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If you are looking for a great win-win 
partnership in library programming, team 
up with your local Master Gardeners 
from University of Maryland Extension. 
That’s what we have done at the Ruth 
Enlow Library, and the arrangement is 
working quite well for us and for the 
Master Gardeners.  
 
“The partnership with the Ruth Enlow 
Library has been a wonderful 
opportunity to fulfill the educational 

outreach mission of the Master Gardener Program and University of Maryland 
Extension,” says coordinator Ashley Bodkins. “The partnership is perfect as the 
library is a great resource base for anyone who might want to further explore topics 
that we cover in class, provides a meeting space free of charge, and takes care of 
class advertising and registrations. I love partnering with the Ruth Enlow Library!” 

Planting Vegetable Gardens, Oakland Library, March 2013 

http://extension.umd.edu/garrett-county/home-gardening/garrett-master-gardeners
http://extension.umd.edu/garrett-county/home-gardening/garrett-master-gardeners


The Garrett County Master Gardeners complete 40 hours of education provided by the 
University of Maryland Extension Office to receive certification, and during that 
training they donate 40 hours of volunteer service in one year to projects in the county. 
In order to keep the title of Maryland Master Gardener, they must donate 20 hours of 
community service every year and attend 10 hours of continuing education. These 
requirements, along with the gardeners’ expertise and enthusiasm, fit perfectly with 
our programming initiatives.  
 
We began our partnership in 2013 and held three spring gardening classes at the 
Oakland Library, with a combined attendance of 58. Our topics included planning your 
vegetable garden, starting seeds, and container gardening.  This year we extend our 

programming to the Grantsville 
Library with a series of eight 
classes, which began in February 
and will continue through 
September. Participants are 
learning about herbs, tomato 
gardening, perennials, 
composting, raised bed 
gardening, and saving seeds. Five 
people attended the first class, 
and fifteen attended each of the 
next two classes. 

Seed Starting Basics, Oakland Library, January 2014. 



To accommodate folks who can’t attend the afternoon gardening classes, we are 
offering three evening classes in Oakland this year on April 30, May 21, and July 9. 
Topics will include herbs, vegetable gardening, and insects. 
 
Our celebration for National Seed Swap day on January 24 attracted 13 people, not 
bad for a winter day in the mountains. Our presenter talked about the art of seed 
saving, what types of seeds to save, and where to start if you are a beginner, and she 
gave a demonstration of how to make seed packets. 
 
This year we are fortunate to have adult programming funds from WMRL, so we are 
offering a $5 certificate to a local nursery to all attendees of the gardening series in 
Grantsville and Oakland, with a limit of one per person for the series. We are putting 
money back into the local economy and at the same time encouraging folks to pursue 
those gardening activities.  
 
If you have questions about arranging this kind of partnership, call Bonnie at 301-334-
3996, ext. 117 or email bonnie@relib.net. You can find information about the 
Maryland Master Gardeners at http://extension.umd.edu/mg.  
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