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Michael Brooks is the Associate Director of the Alabama International Trade Center (AITC), an economic development program of the University of Alabama designed to help new and existing small businesses increase their exports.  The Trade Center utilizes professional staff, students, and industry consultants to help businesses enter and start selling in foreign markets.  It also serves as a resource for local, state, and regional organizations on international business research and development projects.   AITC is a part of the Alabama Small Business Development Center Network (ASBDC), where Michael currently serves as Associate State Director.
Michael has been with the Trade Center since 1998, and leads several Center programs including business development, trade counseling, and export financing.  His recent work for the Center has focused on the food products industry where he has organized a number of successful trade missions between exporters and foreign buyers from a number of emerging markets.  In 2007 he was honored as the State Star for Alabama, an award granted by the Alabama Small Business Development Center Network that recognizes exemplary performance and contribution to the small business community.  In that same year he was the first person in Alabama to achieve the CGBP (Certified Global Business Professional) designation established by NASBITE International.  In 2010 he served as the interim state director for Alabama SBDC Network’s Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC), which seeks to grow Alabama’s economy by helping existing businesses identify, bid on and win military and other federal contracts.  
Brooks, a native of Slidell, Louisiana, received an MBA in Strategic Management & Marketing and a Bachelor of Science in International Business from The University of Alabama.  He currently serves on the board of directors for the AlabamaGermany Partnership and the North Alabama International Trade Association (NAITA).  In 2014 he was nominated to the Accreditation Committee of America’s SBDC, the most comprehensive small business assistance network in the United States.
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