
Be Responsible.  Two of the words in our code of conduct for the children at Lafayette to 

follow during the school day and beyond.  Our other words, Be kind, Be Safe and Work 

Hard seem to be easier to follow.  We seem to be able to reinforce kindness, safety and 

work in the school setting with more regularity.  We seem to have more control over 

those areas of our students’ behavior.  Because, you the parents, are some of the biggest 

saboteurs when it comes to responsibility.  What me?  What could I possibly be doing 

that interferes with responsibility?  Here are some ways. 

 

What kind of closets do you have in your homes?  I know my 1936 house has little dinky 

ones, but some of you have full-sized clothing factories up and operating in yours if our 

lost and found situation is any indication.  We have 100’s of items of clothing lost at 

school each month.  Sometimes I get on the stage at lunch with items and students claim 

what belongs to them.  They then proceed to leave the sweater, coat, etc. on the bench of 

their lunch table when they leave the cafeteria.  On a warm winter day, Jacket Mountain 

is created on the playground as children shed their coats, sweatshirts, and sweaters when 

they get warm playing. And just like rocks can look very similar, so do articles of 

clothing that make up our Jacket Mountain. Over and over I show the children at 

Lafayette where manufacturers have now included built-in nametags in many of the coats 

you buy.  On the rare occasion the tag has been used, clothing is returned to the rightful 

owner.  But most of the time the tag is blank and the owner can’t be found.  Several times 

each year we bag up 40-gallon trash bags of lost items and donate them to charity. 

 

Then there is homework and the general process of getting things home at the end of the 

day.  About 10 years ago we stopped dismissing students early between 3 and 3:15.  

Instead we use the time for all teachers to get their students ready for pick-up.  In every 

class students are told what needs to go home each night.  Most days, teachers have 

students put their homework folders on their desks and then tell their classes at least three 

times all that needs to go home.  At this time of year teachers are reminding students to 

get all their stuff together including hats, gloves and scarves.  All year long lunch boxes 

are on the list.  The older students at Lafayette each have a student planner and many of 

them are signed off by teachers to hopefully guarantee that what is needed is going home.  

But does this happen?  Not if the number of students who come back to school to get 

their homework, coat, or lunch box is any indication.   

 

Almost every afternoon, parents and children come up through the Great Hall wanting to 

get something left in a classroom.  Sometimes you show up on Saturday expecting the 

building will be open.  STOP doing this.  Since I have been at Lafayette no child has 

suffered any permanent damage because a homework assignment was forgotten.  Maybe 

a good tongue-lashing occurred or a recess period was missed or even a big fat zero was 

given, but no one has died from not getting some work done or leaving a lunch box 

behind.  Let your child know that it will be his or her responsibility to deal with the 

teacher in the morning.  Pack a lunch in a brown paper bag.  Be responsible.  

 

And then there are the morning trips with the items left at home.  Sorry, but stop doing 

this too.  Some days we get request after request from students to call home because they 

left their P.E. shoes, track uniform, homework, lunch, etc. at home.  Lessons to be 



learned when this occurs:  you may have to sit on the side at P.E., not be in the track 

meet, miss part of recess or get a bad grade, and maybe eat something you don’t really 

like in the cafeteria instead of what you usually bring from home.  Nothing that will 

really hurt a child, but sooner or later the lesson that is learned is to be prepared.  Don’t 

wait until morning to get your stuff together.  There are other ways to solve a problem 

than relying on mom or dad to drop everything and show up at school.   

 

So help us as we teach your children how to be more responsible.  Help them keep track 

of their belongings.  Get a permanent marker and put their names in their coats.  Pack up 

their homework in the evening and avoid the morning rush.  Make sure they have 

everything they need.  Do not encourage them to call home if they have forgotten 

something.  Tell them that their teachers, someone in the front office or Mrs. Main will 

help them if they have a problem.  Believe me, parenthood is a fast moving train and the 

day is coming when your child will need to be responsible without your help and in fact 

will probably not want it if offered.  This is called a teenager.  So let’s make Be 

Responsible words that we can really live by at Lafayette. 

 


