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Skilled migration - the facts as opposed
to Labor and union's fiction
Wednesday, 13 August 2014

Recent rhetoric by Labor and the unions about Australia's skilled
migration programme seeks to lay blame on the government for
Labor's past failings and misleadingly suggests that the Coalition
Government does not afford priority to Australian workers, the
Assistant Minister for Immigration and Border Protection, Senator
the Hon Michaelia Cash said today.

Contrary to the concerted campaign against Australia's skilled
migration programme, here are the facts which clearly expose the
fiction peddled by Labor and the unions:

Sponsored workers on 457 visas account for less than one
per cent of Australia's labour force. At this low level it is both
unrealistic and naive to suggest that the 457 skilled migration
program is flooding the national labour market.
Workers on 457 visas are not a low cost option to avoid the
costs of employing Australian residents. Sponsors of these
workers encounter additional expenses that they do not incur
when employing local workers, demonstrating a clear
financial disincentive to employing an overseas worker over
an Australian employee.
Australian workers cannot be undercut by workers on 457
visas - market rates and conditions that would be paid to an
Australian in the same job in the same workplace must also
be provided to the foreign worker. If the market salary rate for
the position that is to be sponsored does not exceed the
Temporary Skilled Migration Income Threshold (TSMIT), then
the person will not be able to access the subclass 457 visa
programme. TSMIT is currently set at $53 900.
Allegations by the CFMEU published in today's Australian
newspaper are incorrect. The recent increase in the
non-approval rate of 457 visa applications is a result of the
implementation of the genuineness test and greater scrutiny
of applications by the department.
The number of primary Subclass 457 visa holders in Australia
as at 31 July 2014 was 107 570.  This is a decrease since 30
September 2013 - twelve days after the Abbott government
assumed office - when the number was at 110 280.

A business that is forced to close because it is unable to access the
labour that it requires employs no-one.  That is a lose - lose situation
for both the employer and the employees.

We must be able to have a sensible, measured and reasoned

Senator Michaelia Cash
Assistant Minister for Immigration and Border Protection
Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for Women
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debate about skilled migration in Australia so as to avoid the
demonisation of foreign workers and the vital workforce they provide
to our economy.

An effectively managed skilled migration programme ensures foreign
workers supplement rather than substitute Australian workers.
Migration programmes such as the subclass 457 scheme help
create Australian jobs - unions and members of the Labor Party
should keep this in mind rather than presenting misleading
arguments and deceptive data.

The Coalition Government will not engage in the divisive, ugly
politics employed by the former Labor Government. What we will do
is ensure that we focus on compliance and strengthened integrity
measures within the skilled migration programme with the same
energy and commitment that we have demonstrated in stopping
illegal maritime arrivals.
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