
President’s Message 
Dear Members, Associates and Friends, 

Wow!  What a wonderful Ronald Reagan 

dinner we had on August 2nd.  Overall, the 

entire night was truly memorable due to 

everyone’s generous participation and 

contributions.  The success of the event 

surpassed our expectations.  On behalf of the 

MRWF Board, we want to thank each and 

every one of you for attending and making 

the night the success it was.  

A very special thank you to Mr. John Sullivan 

for his outstanding, inspiring and eye-opening 

speech.  We cannot wait to invite him to 

speak again and look forward to his 

upcoming movies. His twin girls, Alexis  and 

Ashley were very entertaining during our 

raffle.  Their excitement and giddiness stole 

the show. 

Also, I’m sure you will agree that our MC, 

Greg Aghazarian was one of the stars of the 

evening, bringing so much energy, 

excitement and enthusiasm to the event.  We 

hope to have him MC our future events and 

are very grateful for his fantastic 

performance. 

Some highlights of the night are featured in 

this newsletter on preceding pages. 

A reminder, we have our picnic at the park 

on September 21 at Davis Park, Red Section 

beginning at 12:00 p.m.  Hamburgers and hot 

dogs will be served.  I hope to see all of you 

there. 

We only have a few more months left this 

year so please consider renewing your 

membership for next year and invite a few 

friends to join.  We want to grow our 

membership to exceed our previous goals. 

Thank you again, to the board and to you, 

our valuable and loyal members, for all you 

do.  Your contributions will not go unnoticed. 

God Bless America, 

Lydia 
Lydia Kanno 
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Monthly – 2nd Tuesday 

RSVP – 567-3399 or 

business4sandy@aol.com 

 

NO LATER THAN THE  

SATURDAY PRIOR 

The Seasons 
945 McHenry Ave, Modesto 

11:30 am -1:30 pm 

Cost: $15.00 per person 

 September 21 – Picnic at the Park 

 November 11 – Veteran’s Day Concert 

 Date TBD – Christmas Party 
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Next Meeting: September 9 

Romans 15:13 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 

you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by 

the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Chaplain’s Message 

September Birthdays 

 Birgit Fladager ~ September 3 

 Diane Ott ~ September 5 

 Janet Shummon ~ September 25 

 

 

MRWF Membership 
 Renewals ~ 54 

 New ~ 8 

 Total ~ 62   Plus 12 Associates 

 



Let’s Celebrate California’s Past and Future Together 

On September 9, 1850, California was admitted into the Union as the 31st state, 

marking the birth of the mecca for economic prosperity and opportunity.  

Historically, the Golden State has enjoyed a reputation as a global leader in 

education, economics and innovation.  And even though our state has seen its fair 

share of challenges in the last decade, I still believe in the California dream.  My 

goal as Assembly Republican Leader will be to energize our state and restore 

California’s greatness by steering an effort to unify Republicans – and all 

Californians – around core principles that will lead to good jobs, great schools, and 

a more efficient, transparent government. 

 Mexico ceded to the United States after the Mexican-American War in 1848 at the same 

time that gold was discovered in Coloma.  Hundreds of thousands of people from all over the 

world began to settle into California’s foothills and waterways in search of economic opportunity.  

Those who were not gold prospectors found success in retail, lodging, shipping, or agriculture.  The 

high rate of wealth and population growth during this time and for generations after led to a 

myriad of advances in technology and transportation. 

But years of fiscal irresponsibility and poor leadership in state government, the Great 

Recession of 2008 sent California’s economy into a tailspin, resulting in widespread economic 

devastation across the state.  Much in the way that their ancestors came to California for 

opportunity and freedom generations ago, employers, families and individuals have fled to 

neighboring states.   

Despite reports of economic recovery, we in the Central Valley still suffer from double-digit 

unemployment.  Most of the jobs that are being created are low-wage and offer little opportunity 

for growth.  Over-burdensome regulatory policies and excessive taxation are causing costs on 

clothing, food, utilities, and gas to continue to rise.  Checks and balances are all but non-existent 

in state government, as Democrats hold supermajorities in both houses of the Legislature and hold 

every single state constitutional office. 

This is the environment in which I have been selected by my colleagues to be the next 

Leader of the Assembly Republican Caucus.  It may sound depressing and many wonder why I 

would want to take on such a role during these challenging times, but the hardships we are 

facing in our state are exactly why I want to serve my caucus and Californians now.  Too much is 

at stake for our children, our grandchildren, and our entire economy to take a back seat.  

Working together, we can do better! 

California enjoyed a century and a half of being the birthplace of innovation, job 

opportunity and educational excellence.  If we are to allow the Great Recession to dictate the 

future of our state, it must be only to heed lessons learned and move forward with gumption and 

enthusiasm for the days ahead.  Good jobs, great schools and an efficient government will get 

our state back on the right track, helping businesses flourish, families find good paying jobs, and 

making the state worthy of investment once again.  We must unite to promote these proven 

principles by refining our message and articulating it to people in all parts of California. 

We can start by celebrating California’s past and its future.  I will be hosting a celebration 

of California’s admission into the Union, and I encourage all of you to come celebrate with me 

and my staff.   I look forward to seeing you there!   

 

Assembly Member Kristin Olsen 

CELEBRATION OF CALIFORNIA’S PAST AND IT’S FUTURE 

Tuesday, September 4th from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Kristin Olsen’s District Office   

For more information and to R.S.V.P., please call (209) 576-6425.   
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 U.S. Representative, Jeff  Denham 
Jobs, High Speed Rail and the Middle East 

My work in Congress has been focused on pro-growth policies that will address  

economic growth, the debt and long-term unemployment head-on. Federal, state 

and local governments should establish business-friendly environments that help 

create jobs, and job growth has to take top priority as our nation continues to 

struggle under the weight of a sluggish economy.  Small businesses and family farms, not government, 

are the engine of economic growth. To get our economy back on track and create good-paying 

jobs, I will continue to support legislation to make sure small businesses have the certainty they need.  

In July a bill to help consolidate duplicative federal workforce training programs and make existing 

federal job-training programs more efficient was signed into law.  The Workforce Innovation Act, which 

first passed the House with my support, enables businesses to identify in-demand skills, reduces the 

layers of bureaucracy surrounding workforce training, and establishes common performance 

measures for state and local programs. 

Pursuing an all-of-the-above energy strategy also translates into more jobs and revenue for American 

businesses. We need to expand our domestic energy production to put Americans to work and lower 

gas prices so our families can keep more of their money. I’ve supported bill after bill in the House to do 

just that. 

A quick update on California high speed rail: After five years filled with cost overruns, lawsuits, lost 

promises of immediate job creation and unmet expectations I believe it’s long past the time to stop 

spending money on California high speed rail. The California High Speed Rail Authority’s plan comes 

nowhere close to meeting the terms Californians supported in Prop 1A in 2008. Like you, I want 

taxpayer dollars to go towards shovel-ready projects that will get people back to work right away. As 

Chairman of the Rail subcommittee, I have led the congressional effort to ensure no more federal 

dollars are allocated to high speed rail in California until they fulfill the promise that was made to 

voters. Until the Authority makes up for their $55 billion funding gap, I will continue to oppose spending 

more federal money on the project.  

Turmoil continues today in the Middle East and it is clear from our experience 13 years ago that the 

world cannot tolerate the creation of a terrorist state in the heart of the region. Nor can we watch as 

some of the world’s most ancient religious communities are persecuted or destroyed. The Iraqi 

Christians and other minority groups are in desperate need of our aid, and many Central Valley 

residents have family members suffering under the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (commonly 

referred to as ISIS or ISIL) actions. 

I support the humanitarian airlift in Iraq as well as increased coordination with and support of the 

Kurdish Peshmerga and other security forces battling ISIL on the ground. We cannot stand idly by and 

watch as the Iraqi people endure labeling, targeting and ethnic cleansing based on religion. The risks 

of inaction and the likelihood of genocide are too great.   

The violent attacks on our consulate in Benghazi and embassy in Cairo in September of 2012 remind us 

that American ideals continue to be under assault in countries across the globe. My thoughts and 

prayers remain with the families of Ambassador Chris Stevens and the other brave Americans who lost 

their lives in Benghazi. There is never justification for such violence, and the United States remains 

committed to liberty, democracy and religious tolerance throughout the world. We must continue our 

close friendship with Israel, our strongest democratic ally in the Middle East. We must also take seriously 

any threats from rogue states in the region as they threaten the future of democracy.  

On Thursday, September 11, 2014, we solemnly remember the thousands of Americans who lost their 

lives thirteen years ago. We thank the emergency first responders who bravely served their country in 

the face of an enormous threat and unknown fate; and as always, we honor the men and women 

who continue to serve in our armed forces. Let us remember the strength and sense of community 

Americans showed in the days following the attacks, making our home a safer, better and more 

united nation.  

As we take time as individuals, families and a nation to commemorate September 11th and celebrate 

our freedom and independence, we remember the courage and sacrifice of our service members 

who for generations have paid the ultimate price for each of us. 



 

  

Jim DeMartini and Mr. and Mrs. John Sullivan 

Jack Mobly and John Sullivan 

Jack Mobly and Mr. and Mrs. Greg Aghazarian 

Lydia Kanno, President MRWF 

Lucky Winners of  the Grand Prize Raffle 
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 Highlights from Ronald Reagan Dinner 

 First Prize (Gun) – Nineveh Abady, Turlock 

 Second Prize (Black Oak package) - Richard Mendoza, Tracy 

 Third Prize ($250) - Marc Bailey, Woodland 
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September Guest Speaker, Brian Johnston 
Brian Johnston has spent more than twenty years as an 

advocate for the medically vulnerable.  

He is the Western Regional Director for the National Right to 

Life Committee and has served as California Commissioner on 

Aging, on California's State Board of Nursing Home Examiners, 

and on the Board of Directors of the National Legal Center for 

the Medically Dependent and Disabled. He currently serves as 

Chairman of the Board for California ProLife Council.  

Johnston has authored numerous books and articles on the 

topic of protecting the vulnerable and restoring basic legal 

rights for those who are not able to defend themselves. 

 His important book (and later documentary), Death As A Salesman: What's Wrong With 

Assisted Suicide, is credited with ensuring continued legal protection for the medically 

dependent in New Zealand, the Republic of South Africa, and several other jurisdictions 

that were about to enact euthanasia laws.  

A trained Parliamentarian, Johnston has testified before numerous state and national 

legislatures, including those of Belgium, The Netherlands, New Zealand, South Africa and 

Australia. He is a frequent spokesman on the threat of assisted suicide and has appeared 

on Fox News, CNN, World News Tonight, PBS News Hour and many other programs. He has 

been a visiting lecturer at several universities including Franciscan University, Gaming, 

Austria; University of South Africa - Durban; and the University of Melbourne, Melbourne, 

Australia.  

Johnston's upcoming book, Restoring the Right to Life, is a guidebook for those seeking to 

understand the history of the Right to Life and how to bring clarity to their efforts of ensuring 

protection for those who cannot protect themselves. 

Emphasis: "Right to Life" in practice; understanding the real threat of its loss  

 

 

VETERAN’S DAY CONCERT 

November 11, 2014 – 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

State Theater, Modesto 

We are asking for donations in order to help pay for expenses. 

Please send your donation to 

AVC, 3430 Tully Rd., #20-269, Modesto, CA 95350 
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President Barack Obama 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 

Washington D.C. 20500 

202-456-1414 

president@whitehouse.gov 

U.S. Senator 

Barbara Boxer (D) 

Hart Building, 112 

Washington D.C. 20510 

202-224-3553 

senator@boxer.senate.gov 

U.S. Senator 

Diane Feinstein (D) 

Hart Building, 331 

Washington D.C. 20510 

202-224-3841 
senator@feinstein.senate.gov 

Governor Jerry Brown (D) 

State Capital 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

916-445-2841 

governor@governor,ca.gov 

State Senator 

Anthony Cannella (R-12) 

918 15th St. 

Modesto, CA 95354 

209-577-6592 

916.651.4012 

Cssrc.us/web/12 

State Senator 

Tom Berryhill (R-14) 

4641 Spyres Rd, Ste 2 

Modesto CA 95356 

209-576-6470 
916-576-6470 
cssrc.us/web/14 

U.S. Representative 
Jeff Denham (R-10) 
4701 Sisk Road, Suite 202 
Modesto, CA 95356 
Phone: (209) 579-5458 

Fax: (209) 579-5028 

Denham.house.gov 

State Senator 

Cathleen Galgiani (D-5) 

Stockton District Office 

31 E. Channel, Ste 440 

Stockton, CA 95202 

Phone: (209) 948-7930 

State Representative 

Kristin Olsen (R-12) 

3719 Tully Rd, Ste C 

Modesto, CA 95356 

209-576-6425 

916-319-2012 

Arc.asm.ca.gov/member/25 

 

State Representative 

Adam Gray (D-21) 

4557 Quail Lakes Drive, C-3 

Stockton, CA 95307 

209-473-6972 

Arc.asm.ca.gov/member/26 
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