
Thursday night we welcome James Albright, the principal at Alice Deal Middle School, for the annual Home and 

School Association sponsored Welcome to Deal Night. Mr. Albright will be here at the school for a presentation 

on the program at Alice Deal Middle School along with some of his teachers. There will be a PowerPoint 

presentation on the curriculum sequence and the courses that sixth-graders take, all of the after school activities 

that are available for them, and how the entire program at Deal sequences then on through seventh and eighth 

grade. There will be information about how the rest of this year will support the students’ entrance to Deal next 

fall. I highly encourage all parents of fourth and fifth grade students to come and see what Mr. Albright has to 

say. This has become quite a tradition at Lafayette and the other feeder schools in the Deal boundary area and 

I'm sure is one reason that Deal is so successful in attracting so many students from its attendance area. 

While Mr. Albright is always very interesting and the PowerPoint very informational, the highlight of the evening 

are comments from former Lafayette students. Each year Mr. Albright selects a group of students to come back 

to Lafayette and share their experiences with the audience. This is not a scripted event. Mr. Albright and I have 

both commented on wondering what the students are going to talk about that evening. In the past they 

answered questions about the challenges faced in starting a new foreign language in middle school, especially 

one as difficult as Chinese. There are lots of questions about the after school activities. Which clubs did you join? 

Which ones do you think of the most interesting? How often do they meet? If there's one thing middle school 

students really love to do is to get together with each other. The teachers and other staff members at Deal have 

really made this a strong focus of their program. There some questions and comments about math, science, and 

some of the social studies projects, and the reading that is expected of all the students. But it seems that most 

of the questions really have to do with the extracurricular activities and other social events that become such an 

important part of a middle school student’s life. At least one parent is going to ask about taking the bus and 

finding out that at least for this bunch of kids it's no big deal. Many times the students talk about how learning 

the various bus routes in upper Northwest has allowed them to expand their circle of friends now that they're 

going to school with students who went to Janney and Murch. 

We send over 90% of our students to Deal so this is just one of a number of events planned this year to help 

with the transition. Just over two weeks ago our students in the fifth grade spent the morning at Deal shadowing 

a former Lafayette student. They went to classes and got to see just how crowded the hallways are when you 

only have 5 min. to get from one place to another. They got to sit in a few sixth-grade classrooms and see if 

instruction is really that much different than it is at Lafayette. In the springtime we normally go back to Deal for 

one of their music productions or to see the spring play. We know that having these short visits is a good way to 

reduce some of the fears about moving on to what I like to call wider opportunities.  

So if you have some time on Thursday night and have a fourth or fifth grade student you really need to put Deal 

Night on your calendar. There will be other open houses this year at the school on Saturdays. Mr. Albright also 

holds some open houses during the school week so the parents can visit and see the school up in action. But 

this'll be your only opportunity to talk to some former Lafayette students and try to get out of them the 

information that you or that your child really wants to know. They will give you the real deal on Deal. In the 

school cafeteria this Thursday, November 21.  General meeting starts at 6 PM with Mr. Albright and Company 

taking the stage at 6:30. Hope to see many of you there. 


