
Handicap 101  
  
What is a handicap and how do I get one? 

A handicap is a measure of a player's peak 
performance or playing potential. As a result, 

players typically play to their handicap only a small 
percentage of the time unless they are experiencing 
rapid improvement in their game. The EWGA 

provides a free handicap service called GN21, which 
is accessible on the national website. The Boise 

EWGA also provides a handicap service through 
GHIN. This service is a paid membership and allows 

a member access to the IGA (Idaho Golf Association) events in addition to a 
handicap. Both services have bi-monthly revisions and provide trend information. 
Links to GN21 and the GHIN application can be found on the handicap page of the 

EWGA Boise website: 
 http://www.ewgaboisetv.com/play/handicaps 

  
What are the benefits of having a handicap? 
A handicap allows you to track your progress and determine what your expected 

score should be on any course using your handicap and the course slope and rating. 
It also allows you to compete, formally or informally, on a level playing field with 

competitors of all levels.  
  
How is my handicap calculated? 

For each round recorded, a differential between your course handicap and your 
adjusted score is calculated. Your handicap is approximately 96 percent of the best 

ten of the last twenty differentials. To calculate your adjusted score for posting, you 
determine the maximum number of strokes you can record per hole based on your 
course handicap, then reduce your score for any holes where the number of actual 

strokes exceeded the maximum allowed for that hole.   
  

Maximum strokes per hole: Handicaps 9 or less, double bogey; 10 through 19, 7 
strokes; 20 through 29, 8 strokes; 30 through 39, 9 strokes; 40 or more, 10 
strokes. Remember, this is based on course handicap. 

   
What scores do I post? 

All rounds (seven or more holes) played under the rules of golf during the active 
season should be posted. In Idaho, the active season is to March 1 to November 
14.  

  
Want more information? 

Both the GHIN and IGA websites are great resources for handicap information.  
  

Any questions on handicap? Send Kris a note -  
Kris Fenwick, Handicap Chair  
kfenwickdds@gmail.com 
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