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For Immediate Release 

 
 

PNC Foundation Sponsors ToolBank Tools for Great  
American Cleanup Efforts in April. 

 
 
CINCINNATI, OH – March 21, 2014 – Cincinnati Community ToolBank has received a $5,000 grant from PNC 

to sponsor all tool orders in April for charitable organizations participating in the Great American Cleanup. 

This means that all organizations who have registered their cleanup project with Keep Cincinnati Beautiful or 

Keep Covington Beautiful will have access to thousands of tools to equip their volunteers at no charge.  

 

Shannon Ratterman with Keep Covington Beautiful says, “The Great American Cleanup is our flagship event 

that draws hundreds of volunteers for a one day beautification blitz across the city. Last year we logged over 

2800 volunteer hours and picked up almost 10,000 lbs of trash. This year our partnership with Cincinnati 

ToolBank and PNC will help us to dramatically increase our impact by getting tools into the hands of our 

volunteers. On April 26th we’re looking forward to seeing hundreds of dedicated Covington residents with  

blue rakes, shovels, and litter grabbers cleaning up our city! ” 

 

The Cincinnati Community ToolBank is a nonprofit tool lending program that serves charitable organizations by 

putting high-quality tools in the hands of the volunteers who are painting schools, repairing seniors’ roofs, 

landscaping public spaces, and more, guaranteeing that every volunteer is equipped with the tools they need to 

get the job done. ToolBank’s resources empower all nonprofit organizations to perform larger, more ambitious, 

and more frequent service projects in the community. Since opening in July 2012, the Cincinnati ToolBank has 

served 81 charitable organizations, enabling them to equip over 27,000 volunteers with over $450,000 worth of 

tools used to complete over 1,700 community projects! 

 

About the Cincinnati ToolBank  

The Cincinnati ToolBank is the fourth affiliate of ToolBank USA, the parent organization of the new national 

network of ToolBanks. The growing networks of ToolBank affiliates are modeled after the highly successful 

Atlanta Community ToolBank, which has served greater Atlanta’s charitable sector for more than 20 years. 

Membership is free and once an agency has completed the application process, they can then check out tools 

online in one-week increments for up to eight weeks at a time for a small handling fee equivalent to 3% of the 

tool retail value. By housing, maintaining, and lending tools to charitable organizations ToolBanks enable 

nonprofit agencies to be more efficient, productive and to complete more skilled volunteer projects.  

 

About the Great American Cleanup 

 "The Great American Cleanup is a program of Keep America Beautiful (KAB) and is the nation’s largest annual 

community improvement program. It is organized locally by KAB affiliates Keep Cincinnati Beautiful (sponsored 
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by UDF and the Ohio EPA) and Keep Covington Beautiful (sponsored by Republic Services). Together, these 

affiliates will mobilize more than 10,000 volunteers across the Tri-State to clean and beautify their communities 

in 2014." 

 

The Cincinnati ToolBank is accepting donations to help fund the tool lending program. For more information 

about the Cincinnati ToolBank or how you can support its community efforts, please call Kat Pepmeyer at 513-

246-0015 
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