
Welcome back to the start of 2014.  It seems to me just like yesterday that we were celebrating the 

arrival of 2000 and waiting for all the computers across the world to crash.  How did so much time go by 

so quickly?   

While we are excited to start a new year on the calendar, this is really not even the middle of the school 

year for us at Lafayette.  The end of the first semester is January 24th.  Pending any more school closings, 

the 100th day of school looks like it will occur the first week of February.  The calendar is filled to the 

brim with upcoming events.  The Spelling Bee on January 23rd, the PK International Festival on the 24th.  

Two Tuesday Tours in January alone as we get ready for the PK lottery process to work its way to 

completion.   

Next week we are scheduled to get our enrollment projections for the 2014-2015 school year, a big part 

of what will drive our budgeting and staffing process.  The Local School Advisory Team will be looking 

those over at its January meeting to see if what DCPS is projecting we feel is accurate.  Two years ago we 

were over projected by 30 students and that caused some serious cuts this year at the school.  This year 

was much better and we have met all our enrollment targets.  So it will be interesting to see exactly 

what numbers DCPS comes up with us for next year.  Then will come the release of budget information 

in February based on these projections.   

Mrs. Bright has been busy enrolling new students over the winter break as well as preparing transfer 

packages for a few students that left.  It looks like we will be welcoming at least 7 new students across 

the grades.  Some are brand new and some are returning to us after stays abroad.  This is pretty typical 

movement for the middle of the school year.  A few more when there have been elections, but around 

10 in January  is the norm. 

So get out your new 2014 calendars and start entering dates for Lafayette events.  There will be field 

trips and performances.  Field Days and Arts Nights.  The Auction and the Spring Fair.  Off to Gettysburg 

and end of school promotion ceremonies.  We have a lot of learning left to do.  But in a few days we will 

be back into our regular routines and following our regular schedules and getting on with what we need 

to do.  It’s been a long time since we were all together.  Now it’s time to get back to work.   

 


