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OpysterFest draws one of its best
crowds; event will move next year

By ARLA SHEPHARD
MASON COUNTY LIFE

hile it’ll take sev-
eral more weeks
before the final

numbers come in for how
much OysterFest raised
this year, event organizers
are pleased with the turn-
out they saw.

The 33rd annual West
Coast Oyster Shucking
Championship and Wash-
ington Seafood Festival,
hosted by the Skookum
Rotary, brought in more
than 13,000 people over
two days, Saturday, Oct.
4, and Sunday, Oct. 5, at
the Port of Shelton fair-
grounds.

“We definitely did better
than last year,” said Can-
dace Cahill, the event’s
Grand Old Oyster. “I think
the Sunday this year was
one of the stronger ones
we have had. The won-
derful weather and the
fact that there was no Se-
ahawks game that day
helped us out.”

The Skookum Rotary
wanted more local fami-
lies to attend OysterFest
this year, and so creat-
ed Family Day on Sunday,
where all children 13 and
under got in free.

“That was the other
thing that contributed to
the increase on Sunday,”
Cahill said. “We’re try-
ing to get the families out
there. That 13,000 (figure)
doesn’t include the kids.”

The festival’s signature
event is the speed and
half-shell oyster shucking
competitions on Saturday

and Sunday.
On Saturday, speed
shuckers Miriel Silva,

sponsored by Jolly Roger
Seafood, Guadalupe Leon
and Alejandro Leon placed
third, second and first, re-
spectively, with Alejando
Leon taking home the top
prize for shucking 24 oys-
ters in 1 minute and 16 sec-
onds.

On Sunday, competitors
are judged for not only

Raymondo Meza of Jolly Roger Seafood competes in the second heat of the oyster shucking
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half-shell competition at OysterFest, Sunday, Oct. 5. Meza shelled all of his oysters in 3

minutes and 41 seconds.

their speed, but their pre-
cision and the beauty with
which they can shuck oys-
ters.

Alejandro Leon took first
place again in the half-
shell competition, with
a time of 2 minutes and
31 seconds. Mario Leon
placed second, while Silva
again placed third.

Skookum Rotary has se-
cured a new location for
OysterFest next year, due
to changing restrictions
at the Port of Shelton fair-
grounds. The new loca-
tion is on a piece of prop-
erty north of the current
location, on the north run-
way of Sanderson Field.
Instead of buildings, the
entirety of OysterFest will
take place under tents.

“There’s so many ques-
tions yet to be answered
about how we’re going to
do this,” Cahill said. “You
solve one thing and anoth-
er pops up. It won’t be sim-
ple.”

The site will serve as a
temporary location for the
next few years as Skoo-
kum Rotary and other or-
ganizations, such as the

Joel Myer of Mason County Public Utility District No. 3
explains the dangers of downed power lines to a customer
at OysterFest.
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PARTICIPATING
BUSINESSES

« Acupuncture
& Wellness Center

- Air Master, Inc.

- Alderbrook Resort & Spa

« Allen Shearer Trucking

« Allyn Interiors

« Arnold’s Home Furnish-
ings

« Arnold Smith Insurance

- Ayers Automotive

- Belfair Licensing

- Belltowne Veterinary
Center

« Blue Sky Printing

- Bradley Scott, Inc.

- Bravo! Bodywork &
Therapeutic Massage

- Camp 1421 - Horse &
Mountain Bike Camp

- Copy That Reprographics

- Crown Auto Sales

« Dana’s Heating
and Cooling, Inc.

« Ehresman Family
Chiropractic

- Faith in Action

« First American Title Ins.
Co.

- Gillis Auto Center

- Greatgetaways

 H&R Block

- Habitat for Humanity
Store — Belfair

- Hair Shapers

« Haven in Allyn

- Hood Canal Travel Inc.

- Hunters Farms

« Les Schwab Tire Center —
Belfair

- Kitsap Credit Union

« Local Wrench

« Mason County
Fire District 5

« Mason County Journal &
Belfair Herald

- Mason County Title

« North Mason Fiber

- North Mason Resources

- 0il Can Henry’s

« Peninsula Credit Union

« Roof Doctor

« Scott McLendon’s Hard-
ware

« Scott Studerus, DDS

- SERVPRO of Mason
County

- Shumaker Chiropractic
Sisters Point Shellfish

- Sisters Point Waterfront
Cabin

- Taylor Shellfish

- The Visual Connection

- Theler Community Center

« Union River Grille

« United Way
of Mason County

- Valley Feed

» Westbay Napa Auto
Parts—Belfair

« Zech Interiors & Design
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