
BIOGRAPHY: 
With over 25 years as a professional painter, Carel Pieter Brest van Kempen's artistic 
mission has always been to deepen awareness of the natural world and how it functions. 
His paintings have received widespread acclaim and have been exhibited worldwide in 
venues including The Smithsonian, The British Museum, The National Museum of 
Taiwan and many others. Among the awards his work has garnered are the Arts for the 
Parks Wildlife Award (1992) and its contemporary analog, the America's Parks Wildlife 
Award (2013), The Artists for Conservation Medal of Excellence (2009) and seven 
Awards of Excellence from the Society of Animal Artists (1994, '96, '97, 2004, '06, '10 
and '12). He was named a “Most Honored Artist of Utah” by the Springville Art Museum 
(2002) and a “Master Signature Member” of the Society of Animal Artists (2008). Brest 
van Kempen has illustrated over a dozen books and authored the popular coffee-table 
book Rigor Vitae: Life Unyielding (2006).  
 
ARTIST'S STATEMENT: 
As ecology is the engine that drives evolution, so is it the motivating force behind my 
work. As a visual artist, I'm concerned with form, but as a naturalist it's function that 
fascinates me, and my work explores the relationship between the two. When I select a 
subject, I typically try to find a way to display as articulately as I can the qualities that 
make that species unique, and how those qualities function in an ecological setting. Every 
technical aspect of the painting – composition, palette, scale, etc., hopefully serve to 
emphasize this point. The motivation of the subject is an essential component of this 
process, and making this motivation clear to the viewer is an important objective.  
 
As human impact on the natural world increases, our routine awareness of that world and 
our active participation in its processes diminish. But whether it's visible to us or not, our 
lives are irrevocably dovetailed into the vibrating matrix of nature. It's my hope that the 
little stories told in my paintings might awaken in the viewer a heightened sensitivity to 
the tiny ripples broadcast throughout that natural matrix by every one of its components.  
 


