, IP Checkups 

Kathryn Paisner joined IP Checkups  in 2011, after earning her Ph.D. in solid-state organic 
chemistry at the University of Oregon. Kathryn uses her scientific and mathematical 
background to tame big data monsters, thereby helping innovative people and organizations 
to make rational, fact-based decisions as they successfully navigate the ever-evolving 
patent landscape. 
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Norman D. Peterson, Argonne National Laboratory, Joint Center for Energy Storage 
Research 
Norm Peterson is the Director of Government Relations at Argonne National Laboratory. In 
this position, he interacts with governmental agencies and develops collaborations between 
industries, universities, and other technology organizations. These collaborations have 
included a number of projects with the State of Illinois, which utilize Argonne technology to 
enhance the development and expansion of Illinois companies. He is also responsible for 
the facilitation of laboratory agreements and interactions with governmental agencies and 
foreign research institutions.  Mr. Peterson has served as an advisor to a number of states, 
universities, and management consulting organizations, which have developed technology 

transfer and economic development programs. He currently serves as a member of the Editorial Board of the 
Journal of Urban Technology, the University of Puerto Rico Center for Advanced Nanoscale Materials External 
Advisory Board, the Northern Illinois University Research Foundation Board, and the Southern Illinois University 
Coal Research Center Advisory Board. 
 

Mark Rosekind, National Transportation Safety Board 

On June 30, 2010, Mark R. Rosekind, Ph.D. took the oath of office as the 40th Member of 
the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB). He was nominated by President Obama 
and confirmed by the United States Senate for a term that expires December 31, 2014. 
Member Rosekind has served as the Board Member on-scene for five major transportation 
accidents, including the 2011 Reno National Championship Air Races crash. He has also 
participated in NTSB public hearings and forums on issues such as substance-impaired 
driving, general aviation safety, distracted driving, and international safety investigations. He 
advances the agency's advocacy goals on substance-impaired driving and fire safety. 

As one of the world's foremost human fatigue experts, Member Rosekind has led the field with innovative 
research and the implementation of programs in diverse settings, including all modes of transportation. He has 
published more than150 scientific, technical, and industry papers and has given hundreds of presentations to 
operational, general, and scientific audiences. His achievements have been acknowledged through numerous 
honors and awards, including NASA's Exceptional Service Medal; the Mark O. Hatfield Award for Public Policy 
from the American Academy of Sleep Medicine; six other NASA Group/Team Awards; two Flight Safety 
Foundation honors, the Presidential Citation for Outstanding Safety Leadership and the Business Aviation 
Meritorious Award; and Fellow of the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland.  He earned his A. B. with 
Honors at Stanford University, his M.S., M.Phil., and Ph.D. at Yale University, and completed a postdoctoral 
fellowship at the Brown University Medical School. 
 

Peter R. Thomas, FIAMM S.p.A. 

Peter Thomas is the Chief Strategic Officer of FIAMM Energy Storage Solutions. FIAMM is 
one of the largest privately held global battery manufacturers. His responsibilities include all 
activities related to FIAMM’s North American strategic initiatives, including commercializing 
innovative new technologies and M&A. Prior to joining FIAMM, Mr. Thomas was a senior 
executive in both the utility and telecom industries. He was the president of several 
American Electric Power (AEP) and Sprint subsidiaries, the vice chairman of GE’s largest 
telecom exposure and was an executive team leader at Pennsylvania Power & Light (PPL). 
Mr. Thomas has been leading the development of smart grid infrastructure projects and 
enabling regulations since 1997. He is the former Treasurer of the Electricity Storage 

Association (ESA) Advocacy Council and is currently a member of the ESA Leadership Circle and the California 
Energy Storage Alliance. Association. 
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Paul Turner, Hecate Energy 

Paul Turner is the Vice President of Business Development of Hecate Energy.  He brings 
over 20 years of experience in the utility and energy industry.  Most recently as a principal at 
Renergix LLC Paul led the development of numerous 20 MW PV solar energy projects in 
Arizona for multiple U.S. and International energy companies.  While at Renergix Paul also 
developed a 5 MW CPV project in Hatch, New Mexico, which was subsequently sold to and 
is now operated by NextEra.  Paul was also the CEO of Nacel Energy Corporation, which 
was a $120 million market cap wind energy company traded on NASDAQ based in 
Scottsdale, Arizona.  While leading Nacel, Paul was responsible for defining the company’s 
corporate strategy, raising capital and developing a 110 MW portfolio of wind energy 

projects in West Texas.  Prior to founding Renergix, Paul was a Managing Director at Peoples Energy where he 
led the development of multiple natural gas-fired combined cycle and simple cycle power plants including the 
1,150 MW COB Energy Facility near Klamath Falls, Oregon and the 280 MW Valencia Energy Facility near 
Albuquerque, New Mexico.  The fully developed projects were sold to J Power and Public Service of New 
Mexico, respectively.  Prior to joining Peoples Energy Paul was a principal at CornerStone Energy 
Advisors.  Paul has his Ph.D. in regulatory economics and environmental and natural resource economics from 
the University of Wyoming, MSEE from New Mexico State University and BSEE from the University of Illinois. 

 
Pablo Valencia, General Motors Company 

Pablo Valencia, currently the Senior Manager for Battery Lifecycle Management joined 
General Motors in 1984, shortly after graduating from Michigan State University with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering.  Pablo has held various engineering 
positions in Powertrain, Thermal, and Advanced Technology Development including 
responsibility for Volt Battery Thermal and Mechanical systems.  Pablo has also held 
several Business Positions at General Motors including Advanced Vehicle Line Manager for 
the Pontiac Solstice and a Product and Manufacturing Management Position for a GM 
Project in Torino Italy. Today, Pablo leads a cross functional team that is managing the 
cross program traction power battery life cycle activities including Service Strategy, 

Secondary Use, and Recycling. 
 

Nick Warner, The Ohio State University, Center for Automotive Research 

Nick Warner is a research engineer and the battery lab manager at Ohio State's Center for 
Automotive Research (CARS). His primary position involves design of experiments for 
battery, power electronic, and electrical component testing as lab well as other support 
operations through the battery lab. Beyond battery testing, he has an interest in smart grid 
and grid energy storage systems and is actively engaged in researching battery aging in 
both primary and secondary life. Nick has received a BS and an MS in Mechanical 
Engineering from The Ohio State University. 
 
 
Kris Zadlo, Invenergy 

With more than twenty-five years of electric power industry experience, Kris Zadlo oversees 
Invenergy’s national and regional commercial activities pertaining to energy storage, 
regulatory affairs, and transmission, including development of near- and long-term 
regulatory and transmission strategies.  He also leads Invenergy’s energy storage project 
development team. Previously, Mr. Zadlo was Vice President of Transmission for Calpine 
Corporation, and earlier held various management positions during ten years at 
Commonwealth Edison Company of Chicago.  A Registered Professional Engineer in the 
State of Illinois, Zadlo graduated cum laude with a Bachelor of Science in Electrical 
Engineering from Rose-Hulman Institute.  He has a Masters in Electrical Engineering from 

Purdue University. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        


