
 

Engaging Families & Supporting Young Children 

Webinar & toolkit now available at: 
http://www.nysecac.org/priorities/strong-families/strong-families-work-group/family-

engagement-webinar-and-tool-kit/ 

Presented by Dr. Mary McKay, Professor and Director of the McSilver Institute for Poverty 
Policy & Research at New York University 

The ECAC has just made available a web-based training video on Engaging Families and 
Supporting Young Children.  The purpose of this web-based training is to support staff at all 
levels to develop and enhance skills that maximize family engagement and partnership across a 
range of provider organizations and settings serving young children and their families. As all 
professionals who work with young children know, parents are critical influences on the early 
development of their children. Parents have a consistent presence in their children’s life when 
they are young and are more able to influence their child’s health development and early 
learning.  

The Early Childhood Advisory Council (ECAC) Strong Families Workgroup believes that 
meaningful family engagement promotes better outcomes for programs, children, and families.   
Research supports that positive child outcomes are tied to strong family involvement. The work 
group seeks to strengthen and support parent’s voice in shaping policies and programs that 
impact on children and families.  To this end, we strive to help build family partnerships and 
coordinate family engagement efforts across state agencies and in the programs that fund and 
regulate. The focus of the Work Group continues to be to encourage positive parent-child 
relationships and offer strategies that lead to meaningful family engagement. 

Program and services that support family engagement are based on a set of values that are a 
shift from the previous understanding that inviting families to participate with their children is 
adequate.  At the core of these values is the belief that all families have strengths.  
Furthermore, a growing body of research informs us that to achieve desired outcomes, families 
are integral to the process of setting goals, designing services, and making decisions.  Finally, 
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families are empowered to take an active role in their child’s development and to recognize 
their strengths, needs and resources. 

 

Comment [BF1]: Child or family development or 
both? 


