October can be a tough month for women living with metastatic disease.  While some loathe the color pink, some embrace it because it’s brought recognition if not “awareness” to a disease that continues to kill nearly 110 women in the US every day.  Many living with MBC feel that pink is the color of those that are surviving breast cancer and women with MBC are living with it every month, and every day of every month.  

This October it seems there are an unprecedented number of events, webinars, programs, announcements, blogs and news about MBC.  In fact, information about MBC and images of women living with metastatic breast cancer were on a billboard in Times Square on October 13th, MBC awareness day.  SHARE, MBCN and IBCRF (Inflammatory Breast Cancer Research Foundation) were there, trying to get the attention of the hosts of Good Morning America.  At one point, Robin Roberts came outside of the studio.  I told my MBCN and IBCRF cohorts that I was “going in.”  As I approached the area where Robin was greeting the crowd gathered outside of the studio, the sea of people parted and I walked right up front.  Robin was two feet away from me.  As she got even closer, I said “Hey Robin, we have the same doctor, Lauren Cassell.”  She said she loved Dr. Cassell and I agreed.  I told her we (by now MBCN and IBCRF had come over) were here to raise awareness about metastatic breast cancer.  She acknowledged our efforts and the importance of what we were doing.  

Although meeting Robin (and taking a selfie with her) was an exciting experience, it was not the best part of the day.  

After Good Morning America, we headed over to the press release of the findings report of the Metastatic Breast Cancer Alliance of which SHARE is a founding member.  With 14 other leading breast cancer organizations and the support of Celgene, Genentech, Pfizer, Eisai, Novartis and Lilly, a landscape analysis was undertaken to investigate 5 areas including:

1. Scientific Research, including clinical trials focused on MBC

2. Quality of Life of MBC patients and their families and caregivers

3. Information and support services provided by MBC Alliance members

4. Epidemiology of MBC: Challenges with population based statistics

5. Public Awareness of MBC

The full findings of the report can be found by clicking HERE; however I will give you a very brief overview.  

· MBC focused research made up only 7% of the $15 billion invested in breast cancer research from 2000 to 2013 by the major governmental and nonprofit funders from North America and the United Kingdom.
· Patients with MBC have unique emotional, physical, and psychosocial needs, and these have not changed over the last decade of academic research and patient surveys. The needs of minority and poor populations living with MBC have not been fully addressed in research or patient surveys.
· Alliance members and others need to improve consistency of information about MBC across agencies, better quantify the numbers of people living with MBC they are serving, understand what services are most often accessed and expand reach into all communities regardless of socioeconomic status, gender, race, culture or geography.
· Better epidemiologic data are needed on the numbers of early breast cancer patients who experience a recurrence and metastasis and on outcomes and length of survival after a metastatic diagnosis. Only modest improvements in survival after a metastatic diagnosis have been observed, and not in all populations. 

· A greater understanding of what MBC is and how it differs from early stage breast cancer is needed among patients, their families and HCPs, researchers, and the public.
SHARE is renewing our commitment to work on the issues above alongside the Alliance as well as continuing to improve and expand our services for those living with MBC.  

As if all that happened the morning of October 13 was not enough, there was one more surprise waiting for us at the press release.  DeAngelo Williams of the Carolina Panthers joined forces with the Alliance to raise awareness about metastatic breast cancer.  DeAngelo’s mother as well as a few of his aunts died from the disease.  He said his family was not aware that their cancer was called metastatic breast cancer and he wants to help educate others to the reality of this disease.  You can watch a video HERE.
Here are a few of the blogs and articles that appeared in the month of October:

http://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2014/10/20/expand-conversation-include-metastatic-breast-cancer/OIpTIXUpWJJCWUt4oDjHJN/story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2014/10/16/the-nfl-is-covered-in-pink-but-only-a-sliver-of-sales-goes-to-breast-cancer-research/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/elaineschattner/2014/10/13/landscape-analysis-highlights-how-little-is-known-or-spoken-about-metastatic-breast-cancer/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/elaineschattner/2014/10/01/a-new-kind-of-breast-cancer-awareness/
http://www.boobyandthebeast.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jennifer-campisano/when-today-said-i-was-not-bald-enough_b_5915628.html?utm_hp_ref=women&ir=Women
http://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/columnists/ct-breast-cancer-brotman-talk-20141006-column.html
