
Spring is in the 
air at George’s 
Creek library 

Reflections on Allegany County’s 
youngest branch, by Debbie 
Hartman, Branch Manager. 



Lefty Grove’s Trophy 
George’s Creek Regional Library has some really unique attributes, in 
addition to being known by three names: George’s Creek, 
Lonaconing, and Coney. We are the only branch with a designated 
teen room, an MVP Trophy wanted by the Hall of Fame, and we are 
very proud of the strong ties that we have with our community. Two 
of our most successful teen and children’s programs involve 
monetary help from our Friends Group and the George’s Creek area 
population. But, alas, at the end of the article you will see the one 
area where we are lacking. 

One of the most unique things about the George’s Creek branch is the Robert (Lefty) 
Grove MVP trophy. This is the only MVP trophy not in the Baseball Hall of Fame in 
Cooperstown, New York. They have an empty space saved for the trophy, but it will 
always have its home in Lonaconing. Bob (as the town people called him) knew that not 
everyone would be able to make the trip to New York to see the trophy. He wanted the 
people of Coney to enjoy it. We have had people from all over the country and even a 
few from overseas visit our library, just to see the trophy.  

Photo courtesy of WHILBR: http://www.whilbr.org/Lefty/index.aspx 
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Coney Campfires  
George’s Creek has hosted Coney Campfires since 
August 2003 when we first collaborated with 
local Boy Scout Troop #26 to have a campfire in 
the park behind the library and the event and 
partnership has continued ever since. This year 
marks our 11th Coney Campfire. The event is 
made possible thanks to community volunteers 
ranging from local DJ’s who keep the music 
flowing, to our teens who do face-painting and 
provide refreshments, to the scouts who do skits 
and have a flag retiring ceremony. The Allegany 
County Ali Ghan Shriner’s Scottish Bagpipers have 
opened the campfire for us every year since 
2003. We have had many talented singers and 
musicians of all ages from the local area take 
their turn at the microphone. It’s really nice to be 
part of something that is enjoyed by everyone 
young and old.  



A Space Just for Teens 
Several years ago we had a beneficiary leave us some money and we used it to change 
our quiet study area into a teen room.  A designer came in, drew up some plans, and 
we were off and running. The teens love having their own space to hang out in, and 
it’s nice having them in it. They have a soft couch, bean bag chairs, an elevated 
counter with bar stools to sit at, tables, chairs “with wheels,” board games, and a Wii 
gaming system. They are even allowed to have food in there, as long as they clean up 
after themselves. What’s not to like?! We can see them through the glass doors that 
are kept shut to keep the noise down. Even though there have been a few small 
problems with a handful of kids, some teens actually study or do homework. We feel 
the positive results of the room by far exceed the negatives.  



More Community Involvement 
With the help of Renee Mason and Joni Reed of the 
Allegany County Library System (ACLS) and Tiffany 
Santos of the local Art Council, we were able to host, 
“Brushes at the Branches.” Presented by Julie 
Shillingberg, a local artist and Coney native, the 
program was for children in grades 3-5 and every seat 
was filled! The Art Council supplied the materials and 
gave each child an art kit to keep. Our program was so 
successful we are planning on Julie doing a monthly art 
program in our branch beginning in the spring.   
 
For several months now we’ve had “Get Fit – Get 
Healthy” community group meet once a week in our 
branch. So far they have had an average of 6 to 15 
participants show up each week, during which time 
they exchange recipes and healthy tips and can weigh 
in if they want. We don’t actually do anything with the 
group but with any luck some of their healthy ways may 
rub off on us.  



Always Looking to Improve 
Okay, I promised to share the one area where we are lacking. It’s a book club. We have 
tried and tried to get a book group going, but it is a no-go. We had one started and 
one night we had a whopping three people show up. Unfortunately that is the most 
that ever showed. For now we have given up on the idea but who knows what the 
future might bring. After all, we have a beautiful Library, are considered the 
Community Center, and a teen hang-out. We think all of that combined has a nice ring 
to it.  

Visit George’s Creek Library: 76 Main Street, Lonaconing, MD or online: http://bit.ly/GCBranchTour  
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