
We've arrived at the end of December points posting, and were 2/3 of the way through the show 

season. Of most interest is where will the bottom be for the top 25 in championship, kittens, and 
premiership.  This is always the prediction with the least amount of accuracy (the predictor 

program in March having the most).  I was especially disappointed with the prediction at this 
point concerning kittens, where the drop in counts made it look like hardly any new kittens would 

come in, but in actuality 8 new kittens came in.  Given that, I’m really going out on a limb with 

the kitten predictions, but here goes. 

 
CHAMPIONSHIP – around 6050 plus or minus 350 (between 5700 and 6400) 
Last year’s prediction turned out to be ok (somewhere between 5500 and 6211 – it was 5765).  
This year’s prediction may be very difficult because of the fact that the championship point gain 

over the past five years has been strangely cyclical.  Odd-numbered ending years have shown 
significantly lower additional point gains between the end of December and the end of the 

season than even-numbered ending years (like this one).  For example, for the last three odd-

numbered years, the increase was 2065 points, while the corresponding last two even-numbered 
years were 2460.  That’s a significant difference in increases, so it makes the range for this year’s 

prediction fairly larger than normal, namely, plus or minus 350 vs the usual 250.  If you just went 
with the overall average gain you’d expect an increase of 2222.5 points, but given the way the 

average high-count shows have been going, I just don’t see that even-year boon coming this 

year with that big of a gain.  That’s why I’m going to opt for an increase of about 1900 and that’s 
what we’ll go with assuming somehow we don’t have another one of those even-number year 

point increases above normal.  This does take into account the average counts you’re seeing, 
which aren’t that much different from last years’, but they are slightly lower.  Since last year’s 

increase from here to the end was 2166, and counts aren’t that much lower this year than last, 
that’s why I’m opting for a 2100 point increase – about the same but just slightly lower than last 

year.  For last season through the end of December, the average highest count shows was 80, 

while for this season it was 75 with the respective overall averages at 58 and 57, respectively.  
That’s not much of a decrease, so the likelihood of that big spike we’ve seen for the past three 

“even-numbered” years probably won’t happen, and neither will a significant gain in points from 
this point forward that is significantly different from last year.  That’s what I’m expecting, and 

that’s why I’m holding with a 5,700 to 6,400 range for the final spot in the top 25 in 

Championship.  That’s also based on the likelihood this year that we won’t have that many large 
shows from here to the end of the show season (and most of those will be in Europe by the 

way).  Last year between the end of December and the end of the show season there were five 
weekends where the maximum show count was over 90 out of 17 weekends till the end.  I don’t 

see that number going up, so again, I would not presume there will be that even-year point 
surge.  So, final conclusion, 25th comes in somewhere between 5700 and 6400. 

 

KITTENS – 2200 to 2436 
Last year was the worst prediction result I’ve ever had for kittens, as the range I predicted was 

between 2100 and 2275, and the final number came in at 2408.70.  That final number was way 
over what I had predicted, so it’s back to the drawing board on looking at how we do this 

prediction.  Therefore, we’re not going to look at points gained, as that led us big time astray – 

instead, we’re going to look at kittens coming in versus predicting a point value, and then taking 
that point number to compute points needed.   

 
Last year only four shows were in the 70s, one in the 80s, and one in the 100s between the end 

of December and the end of the season, and we’ve already had two of those shows this year and 

neither has more than 63 kittens ENTERED, yet alone present.  However, having said that, last 
year we had these same kind of small numbers, yet 8 new kittens cracked the top 25 that 

weren’t there at the end of December.  That’s the second-highest number ever, with the other 
two seasons being 8 and 9 respectively, and they were the two previous show seasons.  Given 

that, I would say that it is very likely that we’ll get at least 7 or 8 new entries into the bottom of 



the kittens by the end of the show season.  Since the current number for 18 is 2400 points, that 

would mean that we can probably get that bottom kitten pretty close to that number, especially 
since we got to 2408 last year.  Recapping, if you’re in the top 17, you’ve definitely got a 

National Kitten win; if you’re kitten is between 18th and 19th, who knows; and if you’re below 19th 
place, I hope you can earn more points or you’re most likely out.  Regarding the top, in the past, 

there has only been one season (2007-2008) when the kitten in first place at the end of 

December got knocked out of that spot at the end of the show season, and I see nothing this 
year to buck that trend.  Therefore, the likelihood that the current number one won’t stay 

number one is slim to none (i.e., the current number one will be KOTY).   
 

PREMIERSHIP – 2950 to 3200 
This was another category where this prediction last year was way off.  I predicted it between 

2900 and 3000, and it came in at 3310.40.  So where did all those extra premiership cats come 

from.  For last year, the points gained between the end of December and the end of the show 
season was 1103 – so never mind that prediction of “I don’t see Premiership picking up a whole 

lot of points between now and the end of the season.”  Actually, what happened was I bucked 
looking at the overall trend to focus on the short-term gain.  For the 2012 and 2011 seasons, the 

point gain had dropped to about 790, where the normal average since we went to ring-point 

scoring in 2002 had been 1030.  In reality, if I had stuck with that normal average, I would have 
been just about right on.  So having learned my lesson, the normal average gain is now at 1060; 

but for the last three seasons it has been 1103, 724, and 795, respectively.  So the real question 
is are we going to have a point gain like last year, or like the previous two years before that.  It 

makes a BIG difference. 
 

Again, Premiership counts through December this year vs last year have averaged about the 

same (47 for maximum vs 46 the prior year (yea – that’s actually an increase for this season 
versus last season), and 28 for average vs 28 the prior year).  Given that, I think the pickup for 

this season will be similar to last year – which was 1100 points.  Last year, the difference 
between the end of December and the end of the season vs the previous 8 months wasn’t much 

of a change.  The average maximum show was up three cats to 49, while the average count 

stayed at 28.  So, it looks like we can expect the rest of this year to mirror the rest of last year, 
so that would mean another 1100 point pickup.  That would mean that the 25th best cat’s 

season-ending score would be about 3075.  This would  be the lowest ever.  However, to be on 
the safe side, I’d still want to add about 1130 to my score (that would make it the highest pickup 

in the last six prior years) for a target of 3110.  So to recap, probably 25th will come in around 

3075, but I’d want to have 3110 to be safe. 
 

Well, there you have my take on things at the 2/3 point. I'll do one at the 3/4 point, but after 
that is when making assumptions based on placements starts to get real dicey, and the only real 

way to actually predict the bottom score is to predict individual scores for all of the cats, and 
then look at where the 25th placing cat's score ends up. That's what the predictor program does, 

and I'll start loading data into it (it needs four weeks worth of data) starting with the last week in 

February. 

 
Numbers Nerd over and out until mid-February. 
 


