
The business case for  
early childhood investments



Ready for School is a Holland, Zeeland & Hamilton community 
initiative ensuring that every child enters kindergarten  
prepared to succeed. Ready for School prepares children  
for success by equipping parents through integrated  
support of the community by:

Engaging and 
Informing parents

about the resources and services available – from birth to the first day of 

school – to be successful as their child’s first and most important teacher.

by partnering with area preschool and childcare providers to provide 

enhanced services to families.

for all children by removing obstacles identified by parents that 

discourage participation.

Enhancing existing
programming

Expanding early 
learning opportunities

It is vital that we provide our  
babies, toddlers and preschoolers 
with quality learning and growth  
experiences to equip them for success 
in school, employment and life. 

The research
•  During early childhood, the architecture of the brain is built, 

serving as the foundation for language, social behavior, 

problem solving and emotional health.1 

•  Discrepancies in vocabulary development are identified  

as early as age 16 months. By age three, low-income children 

have a vocabulary averaging only about 500 words, while 

high-income children average more than 1,100 words.2 

•  Disadvantaged children may start kindergarten as much  

as 18 months behind their peers.3

The talent crisis
•  In the next 10 years there will be 123 million jobs for skilled 

workers in this country, but only 50 million qualified  

American workers.4

•  Of young people ages 17–24, only 25% would qualify to serve 

in the U.S. Military, while the remaining 75% could not meet 

the physical, behavioral or educational standards for service 

– standards similar to those used by employers.5

•  There is only one state where the majority of fourth and eighth 

graders are proficient in both math and reading – that state  

is not Michigan.6

The economics
•  Every year the state of Michigan spends over $100 million  

on children who flunk kindergarten.7

•  Every $1 invested in early childhood education returns  

up to $17 in savings.8 

•  For every child in Michigan that enters kindergarten  

prepared, the state will save approximately $39,000.9 
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Disparities in early vocabulary growth
Source: Hart & Risley (1995)
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What employers can do
Become a Corporate Investor in Ready for School and support early childhood programs and services in our community. Engage 

and inform your employees about the importance of early childhood and connect them with information and resources.

The benefits of being  
a corporate investor
As a leader in the early childhood movement, our Corporate Investors  

benefit by receiving special recognition:

 on the Ready for School website

 at our annual breakfast

 in our annual Report to the Community

Your investment in early childhood provides the entire community with  

both short- and long-term benefits.
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Corporate investor  
levels of support

Pinnacle 
Contribution of $25,000 or more

Leadership 
Contribution of $10,000–$24,999

Premium 
Contribution of $5,000–$9,999

Cornerstone 
Contribution of $1,000–$4,999
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Early childhood investments  
position our children for success
For children, especially those at risk of failure in school, attending  

high-quality pre-k programs can provide rewards that last a lifetime.

Higher test scores 
throughout grades k–12, 

improved social and 
emotional skills

Significantly greater  
rates of high school 

graduation and college 
attendance, and  

ultimately, increased 
employment rates  

and higher earnings  
in adulthood

Lower rates of grade 
repetition and special 
education placements

Source: Bartik, T. 2011. Investing in Kids: Early Childhood Programs and Local Economic Development. Kalamazoo, W.E. Upjohn Institute for Employment Research.


