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NAHASDA Update 
Senate bill, S. 1352 has been cleared for unanimous consent by the Senate democrats. NAIHC 
continues working with Senate republican staff within the Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs to identify holds on the bill. We expect to have more information on where this 
stands in the next week or so.   
 
After a flurry of activity related to NAHASDA reauthorization throughout the month of March 
in the House of Representatives, we’ve been on hold while the committee of jurisdiction, the 
House Financial Services Committee (HFS) completes work on the Terrorism Risk Insurance 
Act, also known as TRIA, and moves through Committee. 
 
Apr. 10th, the National American Indian Housing Council (NAIHC) wrote a letter to House 
Financial Services Committee Chairman Jeb Hensarling and Ranking Member Maxine Waters 
encouraging a hearing at the earliest possible time. The Committee would not consider any 
legislative hearings until TRIA activities were complete. Recent press reports state that the 
Committee is finished with their TRIA responsibilities after holding hearings and a markup of 
that legislation. 
 
On July 2, 2014, NAIHC wrote another letter to House Financial Services Committee 
Chairman Jeb Hensarling and Ranking Member Maxine Waters to request the Committee 
consider the Native American Housing Assistance and Self-Determination Reauthorization 
Act of 2014 during the committee’s next business meeting. 
 
We recently discovered the House Financial Services had a few minor issues to be resolved 
on TRIA before the Committee can completely finish that legislation. The current plan is to 
move the NAHASDA legislation straight to markup, bypassing a hearing on the legislation. We 
are running out of legislative days before the end of the 113th Congress, and a hearing would 
significantly delay the legislative movement. This plan has been confirmed by both sides of 
the aisle, but would require the Committee to officially take action in this regard. This 
markup could take place by the end of July if the Committee moves quickly.   
 
Late last week, House staffers were meeting with HUD/ONAP to finalize a few remaining 
issues and we should have more information soon. 
 
NAIHC remains confident that a re-authorization measure will pass both chambers and be 
signed into law this year. 
 
Congressional Appropriations Update 
Senate appropriators gave bipartisan backing to a $54.4 billion fiscal 2015 Transportation-
HUD spending bill Thursday, June 5th. However, the Senate chamber has stalled on approving 
any funding measures, as witnessed when Senator Harry Reid brought several spending 
packages to the Floor a few weeks ago, and Democrats and Republicans could not agree on a 
number of proposed amendments. 

Current Affairs Affecting Tribes & Tribal Housing Programs 
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Highlights from Senate THUD- 
• Indian Housing Block Grant -- $650 million 
• Training and Technical Assistance -- $4 million to a national organization as 

authorized in Section 703 of NAHASDA 
• 184 Loan Program -- $6 million 
• Indian Community Development Block Grant Program -- $70 million 
• Indian Loan Guarantee -- $6 million 
• Title VI Loan -- $2 million 
• Native Hawaiian Block Grant -- $10 million 
• Training and Technical Assistance -- $300,000 
• The Senate THUD bill includes language within the VASH provision for a set aside for 

rental assistance and a supportive housing demonstration program for Native 
American veterans who are homeless or at-risk of homelessness living on or near a 
reservation or other Indian areas.  This demonstration program would be modeled 
with necessary and appropriate adjustments for Native American grant recipients 
and veterans within the rental assistance and supportive housing program funded in 
conjunction with the Department of Veterans Affairs.  This demonstration program 
would not impact any recipients IHBG allocation. 

 
The next three weeks offer the Senate a last chance to avoid a government wide stopgap 
funding bill for fiscal 2015. In late June, Senate Appropriators tried to pass a package that 
included three of their FY 2015 funding measures -- Commerce/Justice/State, THUD and 
Agriculture. It was at this point that those amendments bogged down this process. As early 
as late June, a Senior Senate Appropriator said that if they can’t get these bills agreed to 
before the August recess, “we might as well just pass a CR to get us beyond the November 
elections.” NAIHC will continue to provide updated information related to appropriations.    
 
Currently, Senate Appropriators will focus on the administration’s $4.3 billion emergency 
spending request for dealing with the influx of child migrants and combatting wildfires with a 
hearing this afternoon. 
 
The House has passed six of its 12 spending bills: the $52 billion Transportation-HUD bills, 
the $51 billion Commerce-Justice-Science, the $4.3 billion Legislative Branch, the $71 billion 
Military Construction-VA, the $491 billion Defense spending bill and the $34 billion Energy 
and Water bill.  The House is also expected to complete funding measures for Financial 
Services, General Government (Treasury Department, the Judiciary, Small Business 
Administration, and the Securities and Exchange Commission) over the next several 
legislative days tomorrow and into next week. 

The 2015 fiscal year begins Oct. 1, just over two months from now. 

Formula Negotiated Rulemaking Committee 
The fourth meeting of the 2013-2014 Indian Housing Block Grant Allocation Formula 
Negotiated Rulemaking Committee took place in Scottsdale, Arizona on Jun. 11 - 13, 2014. 
 
Assistant Secretary Sandra Henriquez announced that Jemine Bryon will be the Acting 
Assistant Secretary for the Office of Public and Indian Housing beginning Jul. 1. For the last 
five years, Ms. Bryon has been the Chief Procurement officer for all of HUD. Prior to that, she 
had extensive experience with public housing, although none in Indian Country. She will be 
the Acting Assistant Secretary until the Administration appoints a permanent Assistant 
Secretary (who must be approved by the Senate), and she will sit on the Negotiated 
Rulemaking Committee. 
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Over the course of three days, there were numerous discussions by the full Committee as 
well as the Needs workgroup and Formula Current Assisted Stock (FCAS) workgroup 
regarding issues under consideration by the Committee.  Please click on this link for 
additional documents and information. 
 
The next negotiated rulemaking committee meeting is currently scheduled to take place at 
the Sheraton Downtown Denver on Jul. 29-31.   
 
Proposed Regulatory Changes to 184 Loans 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development recently published proposed changes 
to the Section 184 Indian Housing Loan Guarantee program. This program provides access to 
sources of private financing for Indian families, Indian housing authorities and Indian tribes 
who otherwise could not acquire housing financing because of the unique legal status of 
Indian land, by guaranteeing loans to eligible persons and entities.  According to HUD, this 
program has doubled over the last five years and in order for HUD to meet demands, they 
propose to increase the loan guarantee from the current rate of 1% to 1.5%.   
 
HUD’s policy is to consult with Indian tribes early in the process on matters that have tribal 
implications. On Sep. 6, 2013, HUD sent letters to all tribal leaders participating in the 
Section 184 program, informing them of the nature of the forthcoming notice and soliciting 
comments. 
 
NAIHC will formulate comments for the record.  NAIHC will also draft a sample letter for 
tribes to submit for the record. 
 
Additional information can be found on HUD’s portal by clicking here. 
 
Congressional August Recess 
Both House and Senate will begin their summer recess on Aug. 1st and return to Washington 
for legislative business the week of September 8th.  This is a great opportunity for you, as a 
constituent, to contact your lawmaker to personally voice your support for NAHASDA 
reauthorization. 
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