
 

Early Learning Challenge Grant  

The ECAC is pleased to announce that Governor Cuomo submitted an application for funding made 
available through the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant program. New York stands to benefit 
from the three years of focused strategic planning and project implementation of the ECAC.  The work of 
the ECAC was critical to making New York competitive for this round of grants. New York State was one of 
16 states and the District of Columbia to submit an application.  If successful, New York would receive $75 
million over the next four years to strengthen and expand its system of early childhood services.   

New York’s application was submitted to the U.S. Department of Education and the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services on October 16, 2013.  Winners will be announced sometime in December 2013.  
This summary provides an overview of key goals and activities in each section of the application.  

• Section A: Successful State Systems. This section provides the reviewers with a sense of the current 
landscape and outline’s New York’s past commitment to early childhood services, rationale for the 
state’s early learning and development reform agenda, and existing strategies to align and coordinate 
early learning and development across the state. A budget to implement and sustain the work of this 
grant is outlined in this section. 

• Section B: High Quality Accountable Programs. This section focuses on building/expanding a Quality 
Rating Improvement System (QRIS). New York’s application focuses on expanding QUALITYstarsNY to 
more UPK, Head Start and Early Head Start, programs serving children with special needs (through Part 
B/C), and programs serving children who receive child care subsidies; specific targets have been 
developed. A validation study of QUALITYstarsNY will be completed to ensure it meaningfully 
differentiates levels of quality and is related to learning, development, and school readiness. 

• Section C: Promoting Early Learning and Development Outcomes for Children. In this section, New 
York proposes to increase the number of children who receive developmental screenings; enhance the 
health standards in QUALITYstarsNY; expand training on  QUALITYstarsNY  health standards; support 
early learning programs to more effectively support healthy eating habits, nutrition and physical 
activity; and provide training and support to early learning programs to support children’s social and 
emotional development. 

• Section D: A Great Early Childhood Education Workforce. New York’s existing Core Body of Knowledge 
(CBK) articulates what early learning professionals should know and be able to do. Through this grant 
New York will integrate the CBK across all professional development experiences, from training through 
degrees; provide targeted professional development on the CBK to ensure broad knowledge and 
implementation to practice; and integrate the CBK into training requirements. 



• Section E: Measuring Outcome and Progress. New York will develop a strategy to better understand 
the status of children’s learning and development at kindergarten entry. Developed in partnership with 
teachers and other stakeholders, an Early Learning Inventory of Skills (either a single instrument or a 
broader battery) that informs instruction and services will be identified, piloted, refined, and taken 
statewide by the end of the grant. 

 


