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December 2, 2013 
 
President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear Mr. President, 
 
As representatives of 103 member groups of the Peace Corps community, we ask you to 
revive the call to service in the Peace Corps by seeking robust Peace Corps funding in 
your Fiscal Year 2015 budget request and moving Peace Corps funding back towards its 
Fiscal Year 2010 high-water mark of $400 million. 
 
We applaud your July 15, 2013 Memorandum on Expanding National Service.  We are 
pleased that representatives of the Peace Corps are included on your task force on 
expanding national service. We strongly urge that task force recommendations for 

expansion include a robust commitment to expanded international service – including 

and especially service in the Peace Corps. 
 
In your memorandum, you note “National service and volunteering can be effective 
solutions to national challenges and can have positive and lasting impacts that reach 
beyond the immediate service experience.” 
 
We fully agree and are proud of the role Peace Corps Volunteers have played in 
demonstrating our nation’s cost-effective commitment to global engagement that 
promotes peace through collaborative development assistance, friendship and 
understanding. 
 
At the same time, tens of thousands of Returned Peace Corps Volunteers (RPCVs) serve 
as a daily reminder of the ongoing service commitment our community makes here at 
home. A  2011 survey of RPCVs confirmed this.  Sixty percent of RPCVs reported their 
service influenced their choice of career. For two-thirds of those respondents who served 
in the 2000s, that choice involved continued service in the education or non-profit 
sectors. Many others reported working in the areas of government service, international 
development, health care and business.  
 
While we appreciate the significant fiscal challenges our nation faces, we also believe in 
the significant return on investment our Peace Corps Volunteers provide to our nation.  



We firmly believe that one tangible way you can advance your national service agenda is 

to request a significant increase in Peace Corps funding and reverse the recent 

downward trend in the number of volunteers serving overseas. 
 
Mr. President, we thank you for considering this request, and wish you the very best. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

Chicago Area Peace Corps Association 
Kathy Kacen 
President 
Chicago IL 
 
Greater Birmingham RPCVs 
Karmie M. Johnson 
President 
Birmingham, AL 
 
RPCVs of Phoenix 
Quincy Stewart 
Vice-President 
Phoenix, AZ 
 
RPCVs of Los Angeles 
Tai Sunnanon 
Board President 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Northern California Peace Corps 
Assocation 
Will Spargur  
President 
San Francisco Bay Area, CA 
 
Orange County Peace Corps Association 
David Lieberman 
Acting President 
Orange County, CA 
 
San Diego Peace Corps Association 
Sarah Fuhrmann Thorwirth 
President 
San Diego, CA 
 

Friends of Kenya 
Jensy Patterson Richards 
President 
Sarasota, FL 
 
Friends of Afghanistan 
Anthony Agnello 
President 
Orchard Park, NY 
 
Friends of Albania 
William M. Trunk 
President 
Portland, OR  
 
Friends of Armenia 
Vanessa Bourie Rankin 
President 
Colorado Springs, CO 
 
Friends of Azerbaijan 
Raechelle Baghirov 
Group Administrator 
Puyallup, WA 
 
Friends of Benin 
Adrienne McCloud 
President 
Capitol Heights, MD 
 
Amigos de Bolivia y Peru 
Gloria Levin, Ph.D. 
President 
Glen Echo, MD 
 
 



RPCVs of Ventura County 
Linda Goetzinger 
President/Treasurer 
Ventura, CA 
 
RPCVs of Colorado 
Sherry Manning 
Board President 
Denver, CO 
 
Connecticut RPCVs 
Joan Leonard 
CTRPCV Political Liaison 
Clinton, CT 
 
RPCVs of Washington DC 
Mariko Schmitz 
President 
Washington, DC 
 
First Coast RPCVs 
David Miron 
Advocacy Coordinator/Board Member 
Jacksonville, FL 
 
RPCVs of South Florida 
Barbara Junge 
President 
Miami, FL 
 
Atlanta Area RPCVs 
Maricarmen Smith-Martinez 
President 
Atlanta, GA 
 
Hawai’i RPCVs 
Rosemary Casey 
President 
Honolulu, Hawai’i 
 
Idaho RPCVs 
Jennifer K. Rogers 
President 
Boise, ID 
 
 

Friends of Botswana 
Mrs. M. Baba Whisler 
President 
Jacobus, PA 
 
Friends of Burkina Faso 
Michael Lavoie 
President 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 
 
Friends of China 
Amy Potthast 
Listserv Captain 
Portland, OR 
 
Friends of Colombia 
Arleen Cheston 
President 
Washington, DC 
 
Friends of Costa Rica 
Chad Chadbourn 
Co-President 
Washington, DC 
 
Peace Corps Friends of DR Congo 
Marcia Call 
President 
Alexandria, VA 
 
Friends of the Dominican Republic 
Kim Herman 
President 
Seattle, WA 
 
Friends of the Eastern Caribbean 
Caroline Boucher Hutton 
President 
Washington, DC  
 
Friends of Ecuador 
Ben Bellows  
Vice-President  
Washington, DC 
 
 



Central Indiana Peace Corps Association 
Stephanie Schuck 
Group Leader 
Indianapolis, IN 
 
Iowa Peace Corps Association 
Katy Hansen 
Coordinator 
Iowa City, IA 
 
Kansas RPCVs 
Judy Harrison 
Group Leader 
Wichita, KS 
 
Maryland Peace Corps Association 
Joby Taylor 
NPCA Liaison 
Baltimore, MD 
 
Boston Area RPCVs 
Vanessa Porter 
Advocacy Coordinator 
Boston, MA 
 
Southeast Michigan RPCVs and VISTA 
Volunteers 
Jeff Jenks 
President 
Huntington Woods, MI 
 
RPCVs of West Michigan 
Mark Coleman 
President 
Grand Rapids, MI 
 
Minnesota RPCVs 
Anne Kanyusik Yoakum 
President 
Saint Paul, MN 
 
Central Missouri RPCVs 
Karen Davis 
President 
Columbia, MO 
 

Ethiopia & Eritrea RPCVs 
Marian Haley Beil 
President 
Oakland, CA 
 
Friends of Fiji 
Lalesh Nagy 
President 
Arlington, VA 
 
Friends of Ghana 
Frank M. Yates 
President 
Sunrise Beach, MO 
 
Friends of Guatemala 
Meg Rice 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Washington DC 
 
Friends and RPCVs of Guyana 
Louise Stenberg 
Board President 
St. Paul, MN 
 
Peace Corps Friends of Haiti 
Sondra Weiss-Goldman 
Secretary 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 
 
Amigos de Honduras 
Alan Waugh 
Chair 
Seattle, WA 
 
Friends of India 
John B Slattery 
President 
Wilmington, NC 
 
Peace Corps Iran Association 
Jackie Spurlock 
President 
Portland, OR 
 
 



Kansas City Area Peace Corps 
Association 
Kirsty Morgan 
President 
Lee’s Summit, MO 
 
Saint Louis Peace Corps Association 
Mike Murray 
President 
Saint Louis, MO 
 
Western Montana RPCVs 
Dennis C. Bangs 
President 
Missoula, MT 
 
RPCVs of Nebraska 
Marcia White 
Co-Coordinator 
Lincoln/Omaha, NE 
 
New Mexico Peace Corps Association 
Alan Burrus 
State Coordinator 
Santa Fe, NM 
 
RPCVs of New Jersey 
Barbara A. Kelly 
President 
Kinnelon, NJ  
 
The Big Apple Corps  
RPCVs of Greater New York 
Teresa Devore 
President 
New York, NY 
 
Brooklyn/Queens RPCVs 
Sarah Porter 
Group Leader 
Brooklyn/Queens, NY 
 
RPCVs of Buffalo 
Alexandra Smith 
Chair  
Buffalo, NY 

Friends of Jordan 
Rachel Cleary 
President 
Washington, DC 
 
Friends of Korea 
Nancy Kelly 
President 
Washington, DC 
 
Friends of Macedonia 
John Bannon 
President 
Chicago, IL 
 
Friends of Malawi 
Tom Welte 
President 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Friends of Morocco 
Tim Resch 
President 
Washington, DC 
 
Friends of Nepal 
Suzie Schneider 
Membership/Treasurer 
Sequim, WA 
 
Friends of Niger 
John Baird 
Membership Chair 
Decatur, IL 
 
Friends of Nigeria 
Gregory Jones 
President 
Stow, MA 
 
Friends of Sao Tome 
Laura McHale 
Group Member 
Hong Kong, CN 
 
 



RPCVs of Long Island 
Jennifer Monahan 
Co-Leader 
Cutchogue, NY 
 
RPCVs of Northeastern New York 
Eliot Cresswell 
President 
Albany, NY 
 
North Carolina Peace Corps Association 
Ryan Gorczycki 
President 
Raleigh, NC 
 
Athens Area RPCVs 
Karen Dahn 
President 
Athens, OH 
 
Cincinnati Area Returned Volunteers 
Gayle Linkletter 
Group Leader 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Central Ohio Returned Volunteer 
Association 
Ben Bloom 
Advocacy Coordinator 
Columbus, OH 
 
North Eastern Ohio Returned Volunteer 
Association 
Haley McDonough 
Co-president 
Cleveland, OH 
 
Southwest Ohio Returned  
Volunteer Organization 
Jim Dillon 
President 
West Alexandria, OH 
 
 
 
 

Friends of Senegal and The Gambia 
Christopher Vaught 
Acting Leader 
Anchorage, AK 
 
Friends of Sierra Leone 
Peggy Murrah 
President 
Social Circle, GA 
 
Friends of Swaziland 
John von Reyn 
Group Leader 
Manassas, VA 
 
Friends of Tanzania 
Lynn Heichel Kneedler 
President 
Washington, DC 
 
Friends of Thailand 
Alexandra Keith 
Board Member 
Fairfax Station, VA 
 
Arkadaslar - Friends of Turkey 
Mike Jewell 
President 
Washington, DC 
 
Friends of Uganda 
Alan Olson 
Co-Leader 
Lebanon, PA 
 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender 
RPCVs 
Mike Learned 
Group Leader 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Health Justice for Peace Corps 
Volunteers 
Nancy E. Tongue 
Founder 
New York, NY 



West Cascade Peace Corps Association 
Julia Harvey 
President 
Eugene, OR 
 
Columbia River Peace Corps Association 
Charles McConnell 
President 
Portland, OR/Vancouver, WA 
 
Mountain Laurel RPCV Group of  
Northeast Pennsylvania 
Mary A. Stanford 
General Factotum of Group 
Bethlehem, PA 
 
Pittsburgh Area Peace Corps Association 
Ann Bozick 
President 
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
South Central Pennsylvania Peace Corps 
Association 
Alan Olson 
Co-Leader 
Lebanon, PA 
 
RPCVs of South Carolina 
M. Ellen Braswell 
Vice President 
Columbia, SC 
 
Tennessee RPCVs 
Jennifer Barrie 
President 
Nashville, TN  
 
Gulf Coast Council of RPCV's 
David Scheinman 
President 
Houston, TX 
 
Heart of Texas Peace Corps Association 
Rachel Bus 
President 
Austin, TX 

The Shriver Peaceworker Progam 
Joby Taylor, Ph. D 
Director 
Baltimore, MD 
 
North Texas Peace Corps Association 
Gary Zimny 
Facilitator 
Dallas, TX 
 
RPCVs of Hampton Roads 
Elizabeth Hobson 
President 
Chesapeake, VA 
 
Northern Virginia RPCVs 
Jean Parcher 
President 
Reston, VA 
 
Inland Northwest Peace Corps 
Association 
Kay Dixon 
President 
Spokane, WA 
 
West Virginia RPCVs 
Julie Tritz 
President 
Huntington, WV 
 
Milwaukee Peace Corps Association 
Chris Wilson 
President 
Milwaukee, WI 
 
RPCVs of Wisconsin-Madison 
Meghan Meeker 
President 
Madison, WI 
 
NPCA Group Leaders Forum 
Kate Schachter 
Group Leaders Forum Coordinator 
Madison, WI



 


