
UPS AND DOWNS OF 
THE OMER 

 
by Rabbi Haaz 

 
 I am drawn to Jewish 
ritual because it reflects my 
experience of life. In the Jew-
ish calendar, we are currently 
counting the forty-nine days of 

the Omer which run from the second night of Passo-
ver to the holiday of Shavuot. Each day we count the 
omer (an ancient measure of grain) and express grat-
itude for the blessings in our lives. At the same time, 
we mourn for the historic tragedies that seem to be-
fall the Jewish people during these weeks of the 
year. So, during these seven weeks, we are both cel-
ebrants and mourners. I appreciate the designed 
emotional confusion of the ritual practices around 
the counting of the omer because, in truth, human 
life is lived with this exact confusion every day. 
There is never a day of mature life that does not in-
volve some measure of sadness and some measure of 
joy. Although one might feel overwhelmingly sad or 
overwhelmingly happy at a given time, a person is 
never 100% sad or 100% happy. Life is far too com-
plex. The omer gives us a voice and a set of rituals 
to express the complexity of human life, to allow us 
to shed tears of sadness as we simultaneously shed 
tears of joy.  
 The emotional ups and downs of the omer 
describe our individual lives as well as our commu-
nal life at Adath Israel, especially in the area of our 
communal prayer services. Over the past few 
months, our morning minyan has struggled to gather 
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LOOKING AHEAD 
 

      by Michael Sigal  
 

 I hope that everyone 
had a Happy Passover!! 
 The Sigal family got 
back from Italy yesterday as I 
am writing this.  Since the 
deadline for publication is in 
the past, this article will be 
brief and probably miss a few events.  For that I am 
sorry. 
 I hope that all of you have been to the Shul 
and seen the renovation of the large Social Hall.  It is 
very beautiful.  The replacement of the air condition-
ing unit for the main building has also been complet-
ed.  The next renovation is to replace the doors in the 
small sanctuary.  My thanks to the Beautification 
and House Committees for their hard work and dedi-
cation.   
 Who has been to the Shul for Shabbat or 
Passover services?  Those of you that have, the 
Board would really like your feedback on the recon-
figuration of the Bimah and the seating.  We did this 
to attempt to make our Shabbat services more inti-
mate.  The pews will be reinstalled in mid May.  So 
I’m asking those of you who have not been there to 
please go to a service and give us your feedback. 
 This paragraph is a repeat paragraph from 
my article last month.  No one has volunteered for 
this activity directly to me.  Hopefully some of you 
have responded to Stephanie.  Next on our to-do list 
we will put a dedicated effort to improving our Web 
content.  The website has come a long way in the 
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the critical mass of ten adults needed to host a full 
service that allows the Torah to be chanted and peo-
ple to recite Kaddish. Our minyan has been short on 
people for most of the days over the past few months. 
While there are still those whose loyalty to Adath Is-
rael and to each other keeps them coming to services 
most mornings, the minyan is in danger of failing. 
Please know that this is not necessarily a sign of 
weakness. There are probably no more than a handful 
of small Conservative synagogues in the country able 
to host a morning minyan. However, we have been 
the exception so far, and I would like us to remain 
exceptional.  
 While I am saddened by the endangered status 
of our morning minyan, I am gladdened by those few 
members who honor their commitment to Adath Isra-
el through their regular attendance at morning min-
yan. Their camaraderie and participation inspire me 
each day to be a better rabbi.  
 In addition to the ups that counter the downs 
in the morning minyan, I am glad to share that I re-
cently experienced one of my favorite Shabbat morn-
ings at Adath Israel since I joined the community al-
most five years ago. This particular Shabbat boasted 
no special simha, no special celebration like a wed-
ding or bar/bat mitzvah. It was a plain, regular Shab-
bat. However, on this Shabbat, those in attendance 
heard the Torah portion chanted by two congregants 
who have recently learned to chant Torah. In addition, 
one of our religious school students who had her Bat 
Mitzvah earlier this year chanted a new haftarah por-
tion. It was such a joy to see our membership growing 
in knowledge and leadership of our sacred services. 
This, coupled with the high level of participation in 
our Shabbat prayer and discussions, made for a dy-
namic Shabbat morning. I grew up in a synagogue 
that averaged around 150 people every Shabbat morn-
ing, and I remember that about thirty people would 
sing the prayers out loud. In that room of so many, 
thirty voices sounded empty. On this particular Shab-
bat morning attended by thirty members, thirty mem-
bers were singing. This type of participation added 
such a fullness to the atmosphere of prayer, and this 
high level of participation among members who at-
tend is actually quite standard. I was thrilled that we 
were joined on this particular Shabbat by a family 
visiting their student at Wesleyan, a woman who was 
considering membership at our synagogue, and a lo-
cal college student doing a project for her world reli-
gions class. These types of guests are common at our 
Shabbat services, and I was glad to offer them such a 
warm, welcoming, and joyous introduction to Adath 
Israel.    
 Our daily minyan is endangered, and, yet, we 
are hosting our most engaged and participatory Shab-

bat services to date. I will, for now, chalk this up to 
the ups and downs of the omer. But, please know that 
you play a significant role in the prayer life of our 
community, through your attendance or through your 
lack of it. In a small community like ours, every per-
son is important. You bring opportunities for holiness 
that would not happen without your presence and par-
ticipation. Check your calendars and please set aside 
a few dates on which you can commit to raising the 
holiness of our community. In addition to the regular 
daily and Shabbat services, there are upcoming op-
portunities to help integrate you into our prayer com-
munity and help you grow your comfort in Jewish 
prayer. Please consider joining us on Wednesday, 
May 7, for our Early Risers Minyan at 7:00am fol-
lowed by breakfast at 7:30am. This service is de-
signed to afford those who have to get to work a 
chance to be a part of the prayer community and con-
nect with other members. Please also join us from 
5:30-8:00pm on Wednesday, May 9, for Pray-Eat-
Sing, when we will honor our Confirmation Class of 
5774. Pray-Eat-Sing on May 9 will be your last op-
portunity to experience the different seating arrange-
ments in the Main Sanctuary. After this Shabbat, the 
pews will be returned and we will talk about how we 
can incorporate what we have learned over the past 
few months to make services in the Main Sanctuary 
warmer and more accessible. It is important for you to 
attend Shabbat services during the next few weeks so 
that your voice can be part of the conversation going 
forward.  

Thank you for considering the value of your 
presence and participation in the prayer life of Adath 
Israel, and may our minyanim benefit from all that 
you have to offer. May the practice of counting the 
omer during these seven weeks offer you a sacred 
moment each day to reflect on the complexity of your 
life that makes it so very precious.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Rabbi Continued from page 1) 

  2 



past couple of years.  Stephanie Meadow is doing a 
wonderful job keeping it up to date.  We need to look 
at what other content needs to be there to serve our 
members.  For example, we need to have a fully pop-
ulated section for life cycle events (e.g., marriages, 
births, deaths and b’nei mitzvah).  We will schedule 
some time to do this in late May or early June.  I’d 
like to invite any and all to participate in this effort.  
Please contact Stephanie or myself if you’d like to 
volunteer.  We would look at web sites of other Shuls, 
get ideas of additional things we’d like to include on 
our website and create the content which will be put 
on our web site.  You don’t need to have the technical 
skills to update the web site.  You need to be able to 
surf the web, come up with ideas/changes and either 
by yourself or working with others develop the con-
tent for the web site.  We really need some help and I 
welcome all volunteers. 
 Looking ahead: a brunch honoring some of 
our volunteers will be held on June 1st.  My thanks to 
Myra Finklestein for heading up this committee and 
the committee members.  This will be a great event.  
All members received an invite in the mail in April.  
Look for details in this month’s Kolot and in the 
eNews.  I urge as many of you to attend if possible.  
We are honoring those of us members who make the 
Adath Israel community the great community that it 
is. 
 The next chapter of the Sigal Story: As I said 
earlier, we got back from Italy yesterday.  Stacey is 
staying in Bologna for her spring semester of her 
Dickinson College Junior year.  We spent time in 
Rome, Venice, Milan, Florence, Pisa, Lucca and Tus-
cany (where we took a wine tour).  We did many of 
the typical touristy things like touring the Vatican, 
throwing coins into the Trevi Fountain, visiting the 
Coliseum, buying Murano glass on the island of 
Murano, taking a Gondola ride, visiting the Duomos 
in all cities, visiting the Leaning Tower, checking out 
the fashions in Milan and of course eating a lot of 
good Italian food.  Stacey has already been to some of 
the cities so she served as our tour guide and transla-
tor.  We took a tour of the Jewish Ghetto in Venice.  
Amy and Stacey said to Ruth and me afterwards, we 
had the “worst tour guide in history”.  Both she and 
the man at the desk who took our money for the tour 
just went through the motions.  They did however 
make time to request donations from us to maintain/
restore the synagogues.  The 5 synagogues them-
selves were all different and very interesting.  Amy 
bought herself a Murano menorah and we bought our-
selves a Murano Mezuzah at one of the shops near the 
Jewish museum.  We tried to tour the synagogues in 
Bologna, but they were closed for Passover.  Only 36 

more days before Stacey comes home.  We will 
celebrate her 21st birthday in New York City on June 
1st. 
 One more piece of good Sigal news.  I started 
a new job at the Hartford on April 28th.  One of our 
good friends in the Adath Israel community was of 
great assistance through his connections to get me in 
the door for an interview.  It’s just another way of 
demonstrating why the Sigals feel so strongly about 
the Adath Israel community.  
 In May, you will receive an invitation to the 
annual meeting on June 15th.  The invitation will con-
tain the detailed agenda for the meeting.  One of the 
agenda items is that the Board is recommending an 
increase to our contributions.  It has been more than 
10 years since our last increase and we  don’t feel that 
we can put it off any longer.  The mailing contains a 
letter describing the proposal and the rationale behind 
it.  I urge all of you to read the material and attend the 
meeting if you can. 
 Lastly, as I do every month, I’m thanking our 
volunteers who are the lifeblood of our congregation.  
I urge any of you to reach out to us if you have an 
idea for an event or if you want to volunteer your ser-
vice to the Shul. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHARE GOOD NEWS! 
 

Do you have some wonderful, exciting news about 
you or someone in your family that you would like to 
share with the congregation? We now have a new 
L’Chaim Board just outside the office! So stop by and 
pin up a picture, a newspaper article, a note about 
your news, etc. We would love to celebrate with you! 
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Daf Beit Haseifer shel  

Iyar/SIvan 

The School Page for Iyar/Sivan 

Remembering April fun at Passover at Kidcity 

 On April 6th, we held our first ever joint Adath Israel/P.J. Library early 

childhood outreach program. We had about 300 people in attendance and a good 
time was had by all. The event featured Passover crafts, Passover stories and mu-

sic, and a chocolate seder tasting as well as full access to all the fun attractions 
that the   museum has to offer.  The event was held at Kidcity Children’s Musuem, 
who   generously donated us their space.  

 

Wrapping up our year long Tzadakah Project 
 The students chose the humane society as their desired beneficiary agency 
for the year. Over the year the students have collected tzadakah and make animal 

toys for the Humane Society of Connecticut. At the end of March, we concluded our        
endeavor with a trip to the Humane Society. We brought then a $65.00 check and 

homemade dog and cat toys. Some families also made additional contributions.    
   



 

Upcoming in May 

 
 May is the month of Israel’s Independence Day.  In honor of Yom Ha’atzmaut we will 
be having some Israel related activities for the whole school on Sunday, May 4th from 
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM. 

 Also on Sunday, May 4th the confirmation students will be taking a special field trip 
with Rabbi Haaz and Morah Becky to Camp Eden Village. The camp has  designed a spe-

cial program for them where they will learn about Judaism and  Environmentalism 
through hands on activities.  
 Hard to believe it but May is also the end of our school year. Sunday, May 18th will 

be our last day of religious school for this year. Hopefully everybody will be able to attend 
the Lag B’Omer picnic/barbeque following religious school that day.  
We will also be celebrating our confirmation students with a special Friday night service at 

our May 9th PES, where the confirmation students will all share their own midrashim that 
they wrote.  All are invited to join us for this simcha. 

 

Please note the following calendar changes: 
May 2 is NOT PES it has been moved to May 9th.  
May 10th is NOT SLA, there WILL BE religious school on May 11th.  
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Come Celebrate Lag B’Omer 
  

Sunday, May 18, 2014 
 
 

Schedule for the Day 
 

 9:00-11:30 am: Religious School activities for students of 
Adath Israel 
10:30-11:30 am: Mazel Tots activities 

 

All come together to celebrate a 
 

 Lag B’Omer Picnic Bar-B-Q  
at Smith Park (Country Club Rd., Middletown)  

  
at 

 

12 Noon  
  

Cost of Picnic Bar-B-Q: $18.00-adult/$10-children ages 5-12/
free-children 5 and under for a delicious Bar-B-Q which  
includes Kosher Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Chicken, salads, all 
the fixings, drinks and dessert.  (Extra soda and chips will be 
available for purchase.) 

 
RSVP no later than Wednesday, May 14.  
 
Please call the office (860-346-4709) to make a reservation and 
arrange payment.  
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Mark your calendar for  
 
 

“Pray – Eat – Sing”       

 

Featuring Confirmation 
Friday night – May 9 

 
 

  Services at 5:30 pm followed 
       by Shabbat Dinner at 6:30 pm 
 

JOIN US to celebrate the joy of Shabbat.   
Early services let us pray together and share a meal and conversation. After dinner Rabbi Haaz 
will teach Shabbat songs (and take requests). 

 

RSVP Required: Please contact the Synagogue office at 860-346-4709 or 

office@adathisraelct.org by May 5 in order to be sure we have enough food for all who join 
us. 

Please bring a non-perishable food item for the  

Amazing Grace Food Pantry. 
 

Cost: Members—free!. Not yet a member? Please be our guest for your 1st din-
ner.  For returning guests there is a cost of $10 per person or $18 per family.  
 

Todah Rabbah to this month’s Shabbat Katan v’Kallah (Shabbat Groom & Bride), Chuck and 
Jodi Gendrich, for sponsoring dinner in honor of their “Chai” (18th) wedding anniversary.  

 

Can you lend a hand? Contact Harriet Thiela or the office if you would like to help pre-
pare the meal.  If you can’t assist with preparations, help is always needed and very much ap-
preciated with clean up after dinner. 
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IT'S NEWS 
 

TODAH RABAH   
 Many hands make a 
meaningful and fun Com-
munity Seder. Thank you 
to those who helped whether it was shopping, kosher-
ing the kitchen, food prep, set up & clean up, serving, 
donations of food, or presenting during the seder: Jo-
nah & Joshua Young; Tovah & Lisa Caron; Ari & 
Bern Padawer; Michael Schulman; Eileen & Michael 
Daling; Jen Bouchard; Stephanie, Eliot, & Julia 
Meadow; Deb Hall; Irena May; Harriet, Marcey, and 
Aaron Thiela; Myra and David Finkelstein; Joanna  
 

Schnurman & Andy Bauer; Sharon Slossberg;  and 
Paula Goldstein.   
 
An especially big thank you to Mike Lafontaine for 
all his work getting the kitchen and social hall ready 
for the holiday and Rabbi Haaz for leading us. 
 
MAZAL TOV  
 To our Raffle winners: Bobette Reed Kahn, 
Bill Demert, and Diane Gentile. 
 
MAY GOD GRANT COMFORT  
 To Sarah Glaz. Our deepest sympathies on the 
recent loss of her mother. 
 
IN MEMORIAM 
 Our sincerest condolences are extended to the 
family of Hyman Schwartz who came to his eternal 
rest on 8 Nisan (April 8). 
 
SPEEDY RECOVERY    
 We’d like to wish a “Refuah Sh’leimah” to 
the following: Herb Gewirtz, Seth Axelrod, Ron Ru-
bel, Judith Rubel, Merle Loza 
 
 
 

SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 

Morning Minyan 
Monday-Friday 8:00 AM 
Saturday    9:30 AM 
Sunday               9:00 AM  
 
Shabbat Evening Services begin at 7 PM. 
 
One Friday Evening a month – “Pray-Eat-Sing” at 
5:30 PM.  
 

All worship services at Adath Israel are available for 
anyone who wishes to attend.  Members and guests 
who desire a welcoming community and the warmth 
of Jewish prayer are always encouraged to join us. 
We look forward to enhancing our community with 
your presence and participation.  
 
  

CONFIRMATION  
ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
Please share with us a proud and 
joyous celebration as our children, 
Elizabeth Beit, Jenna Dickes, 
Alyssa Goldstein, Julia Meadow, 
Max Weiss, Skyler Wilkins are 
Confirmed during Pray-Eat-Sing 
Shabbat evening service, May 9 at 
5:30 PM.  
 
We would like to invite the Con-
gregation to join us in our simcha.  

 

Please RSVP to the synagogue  
office by  
Monday, May 5 
 
Sondra & Roger Beit 
Sue & Tim Dickes 
Paula & Rob Goldstein 
Stephanie & Eliot Meadow 
Julie & Eric Weiss 
Wendy & Jack Wilkins 
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Don’t Forget Your Scrips!!! 
 

Earn up to 16% of the face value of the cards for Adath Israel 
at no cost to you. 

 

Go to www.glscrip.com for a complete listing of available cards. 
 

Contact Eileen Daling (edaling21@att.net) to place your order. 
 

Stop & Shop cards now available at the office! 
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ONE WHO GIVES LENDS TO THE 
LORD 

 
EDYTHE & ARTHUR DIRECTOR FAMILY 
MUSIC FUND 
IN HONOR OF  
Irwin Sitkin’s Birthday by Arthur Director 
 
HOWARD FELDMAN BEAUTIFICATION 
FUND 
REFUAH SH’LEIMAH (SPEEDY RECOVERY) 
Seth Axelrod by  

Marge & Stan Sadinsky 
Paula & Herb Gewirtz 
Phyllis & Art Waldman 

IN MEMORY OF 
 Irwin Mittelman by Gene Mittelman and Fam-
ily 
 Irwin Mittelman by Sharon Mittelman and 
Family 
 
SYNAGOGUE 
IN HONOR OF 
The 50th Anniversary of Mr. & Mrs. Martyn Winston 
  
IN MEMORY OF 
Michael Radnor by  

Anita Hennessey 
Eileen & Michael Daling 
Joanna Schnurman & Andy Bauer 

Harry Schaechter by  
Eileen & Michael Daling 
Sara Paley 

Hyman Schwartz by 
 Myra & David Finkelstein 
 Ruth & Mike Sigal 
 Joanna Schnurman & Andy Bauer 
 Jeffery & Bobette Reed Kahn 
Jeanetta Seligman by Hazel Kurlansky & Anita Hen-
nessey 
 
REFUAH SH’LEIMAH 
Seth Axelrod by  

Anita Hennessey 
Paulette & Herb Gewirtz 
Marge & Stan Sadinsky 

 
YAHRZEIT FUND 
Edna Resnikoff by Judith & Daniel Merida 
Rodney Hennessey by Anita Hennessey 
Robert “Bob” Lapidus by Nihla Lapidus & Family 
Jean Ann Osber by Stuart Osber 
Alan Pressman by Arlene Pressman 
Alan Ravitch by Dr. George Gitlitz 
Diane Ravitch by Dr. George Gitlitz 

Anne Littman by Edythe Rosenfield 
Benjamin Goldstein by Phyllis & Arthur Waldman 
Rose Abrams by Paulette & Herb Gewirtz 
 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
IN MEMORY OF 
Hyman Schwartz by Norman Hanenbaum 
  
 
 

JEWISH WAR VETERANS 
TO LEARN ABOUT GATEKEEPER 

PROGRAM 
  

            Jewish War Veterans USA Major General 
Maurice Rose Post 51 will learn about the Gatekeeper 
Program on Sunday, May 18, at 9:30 am.  The goal of 
the Gatekeeper Program is to educate community 
members (especially those who are regularly in con-
tact with older adults) to identify seniors who are po-
tentially at risk or in need of assistance. 
  Gatekeepers reach out in a variety of ways to 
elderly residents living on their own.  For instance, a 
postal worker or neighbor notices signs that a senior 
is in need of assistance.  In Middletown, St. Luke’s 
Eldercare Services sponsors the program. 
                The program will be presented by Dwight 
Norwood, who received a Master’s in Social Work 
from the UConn School of Social Work in 2007.  He 
joined St. Luke’s Eldercare Services, and in 2009 pi-
loted the Gatekeeper Program in Middlesex Coun-
ty.  In 2011 the Connecticut Department of Mental 
Health and Addiction Services provided grants to 
agencies throughout the state to implement the Gate-
keeper Program, making Connecticut the first in the 
U.S. to have a statewide Gatekeeper Program.  St. 
Luke’s is consulting to other agencies as they imple-
ment the program. 
             The presentation for Jewish military veterans 
and family members will be held at the Nestor Center 
of Congregation Adath Israel, 16 Broad Street, in 
Middletown.  For additional information about the 
program, contact Arthur Meyers, evenings, 860/638-
3819. 
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ADATH ISRAEL-INSPIRED PLAY 
GOES ON TOUR, COMES HOME 

 
 Martin and Steven are both on their way to the 
D'Angelo kid's bar mitzvah, when Steven is acci-
dentally killed. Martin feels guilty. Steven can't find 
his way to the afterlife. Is there some Divine reason 
Steven's ghost is talking to Martin or is Martin going 
nuts? That's the premise of What Next, a new full-
length comedy by Terri Klein, which was presented 
as a staged reading at Adath Israel in October, 2012. 
 Thanks in great part to the success of that 
reading and the participation of many members of the 
Adath Israel community in the play's develop-
ment, What Next will have its world premiere this 
May and June in Connecticut, New Jersey, and 
New York City as part of J-Fest 2014, a new com-
munity-based festival of Jewish arts and entertain-
ment. The production is directed by Lenore 
Grunko and stars Stephen Kelly, Michael Brislin, Su-
san Thom, Levi Axelrod, Jodi Brookman, Rachel 
Sondak, Naomi Kamins, and Richard Kamins. 
 As a thank-you to Adath Isra-
el, What Next will also be performed at our syna-
gogue on Sunday, June 1, 2014, at 3:00 PM. Sug-
gested donation is $18; proceeds benefit the syna-
gogue. Please call the synagogue office at 860-346-
4709 to reserve tickets. If you are unable to attend the 
June 1 performance at the synagogue, please consider 
attending What Next's J-Fest performance on Thurs-
day, May 22, at 7:30 PM at the Mandell JCC in West 
Hartford. If you send your ticket stub from that per-
formance in to Adath Israel's office, What 
Next's portion of your admission will also be donated 
to Adath Israel. For more information on What 
Next's J-Fest performances in West Hartford, Wayne, 
NJ, and New York City, please go 
to www.thejfest.com. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ayden Bennett 
David Friedlander 

Adam Guy 
Mark Kantrowitz 

Sadie Meltzer 
Shirley Millen 

Sharon Mittelman 
Felizia Regosin 
Michael Sigal 
Jack Solomon 
Alan Steele 
Eric Weiss 

Lauren Weiss 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Linda & Jack Adler 
Barbara & Bill Cohen 

Theanne Chivily & Matt Feldman 
Jodi & Charles Gendrich 
Paula & Rob Goldstein 
Terri & Michael Klein 

Stephanie & Eliot Meadow 
Jackie & Al Schatz 
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MATZAH FUND  THANK YOU 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Matzah Fund Committee would like to 
express their grateful thanks again this year to all who 
generously contributed to our yearly Matzah Fund, 
helping to assist many Jewish families in the commu-
nity at Passover. 
 
 

SHAVUOT CELEBRATION 
 

 This year’s Shavuot Celebration (the giving of 
the Torah on Mount Sinai) will begin Tuesday even-
ing, June 3. All are welcome to join the celebration 
starting at 5:30 PM in the synagogue’s social hall. 
We’ll start with a fun dinner followed by activities 
appropriate for the whole family. At 7:45 PM, we’ll 
welcome the holiday with an evening service. Then 
we will move to the Nester Center to begin an even-
ing filled with fun and lively study. Children are wel-
come throughout the entire evening and are welcome 
to bring a sleeping bag. Come for any/all the 
evening’s events. There is no cost but please RSVP to 
the synagogue office by Thursday, May 26. 
 Shavuot Festival morning services will be 
held Wednesday, June 4, and Thursday, June 5. 
Thursday services will include Yizkor. At the conclu-
sion of services everyone is invited to a Kiddush 
luncheon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNUAL RAFFLE RESULTS 
 

 On March 29th, the synagogue held its annual 
raffle event.  There was a lot going on during the 
event. There was a teacup auction with some really 
good items. There was a live auction with great deals 
to be had. We had lots of happy winners and buyers. 
The Wesleyan Spirits provided amazing entertain-
ment.  Of course, there was food and socializing as 
well! The Rabbi drew the lucky raffle tickets so we 
could finally find out who became richer. The top 
cash prize was won by Bobette Reed Kahn. The sec-
ond and third cash prize winners were Bill Denert and 
Diane Gentile. Congratulations to our winners! We 
would like to thank all of the people who made this 
raffle a huge success. Whether you sold tickets, do-
nated products, volunteered your time, or bought tick-
ets or auction items. We want to say how thrilled we 
are to have had the help we needed to put on this 
fundraiser. We specifically want to acknowledge that 
we are thankful for the financial support from the 
Edythe & Arthur Director Family Fund for providing 
the musical entertainment. It really livened up the 
night. We would also like to thank Mike Lafontaine 
for assisting with the setup of the room. It takes lots 
of time and effort in organizing an event such as this 
so I would extend my thanks to the members of the 
Fundraising Committee as well. They are an excep-
tional group of people who I am delighted to work 
with. 
 
Sondra Beit  
 

GENEALOGICAL TRAVEL IN EUROPE, 
PART 2 

 Gail Kalison Reynolds, Publicity Chair, Jewish Ge-
nealogical Society of Connecticut 

 On Sunday, May 18, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m., 
the Jewish Genealogical Society of Connecticut pre-
sents Part Two of the story of the 2012 and 2013 ge-
nealogical journeys of Secretary Monica Talmor to 
Romania. Learn how she returned to Romania, the 
land of her birth, after forty years and furthered her 
research in the country of her ancestors. The meeting 
will be held at the Godfrey Memorial Library, 134 
Newfield Street, Middletown. If time remains after 
the program, board members will provide assisted 
research to attendees. Free and open to the public. For 
more info, see http://www.jgsct.org. 
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Join us in celebrating our wonderful volunteers at Adath Israel’s 

Inaugural Volunteer Recognition Benefit Brunch Honoring 
 

Bobette Reed Kahn 
 

Terri Klein 
 

Arlene Pressman 
 

Marge Sadinsky 
 

Harriet Thiela 
 

Sunday June 1st, 2014 @ 10:00am 
Adath Israel-8 Broad St, Middletown, CT 

RSVP by May 27th, 2014 to the synagogue office: 860-346-4709 or 
Office@adathisraelct.org 

 
Donations go toward the Maxine Thumim Scholarship which will provide funds to 
children of members of Adath Israel for a fun summer at a Jewish camp or offset 
their trip to Israel. 
 

Cost: $25 per person 
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Tikkun Olam/Fundraiser 
 

We continue again this year to collect cleaned $.05 returnable 
bottles and cans for Tikkun Olam/Fundraiser. 

  

From March-June the money will go to Middletown’s Relay for Life  
  

Last month $44.45 was donated; that’s 889 bottles and cans! 
  

Please drop your CLEANED cans and bottles off in the designated bucket in 
front of Joanna’s office. 

  

Thank you so much for helping to repair the world (Tikkun Olam) and raise 
a few dollars as well. 

 

Stephanie Meadow 



 

Save the Dates! 
 

June 1 
 10 AM Volunteer  

   Recognition Brunch 

 3 PM What Next?  

     Performance 
 

 June 3  
  5:30 PM Dinner &  

    Tikun Leyl For Shavuot 
 

     June 4 & 5 
        9 AM Shavuot Festival  

          Services 

    

         June 13 
    5:50 PM Pray-Eat-Sing 
 

     June 22 
       10:30 AM Annual Mtg 
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GOT GIFTS?  
 

 Have you seen our Gift Shop lately? If not, we 

invite you to visit the newly organized, newly stocked 

and newly rejuvenated shop. You may be able to find 

something for the High Holy Days, or a B’nai Mitz-

vah gift, wedding gift, Passover gift or just something 

new for your Shabbat celebration. Please note that 

there is a catalogue from The Source Everything Jew-

ish available near  the gift shop, so if there is some-

thing special you’re looking for but we don’t have in 

stock, let us know what it is and we would be happy 

to order it for you. You pay less then the catalogue 

price.  

Items can be purchased from the gift shop during the 

following hours: 

Monday through Friday: 10 AM-Noon 

Saturday:   Closed 

 Our new proprietor, Shirley Schloss has done 

a remarkable job rearranging and updating our shop. 

She will be more than glad to help you with you pur-

chases or an order. 

 Other days/times, please see Joanna in the of-

fice if there is something special you are in need of 

purchasing.  

 

HOST AN ONEG OR A KIDDUSH 
 

 Take advantage of an opportunity to share a 
family simcha, honor a friend or relative, or remem-
ber a loved one by sponsoring a Friday night Oneg 
Shabbat or a Saturday morning Kiddush.  This is a 
delightful way to let others in our community cele-
brate a special occasion or share a memory with you.  
You can host an Oneg or Kiddush even if you may 
not be able to attend, although your presence would 
certainly add to the occasion. 
The following is a breakdown of the cost for a Satur-
day morning Kiddush and what foods are normally 
provided: 
 Regular Kiddush - $54 – Challah, gefilte 
fish, horseradish, herring(s), tuna fish, egg salad, as-
sorted sweets, bagels, cream cheese, wine, juice, cof-
fee/tea. 
 Deluxe - $118 – all of the regular Kiddush 
plus lox and white fish, flavored cream cheeses, to-
matoes, onions and fruit.  
Cost for a regular Friday night Oneg Shabbat is ap-
proximately $ 40, with additional costs for life cycle 
occasions. 
 These prices are based on normal attendance 
at minyan (approximately 20 attendees).  

 Prices will be adjusted if more are expected to 
attend Kiddush or Oneg or for special occasions (Bar/
Bat Mitzvah, baby naming, or other life cycle events).
 Call the synagogue office at 346-4709 at least 
a month in advance to make arrangements with the 
synagogue office administrator.  You may either pur-
chase the food and bring it to the synagogue accord-
ing to her instructions or simply make a donation and 
have our staff prepare the refreshments on your be-
half.   

CREDIT CARD  
 
 CAI is able to process Visa, MasterCard, 
American Express and Discover credit card pay-
ments.  There are a number of benefits: 
 
 You save time and money, no checks, no 

stamps, no worries 
 You have the option of spreading out your 

payments 
 You will always be a CAI member in good 

standing 
 CAI will have a dependable revenue stream 

 
 When you pay by credit card, your contribu-
tions will be paid automatically.  You will no longer 
have to worry about mailing your payments or about 
not being able to pay your contribution while you are 
out of town on business or vacation.  Enrollment is 
easy.  You have the option of charging any or all of 
your contributions and donations at once or on an in-
stallment schedule with the final installment being in 
July. If your previously paid by credit card but have 
not filled out a new form for this year, please stop 
in or call the office at 860.346.4709 to get a new 
form. New forms must be filled out every year. 
 
 Once your credit card information is up to 
date and on file in the office, you can always charge 
your credit card for any donations/contributions made 
over the phone throughout the year. 
 
 As always, if anyone has any questions re-
garding your contribution, please call Michael Daling 
860-346-0667 or Irwin Zagoren 860-347-6550. 
 
Please call Joanna in the office 860-346-4709 if you 
want to enroll in or have any questions about the 
credit card program. 
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sunday monday tuesday wednesday thursday friday saturday 

27 28 29 30 
 

1 
 
 
 
 

Rosh Chodesh 
1 iyar 

2 
7 pm Shabbat 
evening services 
 

7:33 pm Candle 
Lighting 

2 iyar 

3 
9:30  am Shabbat  
morning services 
 
 

Parshat Emor 
3 iyar 

4 
9 am Religious School  
10:30 am Mazal Tots 
1 pm What Next? re-
hearsal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 iyar 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Yom Hazikaron  
Observed 

5 iyar 

6 
11 am & 12:30 pm 
Mah Jongg 
7:30 pm Al Anon & 
AA 
 
 
 
 
 

Yom Ha’atzmaut  
Observed 

6 iyar 

7 
7 am Early Risers 
Minyan 
10:30 am Stitchery  
4 pm Religious 
School 
6:30 pm Mah 
Jongg 
6:30 pm What 
Next? rehearsal 
7 pm Executive Bd 
 

7 iyar 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 iyar 

9 
5:30 pm Pray-Eat-
Sing & Confirmation 
Dinner sponsored 
by Jodi & Chuck 
Gendrich 
 
 
 
 

7:40 pm Candle 
Lighting 

9 iyar 

10 
9:30  am Shabbat  
morning services. Kid-
dush sponsored by Har-
riet Thiela 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parshat Behar 
10 iyar 

11 
9 am Religious School  
10:30 am Mazal Tots  
1 pm What Next? re-
hearsal 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 iyar 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 iyar 

13 
11 am & 12:30 pm 
Mah Jongg 
7:30 pm Al Anon & 
AA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 iyar 

14 
4 pm Religious 
School 
6:30 pm Mah 
Jongg 
6:30 pm What 
Next? rehearsal 
7 pm Evening  
minyan 
7:15 pm Board Mtg 
 

14 iyar 

15 
7 pm Fundrasing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 iyar 

16 
7 pm Shabbat 
evening services 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:48 pm Candle 
Lighting 

16 iyar 

17 
9:30  am Shabbat  
morning services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parshat Bechukotai 
17 iyar 

18 
9 am Last Day of  
Religious School & 
Mazal Tots 
11:30 am Picnic at Smith 
Park 
1 pm What Next? re-
hearsal 
  

18 iyar 

19 
7 pm Golf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 iyar 

20 
11 am & 12:30 pm 
Mah Jongg 
7:30 pm Al Anon & 
AA 
 
 
 
 

20 iyar 

21 
6:30 pm Mah 
Jongg 
6:30 pm What 
Next? rehearsal 
 
 
 
 

21 iyar 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 iyar 

23 
7 pm Shabbat 
evening services 
 
 
 
 

7:54 pm Candle 
Lighting 

23 iyar 

24 
9:30  am Shabbat  
morning services 
 
 
 
 
 

Parshat Bemidbar 
24 iyar 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 iyar 

26 
Office Closed 
 
 
 
 

Memorial Day 
26 iyar 

27 
11 am & 12:30 pm 
Mah Jongg 
7:30 pm Al Anon & 
AA 
 
 

27 iyar 

28 
6:30 pm Mah 
Jongg 
 
 
 

Yom Yerushalayim 
28 iyar 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 iyar 

30 
7 pm Shabbat 
evening services 
 

8:00 pm Candle 
Lighting 
Rosh Chodesh 

1 sivan 

31 
9:30  am Shabbat  
morning services 
 
 
 

Parshat Naso 
2 sivan 

may 2014 

Iyar/Sivan 
Click to add a photo  

or drag your photo here. 


