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Planning association puts downtown Norwich in country's Top 10

By ADAM BENSON
The Bulletin
Posted Oct 03, 2013 @ 09:59 PM

Forget Greenwich Village or the French Quarter.

If you’re searching for one of the country’s top neighborhoods, look no further than Franklin
Square.

That’s according to the American Planning Association, which has named downtown Norwich one
of its Top 10 Great Neighborhoods of 2013. The Rose City is just the second Connecticut location
since the program began in 2007 to receive the designation, joining the New Haven Green, which
was named in 2009.

“Downtown Norwich could well be another abandoned mill town had merchants, residents and the
city’s community development agency not banded together some three decades ago to document
their neighborhood’s historic resources, produce a downtown plan and begin implementing that
plan,” association CEO Paul Farmer said.

The organization pointed to the downtown’s “three decades of planning” that have led to the
“preservation, rehabilitation and adaptive reuse” of its historic buildings in naming Norwich to the
list.

Officials also praised the city for a $3.38 million downtown revitalization bond approved by
taxpayers in November 2011 to help bring more activity to the area by paying for code corrections
and lease rebates.

The funds are administered through Norwich Community Development Corp. To date, a total of
$662,387 has been distributed, and NCDC President Bob Mills said last month the agency is hoping
to extend the program for another five years, putting the issue on the ballot in November 2014.

Wendy Gault, a city resident and hot dog vendor who works at a stand in front of the courthouse,
had a mixed reaction to the news of Norwich’s ranking.

“Building-wise, I think it’s very beautiful, but a lot of them are empty,” she said. “There’s a lot of
people who want to get into them. If that happens, I think it can be up and running again.”

In naming a neighborhood great, the American Planning Association uses several factors, including
having “memorable character” and “encouraging human contact and social activities.”

Mayor Peter Nystrom said the distinction is a “recognition” of downtown’s importance in the
overall economic growth of the city.

“Downtown has been a center for commerce, recreation and community for many decades, and as
such, it has transitioned through both good times and bad times,” Nystrom said. “With a gorgeous
waterfront, historic buildings and a walkable neighborhood, we believe that it will emerge as a
premier location within our city.”
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Dean Morse Rank 6

Maybe this group meant Norwich, Vt.?

 

Just Grippo Rank 2

I was catching up on what the Bulletin had for articles on the Reid & Hughes building, after just reading the
above piece.

The most recent previous article was concerning the NCDC marketing plan for the
R&H.(http://www.norwichbulletin.com/archive/x1843594806/Norwich-begins-new-push-to-sell-
Reid-Hughes ) What I found amusing was the "related articles" next to this article...

1. " Norwich City Council puts off Reid and Hughes roof decision "

2. " Letter: Reid & Hughes too important to ... » more» more
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