
 
 

 
 
 

Partnerships and Projects 
Interview with: 

Sand Recycling Ltd. (SRL) 
 

 
 

(Left to right) Jason Mundy – Operations Supervisor; John Mundy – Operations Manager; Phil Haug – Business Manager;  
and Tim Mundy – Technical Services Supervisor. Missing:  Paul Befus, Operations Supervisor;  

Sarah Befus, Business Development Supervisor) 
 

EWMCE: Briefly introduce yourself – Company, names, titles and roles. 
 
Sand Recycling Ltd. (SRL): Sand Recycling Ltd. was founded to develop and implement processes and 
applications that would reduce the significant requirement for solid waste disposal of contaminated, 
used winter street sand generated by Edmonton’s winter road maintenance activities. John Mundy 
and Phil Haug, the Principals who started SRL, had a strong background in Aggregates Processing, 
Materials Testing and Municipal Transportation Processes. They recognized that their objectives 
matched well with the EWMCE’s mandate, and saw the value of entering into a partnership with the 
EWMCE.   
 
EWMCE: Please describe SRL’s development goals 
 
SRL recognizes the potential to re-use the winter street sand generated from municipal transportation 
maintenance operations.  Its goals are based on maximizing the recovery rates of sand through our 
recycling processes, and optimizing the efficiency of our equipment processes. 
 

1. Following our successful initial pilot project, SRL was able to set an objective of diverting all but 
the litter component of Used Street Sand from the waste stream going to landfill. With 80% of 



 
 

used street sand suitable for re-use as a traction aid after processing, the goal has been to 
maximize the reuse of the secondary residuals, such as fine sand, oversized aggregate, metals 
and sediment. This represents a target of 98% diversion from the waste stream for used winter 
street sand.   

2. The success of the Sand Recycling process to date created the opportunity to investigate the 
abrasive performance of the aggregate material applied to our streets, and to consider the 
potential to improve performance by using a higher quality product on City streets.   

3. This led to development of a new mixing technology that would accurately measure and mix the 
components of recycled street sand, salt, and high performance rock chip.  This goal included 
the objective of identifying the optimum percentage of salt required to eliminate the freezing of 
the mixed materials in stockpile, which has reduced the amount of salt used in Edmonton. 

4. Currently, SRL is focused on expanding the range of materials considered suitable for recycling 
through process redesign.   Snow removal practices and snow storage sites represent a source 
of materials suitable for re-use but they are typically more heavily contaminated with silts and 
clays and frequently exceed the limits for current processes and equipment.  The goal is to be 
able to effectively process all abrasive materials recovered from snow sites.   

SRL continues to pursue the goal of continual process improvements where experience and potential 
new markets indicate opportunities. 
 
EWMCE: How does your company achieve these goals? 
 
SRL utilizes the diverse expertise of its management team and the experience gained through a 
decade’s experience in developing and operating the processes. With a proven ability to recognize 
improvement opportunities, combined with a practical understanding of the related challenges, SRL 
has remained focused on achieving its goal of ongoing process developments.  Support from the 
EWMCE in this regard has been instrumental in achieving this goal. 
 
EWMCE: How has Sand Recycling Ltd.’s partnership with the EWMCE helped the company? 
 
SRL: The Partnership between the EWMCE and SRL has been extremely beneficial in first proving the 
concept and then moving to commercial volume processing capability for recycling winter street sand.  
The partnership has enabled SRL to introduce, trial and implement further development opportunities 
that included integration of a high performance abrasive chip to the winter sand blend and 
development of new technology for the more accurate and consistent mixing of sand, salt and chip.  
SRL has benefited from the EWMCE’s efforts at jointly exploring new markets through field trials and 
feasibility studies done in other jurisdictions and through analytical work on potential enhanced 
secondary uses for residuals from the recycling process. 
 
EWMCE: Anything else? 
 
SRL sees the EWMCE as playing a vital role in working with its partners in the development of 
commercially viable innovative processes for dealing with current and future challenges related to 
waste generation and the practices that generate the waste. 



Special acknowledgement to author:  
 

Contact:  Daryl McCartney, Executive Director 
daryl.mccartney@edmonton.ca or 780-496-6872 
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