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Johanna Somers
Robert Hamilton, 57, Electric Boat spokesman and former Day staff writer and editor, died this morning.

“My mom found him in his chair after he worked out for a little bit,” said his daughter, Laura Hamilton. “I have my
speculations as a nurse, but it’s not my place to make those diagnoses. It is important to know that he was
probably, at least comfortable.”

Hamilton was EB spokesman for more than eight years and before that a reporter at The Day for 18 years,
much of that time covering the military beat. He was the father of three, husband to Kathryn Hamilton and very
active in civic affairs in his hometown of Franklin.

“Healthwise, he has had a rough year, nothing really specific, just generally not feeling well, and he was the type
of guy that didn’t want to make a big deal out of anything,” Laura Hamilton said. “He always focused on other
people and their needs. He was very compassionate — compassionate but strong.”

Lance Johnson, former executive editor at The Day, said Hamilton was one of the best and hardest working
reporters at The Day.

“I think it’s because anyone who dealt with him, they knew that he had a really good head on his shoulders and
they could trust him, and that’s key when you are developing sources,” Johnson said. “He would really break
international stories and yet he always maintained a good relationship with the people he had to deal with,
regardless of whether he broke a story they liked or not, because they knew he was doing his job and went
about it in a way that was straightforward.”

Johnson said Hamilton probably worked “too hard.” He was the kind of reporter to whom you had to say, Look
you have to have a life outside of work.” When Hamilton went to EB, The Day tried to get him to stay, Johnson
said.

"I think it was a lifestyle decision for him, but I had great, great, great respect for him," Johnson said. "And you
know, it really saddens me to hear that he has passed."

Timothy Hawkins, a spokesman for Submarine Group 2 at the Naval Submarine Base, said he spoke with
Hamilton every Friday because they shared similar missions.

“In everything he did in our interactions, and everything he thought about, was in the interest of supporting the
Navy, in the interest of supporting the sailor that would man the submarines that EB builds,” Hawkins said. “That
is just something I never took for granted. I always appreciated it, and he will definitely be missed.”
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