
Dear Ministry Partners,
 
“For by grace you have been saved through faith.   
And this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of  
God—” Ephesians 2:8. Lutheran schools provide  
an opportunity for students—and in many instances, their 
families—to receive this gift of the Holy Spirit and enter 
into or enrich their personal relationship with our Lord and 
Savior, grow in their faith, and receive the ultimate gift of 
salvation…for their tomorrows in eternity…for their life everlasting.
 
As LESA’s eleventh year in ministry comes to a close, we are reminded of just how 
impactful Lutheran schools are to the present and future of the children who attend 
them. We are often overwhelmed by feelings of helplessness in the world in which we 
live today; recent events in our community make us long for peace and hope. The peace 
that transcends all understanding—and that hope—from God’s plans to give hope and a 
future—may be found in the messages shared by our Lutheran schools, not only during 
chapel worship, but in each curricular area and the living witness of Master teachers. LESA 
is humbled to partner in ministry with each member school and agency in their mission to 
educate children in the Word of the Lord.
 
We are also humbled by your generous support of LESA. Through your gifts, LESA provides 
financial resources to families to make Lutheran education accessible to children from all 
walks of life and educational resources to support schools in fulfilling their mission to 
educate children…for eternity! Thank you for your partnership and support.
 
Serving Him with you,

                    
Sue Nahmensen				   John Diefenbach
Chief Executive Officer			   LESA Board Chair 
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Building Blocks Scholarships provide need-based financial assistance 
to families who cannot meet the cost of Lutheran elementary school 
education. To date, LESA’s tuition assistance programs have collectively 
awarded 11,818 scholarship awards totaling over $8.4 million. Praise be 
to God! This financial support gives children from all walks of life an 
opportunity to receive quality Lutheran education and the blessings of 
which are limitless and eternal!

In 2013, LESA provided 306 Lutheran educators with 4,437 hours of professional development.  
More than 90% of these educators indicated an increase in knowledge and skills 

that would be helpful for them to apply to improve teaching.



LESA Revenue and Expenses
2013/2014 Fiscal Year
		  % of Total
Revenue	 Amount	 Revenue
Individual & Business Contributions..................$79,819....................... 4%
Grants & Foundations.........................................830,991..................... 41%
Fundraising..........................................................303,930..................... 15%
Membership Dues.................................................33,738....................... 2%
Other Income............................................................ 557....................... 0%
Interest & Dividends...........................................153,146....................... 8%
Investment Income..............................................624,366..................... 30%
Total Revenue..........................................$2,026,547.................100%

		  % of Total
Expenses	 Amount	 Expenses
Management & General.................................... $139,797.................... 16%
Building Blocks Tuition Assistance.................... 372,752.................... 42%
Designated Tuition Assistance..............................71,275...................... 8%
Educational Services............................................ 120,472.................... 14%
Fundraising & Marketing..................................... 135,767.................... 15%
Investment Fees.....................................................45,660...................... 5%
Total Expenses........................................... $885,723................ 100%
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Abiding Savior Lutheran School 
Adams, James & Patricia
Adonis Electronic Recycling
Adventures in Spice LLC
Agne, Randall & Sharon
ALBKO LC
Ali, Amir
Ambler, Marianne
Anghilante, Pat
Asaro, Phillip
Atkinson, Audrey
Auble, John & Katherine
Auinbauh, Susan
Baan, Eric & Laurie
Baker, Patty
Balsters, Kenneth & Sandra
Balsters, Verna
Bandy, Charlene
Bangert, Rev. Mark & Lisa
Bartlett, Alvery
Becker, Bill & Diana
Becker, Michael & Sandra
Benedetto, Beverly
Benedick, Holly
Berndt, Clarence
Bernthal, Mrs. Harry
Bernthal, Patricia
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Bettlach, Ralph & Frieda
Bickel, Ken & Gail
Binder, David & Joyce
Black Bear Co-op
Bordeaux, Dr. & Mrs. Joseph
Bork, Kristin
Boroweic, Daniel
Boston, Vicki
Boyd, Yvonne M.
Brackman, James & Sandra
Brackman, Tim & Jana
Bradtmueller, Gilbert & Marilyn
Brakhane, Terry
Brandt, Adam & Leslie
Branneky, Tim & Jackie
Branson, Colleen
Brassie, Dr. Stuart & Alice
Braunecker, James & Kriste
Bremer, William
Brickler, John W. & Marilyn K.
Briggs, Nancy
Brocato, Wayne & Joan
Brofford, Arthur
Brofford, Eric & Amy
Bronner, Rev. Michael & Sylvia
Bruhn, Kurt & Kim
Brunette, Paul & Angela
Buckley, Cindy
Buckman, Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Allan
Bude, Duane & Bette
Bueckman, Ralph & Blair
Bunte, Brian & Pam
Bunte, Dave & Cindy
Bunte, James & Jerrye
Bunte, William & Leila
Busacker, Rev. & Mrs. Scott
Bush, Dave & Ruth
Butcher, Cole & Jessica
Butterfield, Jonathan & Leanna
Buuck, Thomas
Carson, Annette R.
Carter, Jeffrey L. & Beth
Carter, Rev. Stephen & Gail
Chambers, Jim & Cheryl
Christ, Michelle
Christensen, Bill & Dot

LESA Donors
We would like to acknowledge the 2013-2014 donors by listing their names below. Thank you for making 
a lasting impact in the lives of children. If your name is missing, please contact us at 314-268-1525. 

Christiansen, Rev. & Mrs. Joel
Church of the Reformation Lutheran
Clark, Gail
Clark, Matt & Lisa
Cole, Lois
Collins, Tamika
Concord Village Lions
Concordia Publishing House
Concordia Seminary St. Louis
Congregation Chai v’ Shalom
Conover, Charles Jr. & Nancy
Conover, David & Mignon
Conrad, Cherie
Cook, Rodney & Lori
Cook, Tom
Cox, John & Carla
Crancer, Don & Judy
Crisler, Mr. & Mrs. Paul
Crow, Elizabeth
Crumrine, John & Kathryn
Czeschin, Mel
Darr, Paul & Karen
Degenhardt, Larry & Pearline
Degenhardt, Tyler
Denen, Brian
Depker, Richard & Denise
Deschamp, Paul
Devantier, Rev. Paul & Ellen
Dick, Douglas & Grace
Diefenbach, John & Marie
Diehl, Jim & Millie
Dierberg, Mr. & Mrs. F. Roger
Dobbs Tire & Auto
Doerrer, Paul & Catherine
Domsch, Nathan & Allison
Drewes, Ted & Dottie
Duesenberg, Keith & Carrie
Duesenberg, Robert
Duffe, Cynthia
Earnie, Fred & Charlan
Eckert, Kenneth & Rita
Edinger, Lisa
Edinger, Richard & Jackie
Eggerding, Elaine
Eggers, Eric & Terri
Elliott, Sherry
Endorf, Paul & Katie
Ensor, Eugene & Bea
Esterlein, Ray
FACTS
Farnham, Danny & Katherine
Fassold, Mr. & Mrs. Raymond
Fendrick, William
Fenwick, Michelle
Fick, Warren & Phyllis
First Capitol Dairy Queen
First National Bank
Flooring Systems, Inc.
Foster, Donovan
Franklin, Steven & Ella
Frazier, Ruth
Frisella, John & Cara
Frisella, John & Delores
Fruend, Lewis & Carol
Furman, Naum
Gallagher, Charles & Lori
Gasaway, Richard & Bonnie
Gaskin, John & Angela
Gast, Douglas & Therese
Gastler, Mr. & Mrs. Gregory
Gateway Combined Fed. Campaign
Gerber, John W. & Nancy
Gibbs, Mike & Debbie
Gibbs, Rev. Dr. Jeff & Renee
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Who are the students served by LESA’s 
Building Blocks Scholarship program?

Household Socioeconomic Status
	 Students in households with incomes below 
		  the federal poverty level.............................................. 37%
	 Students in households with incomes above 
		  the federal poverty level.............................................. 63%
Attend Lutheran Schools
	 Urban settings...................................................................... 19%
	 Suburban or rural settings................................................... 81%
Ethnicity
	 African American................................................................. 41%
	 Asian....................................................................................... 2%
	 Caucasian............................................................................. 53%
	 Eastern European or Middle Eastern.................................... 0%
	 Hispanic................................................................................. 2%
	 Native American.................................................................... 2%
Faith Affiliation
	 Lutheran............................................................................... 52%
	 Other faith denominations.................................................. 36%
	 No faith home...................................................................... 12%



LESA Donors
We would like to acknowledge the 2013-2014 donors by listing their names below. Thank you for making 
a lasting impact in the lives of children. If your name is missing, please contact us at 314-268-1525. 

Gil Schroeder Sod Sales, Inc.
Gillet, Stephen
Gilson, Mr. & Mrs. Ron
Glatt, Joyce & Grant
Goodwin, Vera
Gove, Richard & Dorothy
Grace Lutheran Chapel & School
Graf, Jonathan D.
Gray, Neal
Greater St. Louis Community  
	 Foundation
Green Park Lutheran School
Griebel, Rick & Juanita
Griffin, Meg
Grillot, Thomas & Liz
Guenther, Gregory
Guthrie, Gary & Cindy
Hackmann, Andrew
Hackmann, Bryan & Jennifer
Haertling, Ruth
Hale, Janell
Hamrick, Mary
Hanephin, Tracy
Hanske, Ted & Dorothy
Hardieway, Lillie
Harris, Carlisha
Harris, Mike & Mary
Hartung, Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Bruce
Hastings, Daniel & Kimberly
Hebenstreit, Carolyn
Helmkamp, Lyndel
Herr, Phil & Charlene
Herrick, Jillian
Herter, Eric & Casey
Hillmann, Gary & Judi
Hillmann, Spencer & Judith
Himmelsbach, Paul & Tammie
Hingst, Mr. & Mrs. Duane
Hipenbecker, Tim & Bobbie
Hockenhull, Nick & Jennifer
Hoemann, Al & Cynthia
Hoemann, James P. & Amy M.
Hofman, Mark & Rachel
Holdiness, Tricia & Jason
Hollmann, James & Cynthia
Hollrah, Joyce
Holschen, Howard
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, St. Louis
Holy Cross Lutheran School -  
	 Collinsville
Hope Ev. Lutheran Church
Hopfensperger, Nick & Emily
Howell, William
Huebner, Rev. Wayne & Crystal
Iezzi, Richard & Jean
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
	 & School - Olivette
Immanuel Lutheran Men’s Club
Immanuel Lutheran School -
	 Washington
Isenberg, Mr. & Mrs. Len
Jacques, Lawrence
Johnson, Michael & Ada
Johnson, Stacy
Jones, Ruth
Jostes, Richard & Laura
Kahn, Marci
Kannawurf, Laurie
Karnuth, Dietrich & Judith
Kastens, Rev. Dennis & Alice
Kaufmann, Dave & Helene
Kaufmann, Wayne & Sharon
Keel, Dr. William & Bonnie
Keen, Michael & Patricia

Keeve, Gail
Keller, Richard & Karen
Kern, Roberta
Kersten, Brian & Jaime
Keune, Vernon & Elizabeth
Kiehl, Harold A. “Casey” & Barbara
Kiehl, Mark & Julie
Kiehl, William & Sandra
King, Tom & Dorothy
Kirby, Rev. Peter & Carla
Klein, Clayton & Amy
Knabach, Justin & Mandy
Kniepkamp, David & Pam
Knight, Richard & Christine
Kolb, Dr. and Mrs. Robert
Komlos, John & Joan
Komlos, John & Linda
Komlos, Ron & Sandra
Kottmeyer, Lorna
Kovac, Rev. Gerald & Barbara
Kovach, Richard & Mary
Kratzer, Mike & Sandy
Krepel, Joshua & Sarah
Krueger, Kurt & Lisa
Kruse, Brittany
Laclede Energy Resources, Inc.
Ladd, Doyt & Mindy
Lampe, Rev. Gary & Diann
Landskroener, Rev. Timothy & Kathy
Lang, Mrs. Edward
Langford, Sherry
Lee, Miriam
Leet, Janet
Leezer, Patsy
Lehr, Eugene & Linda
Leonard, Joanne E.
Lewis, Brian & Leslie
Lichtenberg, William & Sharon
Liefer, Kalin & Kathy
Liefer, Kevin & Kathy
Likens, Rev. Jim & Mary
Lindquist, Karen J.
Lingel, Christopher
Link, Cam
Lochmann, Bill & Nancy
Loebs, Norbert & Margot
Loeffler, Ray & Esther
Lohmann, Del
Lohmann, Marvin & Karen
LSS Lutheran Women’s 
	 Missionary League
Lumpe, Loren & Edith
Lutheran Foundation StL
Lutheran High School Assn.
Lutheran Legacy Foundation
Lutheran Senior Services
Lutheran Trust
Madden-Kimberlin, Brenda
Madi, Janelle
Magwitz, Bernice
Mann, Jeff & Jess
Marlatt, Ricky & Charlene
Marquardt, Denise
Marth, Theodore & Awanda
Martin, Ron & Linda
Matlock, Butch & Bobbi
Matrixx Integrated Solutions
Maxfield, Bill & Marlene
Maxfield, Bill & Melissa
Mayhew, Bob
McBroom, Janice
McClintock, John & Joyce
McPhearson, Geraldine
McRae, Holly

Messiah Lutheran School - 
	 St. Charles
Meyer, Judith
Meyer, Rev. Dr. Dale & Diane
Meyer, Roger & Laura
Meyr,  Mr. & Mrs. Wayne
Miller, Bobby & Helen
Miller, Paul & Susan
Moeller, John & Patricia
Mohs, Carrie
Montgomery, Laura
Mooney, Terry & Leslie
Mortensen, Diana
Morton, Regina
Mosley, Katy
Mueller, Dawn
Mueller, Dr. Mike & Ruth
Mueller, Rev. & Mrs. Timothy
Mullen, Mr. & Mrs. Robert
Mure, Lynn
Nahmensen, Jennifer
Nahmensen, Jim & Ruth
Nahmensen, Mike & Joan
Nahmensen, Richard & Susan
Negwer, Robert & Esther
Nelson, Rev. Ron
Nichols, Kobi & Jeanette
Nielsen, Rev. Glenn & Susan
Niethe, Ed & Sharon
Niewald, Neal & Pam
Nuernberger, Ken & Pat
O’Brien, Deborah
Odegard, Col. & Mrs. Keith
Odom, Ida
Opich, Sherry A.
Otto, Arlo
Otto, Ken & Anne
Our Savior Lutheran Church LWML
Patchett, Tom & Ruth
Patega, Tatsiana
Pawlitz, Ron & Gail
Peace Lutheran Church
Peak, Patricia
Pernoud, Joan M.
Perry-Nahmensen, Delores
Person, Timothy D.
Pflantz, Warren W.
Pichon, Wayne & Barbara
Pieper, Robert & Phyllis
Pieske, Bob & Diana
Pippin, Teresa
Pittman, Darren & Elizabeth
Poppitz, Keith & Kathryn
Portis, LaShonda
Pranschke, Leonard
Profilet, William & Janet
PRP Wine International
Quinley, Harold L.
Quinn, Daniel & Diana
Radtke, Ronald & Christine
Rall, Rev. Dr. Ron & Mary Anne
Raugh, John
Ray, Kenneth & Marla
Red Bud Industries, Inc.
Reinke, Paul & Julie
Riaff, Ron & Elaine
Richter, Eugene
Riebold, Shari
River Roads Lutheran School
Rogers, James & Carolyn
Rogers, Jan
Rohan, Ken & Velma
Rohn, Bob
Rohs, Norman & Carroll

Rolling, Robert
Rommel, Greg & Diane
Rowold, Rev. Dr. Henry
Rudsinski, Cal & Carol
Ruez, Dawn
Rusert, David & Mimi
Russell-Bono, Kristine
Rust, Kevin
Ryherd, Brian & Ann
Salem Lutheran School - Affton
Schade, Rev. Allen & Diane
Schaefer, Rich & Bev
Schaff, Tim & Cheryl
Schaff, Ruth
Scheibe, Al
Schenk, Rev. Allen
Schillinger, Jake
Schisler, Mark
Schlechte, Eric & Katherine
Schmich, Steven & Deborah
Schmid, James & Sherry
Schmidt, Jonathan
Schmidt, Mary Lou
Schmidt, Marylee
Schmidt, Rev. Dennis & Jane
Schmidt, Rev. William & Carol
Schmidtke, Rev. John & Sharon
Schmieding, Rev. Scott & Susie
Schneider, Bruce & Diett
Schneider, Thomas & Maureen
Schneidewind, Kristine
Schodroski, Glen & Chris
Schoene, Mrs. Marjorie
Scholle, Wilfred & Dorothy
Schrader, Robert & Karen
Schroeder, Gilbert & LInda
Schroeder, Rev. Ed & Marie
Schroeder, Vern & Joann
Schultz, Jonathan & Sue
Schultze, Belinda
Schulze, Kathleen
Schwarz, Barbara
Schweitzer, Cheryl
Schweizer, Mr. & Mrs. Melvin
Schwing, Stan & Alice
Scoffic, Denise
Scuito, Karen
Sell, Dr. Norman & Darleen
Senske, Dr. & Mrs. Al
Shafer, David & Karen
Shamus, Kathi
Shirley, Angela
Shoemaker, Joel & Kay
Siebert, Mary
Siepman, Steve & Sandy
Simon, Ralph
Sisters Garden Gate Recipes Inc.
Six Flags of St. Louis
Sommer, Chris & Mary
Spelbring, Letitia
Sprengel, Roger & Donna
Springer, Matt & Mara
Springer, Rev. Martin & Janice
Spyers, Leslie
St. John’s Lutheran School - Red Bud
St. Lucas Lutheran Woman’s Guild
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church & School
Stabbs, Charlene
Stallworth, Willie & Claudia
Stanlich, Scott & Jamie
Starnes, Kermit & Karen
Starnes, Kermit (Kip) & Claudia
Stebe, Cliff & Kathy
Steckler, Paul &  Deborah

Stock, William & Karen
Stout, Dennis & Diane
Stratmann, Rev. David & Christine
Straughter, Michael W.
Tampow, Mark & Cynthia
Tate, Judy
Telle, Mr. & Mrs. Mark
Templeton, Keith & Sue
Thomas, Wm. & Katherine
Thompson, Jim & Gerry
Thorson, Carla
Thrivent Financial 
Thrivent Financial for 
	 Lutherans Foundation
Tirmenstein, Steve & Chris
Tisdale, Collette
Titan Ventures, LLC
Tobias, Tom & Kim
Trinity Lutheran Church-Edwardsville
Trinity Lutheran Church of Lady Lake, Inc.
True Home Value
Trusheim, H. Edwin
Turner,  Mike & Susan
Uetrecht, Don
UMB Bank, N. A.
Unger, Raymond & Dorothy
Unity Lutheran Christian 
	 Elementary School
Van Dyke, Mickey
VanderHeyden, James
Voelker, Frank & Carolyn
Voges, Ken & Joan
Vogt, Alan & Linda
Walter Knoll Florist
Walther, Dan & Kathy
Wanger, Justin
Waterway Gas & Wash
Weber, Casey
Weber, Gary & Grace
Weber, Greg & Bobbie
Weeke, Mr. & Mrs. Gene
Wehmeyer, Ken & Lois
Weidle, Courtney
Wells Fargo Foundation
Weltmer, John & Deborah
Wenzelburger, Edward & Barbara
Whitlock, Marilyn
Widman, Linda
Wilke, Paul & Kathleen
Willerton, Lyn
William McKenney
Williams, A. Brice
Williams, Thomas
Willis, Cathy
Wilson, Rev. William & Brenda
Wines, Lawrence & Pamela
Winker, Rev. Eldon & Judith
Wise-Hines, Linda
Wissman, Roger & Rita
Woehlke, Kristen
Wolff, Garry & Charla
Wollenburg, Becki
Wollenburg, Rev. David & Jerry
Wuerffel, Rev. Ted & Abby
Wyland, Mr. & Mrs. Joe
Young, Arthur & Margaret
Zion Lutheran Church - Belleville
Zion Lutheran Church & School -  
	 Bethalto



William Bunte, Immediate Past Chair
John Diefenbach, Chair
Paul N. Himmelsbach
Carla Kirby, Vice Chair
Ron Komlos
Daniel Quinn

Giving Opportunities
Your tax-deductible gift at any level stays right here
in the St. Louis metropolitan area and helps provide
a quality faith-based education benefiting children in
PreK-8th. Every dollar raised will be matched dollar-for-
dollar by the Lutheran Foundation of St. Louis. Contact 
Katherine Auble at 314-268-1525 for more information.

· Join the Founder’s Society by becoming an 
annual donor. You can make a gift online—by visiting
www.LESAstl.org or by phone at 314-268-1525 or by
mail at LESA, 3558 S. Jefferson, St. Louis, MO 63118.
· Sponsor students through need-based tuition 
assistance awards or a school with a cash gift to 
help offset operational expenses.
· Support Fundraising – LESA receives no state or
federal funding, and thereby relies on fundraising to
help make quality Lutheran education affordable for
all families.
· Corporate and Individual Sponsorships are
available for various programs, including Health 
and Wellness and STEM programming.
· Leave a Legacy - Membership in the Heritage Club
is reserved for those who have included LESA in their
will, trust, and/or estate plans.

Fundraising Activities
Give a card that gives back. Purchase 
your Christmas cards now through 
LESA. Artwork is designed by students 
of Lutheran elementary schools. Each 
pack of 10 cards with envelopes is $10.

“A Night for Kids” Dinner Auction
April 18, 2015, St. Louis Marriott West. 
Honoring Dr. Eugene W. (Gene) Lehr, 
a founding member of LESA. Tickets, 
tribute ads, and sponsorships available.

“Brew in the Lou…
and Fine Wine Too”
October 17, 2015, Concordia Seminary. 
Featuring tastings of St. Louis’ best 
beer, wine, spirits, coffee, great food, 
live entertainment, craft vendors and 
exhibits. Sponsorships available.

Mission Statement
The Lutheran Elementary School Association (LESA) 
is a distinctively Lutheran, Christ-centered resource 
for those who teach and those who learn in Lutheran 
elementary schools in the St. Louis metropolitan area.

History
LESA was founded in 2004 and is a non-profit
corporation and a public charity under section
501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Service. LESA has 30 
member Lutheran elementary schools, four Lutheran 
high schools and three education related agencies 
serving 8,522 students.

Goals
1) Promote and develop financial resources for
Lutheran schools in the St. Louis metro area.
2) Produce curriculum guides and professional
development programs for principals and teachers.
3) Provide need-based financial aid for students to
attend Lutheran elementary schools in the St. Louis 
metro area. To date, 10,000 awards totaling more than 
$7 million in tuition assistance have been awarded 
through LESA programs.

Volunteer Opportunities
If you want to make a difference in the lives of
children, we can use your help. Volunteers are needed 
for administrative support, special events, mentoring, 
and professional services. Your help will impact the 
lives of children through quality Lutheran education.

3558 S. Jefferson, St. Louis, MO 63118
314-268-1520 • Fax 314-268-1524

www.LESAstl.org
www.facebook.com/LESASTL

@LESAstl

Sheryl Ray
Rev. Scott Schmieding
Jerry Wollenburg, Secretary/Treasurer
Yvonne M. Boyd, Advisory Director
Deitt Schneider, Advisory Director
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