
One-World Action Club 

  

Dear Parents of 2-5 graders; 

  

The school year is beginning and you are no doubt busy with the many things that involves for you and 

your family.  Still I hope to impose on your time to consider participating in a new school club that might 

interest your child/ren. 

  

As a Lafayette parent, I have been much impressed by the many arts, sports and even international 

awareness clubs that exist at school, and the truly amazing opportunities they provide our children.   

  

One thing lacking in the range of extra-curricular activities however, is a club that encourages the kind of 

awareness, local and global, and empowerment, that comes from volunteering and service.  I believe, as 

I'm sure you do, that involving kids in a range of direct activity and service to the community would greatly 

enhance their sense of agency as children.  It would also give them the kind of exposure, vested interest 

in, and education that applying what they learn in school can often bring.   

  

Trying to find volunteering opportunities for my own daughter on an ad-hoc and individual level has 

been difficult, given that most organizations would prefer to partner with other organizations, than take the 

responsibility for or try to accommodate an individual child.   

  

I think a school club could serve as a means of providing volunteering opportunities for our kids at 

Lafayette, a few times a year, through organizations or agencies that might like to partner with Lafayette 

ES.   

  

I have some ideas, but would need your help to find better ones.  What had come to my mind were 

organizations like DC's Parks and Recreation (for a park clean-up opportunity), Humane Society or 

Washington Animal Rescue League (for an opportunity to help care for rescued animals), local homeless 

shelters or food service centers where children might be able to serve a meal, the Smithsonian 

Foundation for volunteering on a cultural activity, or international organizations that provide service to the 

global environment, or at-risk populations, that might allow a school club to help in some way with a 

particular project.   

  

Our city is filled with wonderful organizations (that I am sure many of you even work for!) that do so much 

to help our community and our world, that I think it would be tremendously enriching for our children to 

contribute in some small hands-on way to the work they do. 

   

If you have any ideas or interest in helping to establish partnerships and/or a club of this kind at Lafayette, 

please do take a moment to let me know.  I would love your input, ideas and help in thinking through the 

possibilities of such a school club at Lafayette. Thanks so much! 

Sumaiya Hamdani (mother of Zamahra Hamdani, grade 2) 

Shamdani@msn.com 
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