
This week you child will be bringing you what we call the Impact Aid form.  You might take a quick glance

at this and think ‘This doesn’t apply to me.’  And maybe it doesn’t.  But don’t just toss it away.  We need

everyone to return those forms to the school.  If you don’t you face the perils of dealing with Mrs. Bright.

And she is the queen of forms at Lafayette.  She just might be the queen of forms in DCPS.

First of all, Mrs. Bright is in charge of all of our registration forms.  Starting up again next spring she will

be collecting about 700 student registrations and making sure that all the information on them is

accurate and filled out correctly. As all of you know there are multiple parts to these registration forms.

The student information sheet and the residency form stay here at Lafayette. We also keep the

language survey. But the media release form is sent to another office as the school year begins. These

forms become very important in October when we have our school audit.  A team of temporary workers

comes up to Lafayette and looks at every single one of our forms to make sure that Mrs. Bright has done

her job. One of her suggestions to the process was to place the forms in individual plastic sheets so that

they don't get stuck together or mixed up in any other way. In fact this suggestion is now standard

process in all DC PS schools.  Mrs. Bright puts in hour after hour after hour getting our notebooks with all

of our forms just right. And I'm happy to say that again Mrs. Bright had a 100% accurate audit. We

successfully registered 692 students for this school year making our projection with no trouble.

Mrs. Bright is also the collector of the free and reduced meal forms. While some of you now complete

this one online, others continue to bring the paper copy into the school. Mrs. Bright prepares class lists

for all the classes and then checks off the forms as they arrive. During free and reduced meal time she

sends package after package off to the main office so they can verify her work. This can be a hard job.

Most of you know you don't qualify for free and reduced meals so this is a form that quickly can be

tossed into the garbage and then we have to come looking for you. But again Mrs. Bright is able to get

the vast majority of the forms turned in and sent on their merry way.

Mrs. Bright also prepares all school records when boys and girls leave Lafayette and transfer to another

school location.  You might not think that this is such a big job but over the summer about 10% of our

students move onto other schools and Mrs. Bright gets records requests each fall for most of the

students. During the school year many students leave because of parent relocations and job changes.

Others of you in the upper grades may be considering a private school. Mrs. Bright will be your point

person for all of those school records.

When it comes to other DC PS papers and forms, the teachers are often the ones that turn to Mrs. Bright.

She has all the attendance records for all the students. Many times teachers will want an attendance

report before they have a parent-teacher conference. With the arrival of the new report cards, Mrs.

Bright was called upon to print many of these cards for you. She also did the mailing labels for each of the

classes so we would have a way to make sure the right child got the right card. If you ever need a copy

of your child's report card, Mrs. Bright will be the person to go and see.

Now we have the impact aid forms. These were initially designed to compensate school districts that had

large federal installations within their boundaries. These installations did not pay property taxes which

fund most school systems in America. When I started teaching in Texas we had a naval station in our

school system and getting these impact aid forms back was really important. Now the impact aid forms



include lots of other federal roles for parents. School systems submit the forms for parents who work in

federal offices, live in federal subsidized housing, or are a part of the military. Again to be compensated

for having student populations in their district that have federal connections. And just like the free and

reduced meal forms, this is one that you may get and think this doesn't pertain to me and toss it in the

garbage. Please don’t. We have to turn in as many as we possibly can and Mrs. Bright will get a lot of

e-mails reminding her of her responsibility in this matter before we can finally say we've done our best.

About the only forms Mrs. Bright is indirectly responsible for are the health and immunization records.

Those are actually handled completely by the school nurse when she gets back to school in the fall. But all

summer long Mrs. Bright collects those forms as you bring them in with your registrations. When the

school nurse arrives in August, the pile is absolutely overwhelming. One year the nursing office actually

sent a team of three people out to help enter all the information into the health services computer.

So please help us by filling out your impact aid form and returning it by this Friday, December 6. Mrs.

Bright has into the middle of the following week to get them all packaged together by classrooms, to

get them all recorded, and to try to locate any missing ones. We really don't want to bug you about this

but someone downtown is going to be bugging us. Mrs. Bright keeps up with lots of forms at Lafayette.

DC PS really likes to create all kinds of new forms. And Mrs. Bright has quite a reputation with what is

now a long history of 100% perfect on its. Let's help her get a 100% turn in on all the forms she sends

home this year.


