
The quest for a cure continues March 9 
at 7 p.m. with a St. Patrick’s Day-themed 
party to raise funds for the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation. The annual ShamRockin’ for 

a Cure, presented by Jon Baker Financial 
Group, will rock the stage at the Verizon 
Wireless Amphitheatre at Encore Park. 
Based in Alpharetta, ShamRockin’ For 
A Cure is a grass roots, volunteer-run 
organization dedicated to raising funds 
to find a cure for CF. All funds raised by 
ShamRockin’ For A Cure go directly to the 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. 

More than 1,100 revelers attended 
ShamRockin’ 2012 and raised $170,000. 
Event co-chairs Lara Dolan and Brian 
O’Reilly believe the fifth year will be the 
best yet. ShamRockin’ 2013 has a goal to 
raise $200,000 in one night for the Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation.

“ShamRockin’ has been the party on 
the Northside for the past few years and 
2013 promises to deliver again,” O’Reilly 
said. “Dancing the night away to 80’s 
music, great food and drink, entertainment 
and energy … that is what ShamRockin’ 
delivers. We have more VIP suites, new 
food vendors and more entertainment than 
ever before.”

This year’s event will sell out at 1,200 
tickets. For $85 per ticket, attendees will 
be welcomed by 98.8 The Bone’s radio 
host Axel Lowe. Attendees also will be 

 entertained by cover band HardCrush. 
Food will be provided by local Alpharetta 
restaurants such as SmokeJack BBQ, 
Hudson Grille, The Roswell Tap, Twisted 
Taco, Ray’s on the Creek, Village Taqueria, 
Dal Cuore Italian, Adele’s Cajun and others. 
All beverages are also included in the ticket 
price. The 2013 beverage sponsors are Deep 
Eddy Vodka, Strongbow Cider, Karma 
Tequila, Abita Beer, The Crusher Wines, 
Guinness Beer and Rockstar Energy Drink. 
Soft drinks are also available. 

ShamRockin’ attendees have the option 
to book a night at the hotel sponsor Hilton 
Garden Inn Atlanta at a discounted rate. 
Breakfast and shuttle service is included. 
Companies or large parties may purchase 
VIP areas including specialized admission, 
parking and bar areas. A silent and live 
auction will feature a trip to the American 
Music Awards, African Photo Safari Trip 
(with hotel accommodations and airline 
points), jewelry, restaurant experiences, 
home improvement and much more. Other 
ShamRockin’ sponsors include: Jim Ellis 
Audi Atlanta, Hope-Beckham Inc., Arrow 
Exterminating, JH Design & Color Studio, 
Alpharetta Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
Hilton Garden Inn, UPS, nTier Training 
and Points North Atlanta. Tickets are 
now available at shamrockinforacure.org. 
For more information on Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation, visit cff.org.
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Cooking 

101
Curious about what cooking 

classes have to offer, but afraid 

your remedial kitchen knowl-

edge won’t be up to scratch? 

everyone has to start somewhere, 

and Williams-Sonoma’s cook-

ing classes at North Point Mall in 

Alpharetta might just be the perfect 

place. Join Chef John Wilson as he 

guides an intimate group of aspir-

ing cooks through menus inspired 

by popular cookbooks and healthy 

trends. Wilson is a Culinary Institute 

of America graduate whose enthu-

siastic, patient demeanor makes 

it impossible to get lost or left 

behind. Follow along, take note of 

his expert advice and savor some 

delicious new dishes. You’ll even 

receive the recipes at the end of 

the evening. Classes cost $35 to 

$75 per person. This month’s class 

takes place Feb. 13; to reserve your 

space, call 678-393-0397.

— ellie Hensley 
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Join Our ShamRockin’ Army!
We’re looking for a few good men and women to join us on the committee for the 2015 
ShamRockin’ for a Cure.

Unquestionably the definitive St. Paddy’s Day Celebration in North Fulton, 
ShamRockin’ for a Cure is a premier party with a purpose where over 
1,400 attendees gather at Verizon Wireless Amphitheater to “eat, 
drink, and cure cystic fibrosis.”  With over 20 local restaurant 
and drink vendors, an incredible silent and live auction, 
and the best band in town; ShamRockin’ for a Cure 
packs more entertainment in one night than you can 
imagine!

Over the past six years, ShamRockin’ for a Cure 
has raised over $830,000 to help fund research 
for treatments and ultimately, a cure for 
cystic fibrosis. Each year, the ShamRockin’ 
committee enlists the support of corporate 
and individualdonors to help the Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation “add tomorrows” for the 
over 30,000 individuals living with cystic 
fibrosis in the United States.  

Let’s join together to save lives... 
even if it takes all night!  

JAKE & GAVIN
LIVE WITH CF



WHAT DO YOU DO AS AN ARMY MEMBER?
•	 You have FUN getting to know other soldiers in the fight against CF and make lifelong friends!
•	 You show up for monthly meetings to plan ShamRockin’ for a Cure. 
 Here are some upcoming meeting dates:
  - Sunday, September 21 
  - Sunday, October 19
  - Sunday, November 2
  - Sunday, November 16
•	 Join one of the Battalions and serve under the Battalion Chairs/Co-Chairs. Take look through 

the rest of this packet to learn more about the Battalions and the duties for each group. 
 The Battalions are as follows:
  - Silent Auction & Live Auction
  - Food & Beverage
  - Sponsorship
  - Logistics Support
•	 Attend AT LEAST one Momentum Meeting (4 will be planned throughout the year). These 

meetings motivate potential community, corporate and in-kind partners to join the fight against 
CF. They also inspire all ShamRockers to continue being strong soldiers fighting the disease!

•	 Sell tickets to ShamRockin’ for a Cure! Get your friends, family, and co-workers in on the fun by 
selling them a ticket to the best St. Paddy’s Day celebration in town!

•	 Help with event set-up and/or breakdown
 Choose one or choose all!
  - Set up: Friday, March 6 from 11AM - 4PM
  - Breakdown: Saturday, March 7 from 12AM - 2AM (immediately following 
   ShamRockin’ for a Cure)
  - Final Pick-Up of Items and Decor: Tuesday, March 10 from 10AM -3PM
•	 Attend the ShamRockin’ for a Cure - of course!
Contact us for questions about joining the ShamRockin’ Army!
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation
•	 Amy Alvarez, Senior Director of Development - aalvarez@cff.org
•	 Amanda Keuler, Logisitics Specialist - akeuler@cff.org

ShamRockin’ for a Cure Event Co-Chairs
•	 Pam Baker - bakereed@att.net
•	 Kathy Igou - kligou@georgiasown.org

ShamRockin’ for a Cure Battalion Lead Chairs
•	 Silent Auction and Live Auction Chairs:
 Barb and Darren Horvath - darren_horvath@comcast.net (Silent Auction)
 Jon Baker - jon@jbakeradvisor.com (Live Auction)
•	 Food & Beverage Chair: Lara Dolan - lara.dolan@comcast.net
•	 Sponsorship Chair: Brian O’Reilly - gboreilly@gmail.com
•	 Set-Up Coordinator Chair: Suzanne Starr - suzanne_starr@yahoo.com



Silent Auction Chair - Barb and Darren Horvath
•	 Serve as members of the ShamRockin’ for a Cure Board
•	 Manage and motivate committee members to secure items for silent auction (goal is 150 

items or more)
•	 Coordinate Auction Battalion meetings and send recap notes of action items
•	 Ensure all paperwork is properly completed and give updates to the committee on a 
 monthly basis
•	 Monitor solicited and received items to achieve a variety of items and price ranges
•	 Assist with the collection and storing of items received from volunteers and committee 

members
•	 Conduct monthly meetings with the CF Foundation to package items
•	 Work in collaboration with the CF Foundation on tracking of items, preparation of bid 

sheets, and descriptions 
•	 In collaboration with the CF Foundation, coordinate post event distribution systems 
 (suggested 3 days for pick up at a certain location, then items go to CF Foundation for  
 delivery)
•	 Oversee on-site setup and cleanup
•	 Train volunteer group on auction needs for night of bidding and checkout

Food & Beverage Chairs -  Lara Dolan (Lead Chair)/ Phil Mello, Beth Culloty, and
         Erica Pomerance (Co-Chairs)

•	 In collaboration with the CF Foundation, create in-kind sponsorship offering for all food 
and beverage vendors

•	 In collaboration with the CF Foundation, develop guidelines for each food  and beverage 
vendor

•	 Secure, solicit, and coordinate food vendors to donate a minimum of 600 servings each 
(goal is to have 20 restaurants participate in 2015)

•	 Secure and coordinate beer, wine and liquor donations
•	 Coordinate menu items among food vendors
•	 Secure certificate of insurance from each participating vendor naming host venue as  

additionally insured 
•	 In collaboration with the CF Foundation, coordinate daily liquor license
•	 Oversee day of set up for food vendors and bars
•	 In collaboration with the CF Foundation, schedule post follow-up meeting with all food 

and beverage vendors to secure recommitment



Live Auction/Bid for a Cure Chairs - Jon Baker (Lead Chair)/Jess Baker (Co-Chair)
•	 Lead chair serves as a member of the ShamRockin’ for a Cure Board
•	 Identify, solicit, and secure live auction items (with fair market value of at least $5,000 or 

more)
•	 Manage and motivate committee members to secure live auction items
•	 In collaboration with the CF Foundation, responsible for creating promotional e-blasts to 

create a buzz for items
•	 In collaboration with CF Foundation work on flow of live auction and Bid for a Cure 

during the program
•	 In collaboration with the CF Foundation, develop live auction booklet and day of 
 presentation
•	 In collaboration with the CF Foundation, assist with the securing of auctioneer
•	 Identify signage needs for live auction and Bid for a Cure (CF Foundation to print)

Corporate Sponsorship Chairs - Brian O’Reilly (Lead Chair)/John Carew (Co-Chair)
•	 Lead chair serves as a member of the ShamRockin’ for a Cure Board
•	 In collaboration with the CF Foundation, create two sponsorship cultivation events 

throughout the year that are donated in-kind
•	 Collaborate with CF Foundation and ShamRockin for a Cure Board to create sponsorship 

levels
•	 Monitor the number of sponsors in each business segment
•	 Coordinate Sponsorship Battalion meetings and send recap notes of action items
•	 Recommit and increase existing sponsor commitments
•	 Identify, solicit, and secure new corporate sponsors for ShamRockin’ for a Cure
•	 Motivate and manage committee members to solicit and secure Corporate Sponsors
•	 Work with committee members to follow up and close corporate sponsors
•	 In collaboration with the CF Foundation and committee, secure guest names for corporate 

sponsors to provide physical tickets for the event
•	 In collaboration with the CF Foundation, ensure corporate sponsors are properly 
 represented
•	 Coordinate collection of swag bag items from sponsors and facilitate the preparation of 

goodie bags



Momentum Chairs - Tom Murphy (Lead Chair)/Jimmy Pomerance (Co-Chair)
•	 Identify in-kind restaurant partners to host at least four Momentum Meetings from 
 October - February (free food, cash bar)
•	 Coordinate with the CF Foundation to send event emails to committee and “friends” of 

ShamRockin’ for a Cure”
•	 In collaboration with the CF Foundation, create agenda (run-of-show) for Momentum 

events - 1 mission moment is needed at each event
•	 Send follow-up thank you notes from ShamRockin’ for a Cure to all restaurant partners
•	 Motivate committee to sell tickets to ShamRockin’ for a Cure

Set-Up Coordinator Chair - Suzanne Starr
•	 Work with Event, Sponsorship and Auction Chair(s) to identify needs for set up
•	 Secure committee participation for ShamRockin’ for a Cure set up and breakdown (Friday, 

Saturday, Monday)
•	 Create “Sign Up Genius” that shows all set-up needs for Friday, Saturday and Monday
•	 Track, communicate with, and assign committee to set-up needs if they have not signed 

up for a task
•	 Serve as Chief Motivator for help on these important logistics needs at all committee 

meetings


