
CTE Month Special: What Do the State of the States Mean for CTE? 

 

In Alabama Governor Robert Bentley announced his support for the plans laid by the Governor’s Career 

Ready Task Force, emphasizing the need for business and industry leaders to contribute to the 

conversation about what constitutes career-readiness.  He advocated expanding Alabama’s dual 

enrollment programs and providing for more career coaches. 

 

Governor Sean Parnell of Alaska also endorsed CTE, including proposals to expand dual enrollment 

programs and more CTE pathways.  He commended CTE as a strategy to raise graduation rates, noting 

that in the Northwest Arctic Borough, introducing CTE programs led to an 11 percent increase in 

graduation rates. 

 

Delaware Governor Jack Markell proposed an expansive strategy to expand CTE, beginning with a two-

year comprehensive manufacturing CTE program for juniors and seniors that focuses on engineering and 

would lead to nationally recognized manufacturing certificates.  Linked to that program, he also 

announced his desire to promote public-private partnerships to offer students real-world experience as 

part of a career-ready curriculum, and partnerships between schools and private industry to identify the 

programs that will best serve graduates as they enter the workforce.  He touted Delaware’s JobLink 

program, a database designed to help employers search for jobseekers by their skills.  Like Governors 

Bentley and Parnell, Markell also pushed for expanded dual-enrollment programs for secondary 

students, enabling them to earn post-secondary credit over the course of their studies. 

 

Neil Abercrombie, Governor of Hawaii, touted his state’s investment in STEM initiatives, singling out the 

Thirty Meter Telescope, which features a STEM training partnership with the Institute for Astronomy’s 

Akamai Workforce Initiative to train postsecondary students in STEM and robotics. 

 

Kentucky Governor Steve Beshear lauded the state’s progress in CTE.  He cited “…a new model of 

secondary career and technical education to make it more accessible to students at an earlier age, more 

rigorous academically and better aligned with both postsecondary requirements and employer 

needs…We are fitting the pieces together to create a seamless, cradle-to-career education system that is 

better preparing our students for this complex world.” 

 

North Carolina Governor Pat McCrory outlined the importance of ensuring that secondary and 

postsecondary pathways for success include all types of postsecondary credential—certificates, 

associates degrees and professional certification—as well as four-year degrees.  Governor McRory also 

conveyed his support for helping private sector professionals transition into teaching, opening the door 

for experts in technical fields to begin careers as CTE teachers. 

 

In his State of the State Address, Governor Earl Ray Tomblin of West Virginia expressed his belief that 

CTE can be a critical tool for students who wish to pursue STEM at the postsecondary level.  He cited 

West Virginia’s work to bring math and language arts teachers into career and technical schools, thereby 

minimizing the need to bus students to and from CTE and comprehensive schools.  Governor Tomblin 

also highlighted the Advanced Careers Program (ACP), pointing out five CTE sites that have instituted 

career courses because of the ACP program, and stated that the program would help 32 sites to 

implement high quality CTE programs by 2016. 
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During the State of the State Address in Connecticut, Governor Daniel Malloy embraced “hands-on 

learning,” committing his administration to working with private-sector partners and educators to 

provide for early college and dual enrollment initiatives.  He also commended the P-Tech program, a 

collaboration between IBM and a number of New York City high schools that guides students through 

high school and provides for an additional two years of instruction.  Graduating students complete the 

P-Tech program with advanced credentials and Governor Malloy expressed his desire to emulate this in 

Connecticut by offering a comprehensive, skill-centered pathway for students to credentials beyond a 

high school diploma. 

 

Georgia Governor Nathan Deal touted the state’s High Demand Career Initiative, designed to bring 

together leaders of the University System of Georgia, technical colleges and schools, and state industry 

leaders to understand labor market needs, as well as a $10M loan program for students attending 

technical colleges. 

 

In Indiana, Governor Mike Pence outlined his desire to make CTE an option for every Hoosier student.  

He encouraged not only the development of programs to allow secondary students an easier path into 

postsecondary CTE programs, but also for adult education that would allow professionals to seek 

retraining to improve their skills and competencies making them more competitive in today’s labor 

market. 

 

Governor Terry Branstad of Iowa promoted his Iowa Apprenticeship and Job Training Act, entailing a 

number of initiatives to increase student access to apprenticeships by tripling funding for 

apprenticeships under the state’s 260F worker training program.  He also cited his state’s recent success 

expanding STEM education, anticipating 60,000 or more students will have access to STEM programs in 

the state because of the efforts of the STEM Advisory Council, an initiative led by Vermeer CEO Mary 

Andringa and Lieutenant Governor Kim Reynolds. 

 

Governor Sam Brownback of Kansas touted a 75 percent increase in enrollment in CTE since the state 

launched its Career Technical Education Initiative.  The sweeping plan from 2012 included $8.75 million 

for CTE programs, covering tuition for students taking postsecondary CTE courses, $1.5 million to high 

schools that encourage students to earn industry recognized credentials and allotting funds to spread 

the word about job opportunities for CTE graduates. 

 

In Maryland, Governor Martin O’Malley announced his desire for every high school student in Maryland 

to graduate with a modern technical skill and a year of college credit already earned. 

 

Governor of New Hampshire Maggie Hassan embraced developing STEM education in the Granite State 

as a response to the needs of the state’s high-tech industry.  Governor Hassan cited restoring previously 

cut funds to New Hampshire higher education as a strategy to entice business to the state, and indicated 

that a well-trained and career-ready workforce was key to economic development in the granite state. 

 

In the Oklahoma State of the State Address, Governor Mary Fallin called education beyond high school 

“the new minimum” for Oklahomans entering the workforce, and expressed her desire to increase the 

number of graduates seeking qualifications beyond a high school diploma “…either by attending college 
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or a career technology center.”  She also cited increasing numbers of Oklahomans seeking degrees or 

certificates because of collaboration with CareerTech in the Complete College America initiative. 

 

In South Dakota, Governor Dennis Daugaard focused heavily on CTE, which he labeled “…the 

intersection of education and economic development.”  In a series of proposals to enhance CTE and 

draw more students into technical fields the governor advocated for $5 million in Governor’s Grants for 

CTE to improve collaboration between secondary schools offering CTE courses, along with $3.8 million in 

Future Fund grants to technical institutes for workplace priority areas and extra funds for scholarships 

for students in high need fields.  He also touted Building South Dakota, the economic development fund 

that incorporates infrastructure, housing and development funds along with CTE funding. 

 
Continuing with his year-old Drive to 55 initiative, (a program to ensuring 55 percent of his state’s 
citizens possess credentials above a high school diploma by 2022), Governor Bill Haslam 
of Tennessee voiced his support for expanded CTE and career readiness programs.  Adding onto Drive to 
55 has expanded dual enrollment, workforce readiness and curriculum alignment initiatives, Governor 
Haslam announced the “Tennessee Promise” program.  Tennessee Promise will provide Tennessee 
secondary graduates with the opportunity to go to two years of community college or college of applied 
technology education free of charge.  Continuing his push for expanded educational opportunity, 
Governor Haslam included in his address further funding for college expansion and renovation across 
the state, including $65 million for expanding two of the largest community colleges in Tennessee. 
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