
 

 

New Biosketch Format 

Coming for NIH Proposals 
 

 

This month, NIH will launch a second round of pilot tests of their new biosketch format for SBIR/STTR 

proposals. After a first round was conducted last year, the next round will involve more applications and 

will include surveys of both reviewers and applicants. 

 

According to an article in the NIH Extramural Nexus, the new format “emphasizes researcher 

accomplishments instead of just a list of publications. The primary focus of the new NIH biosketch will 

be the magnitude and significance of the scientific advances associated with a researcher’s discoveries 

and the specific role the researcher played in those findings. This change will help reviewers evaluate 

you not by where you’ve published or how many times, but instead by what you’ve accomplished.” 

 

The new format allows up to five pages for the entire biosketch, and researchers can describe up to five 

of their most significant scientific contributions, their influence on their scientific field, and any 

subsequent effects of those contributions on health or technology. “The new format also allows 

researchers to describe their specific role in those discoveries and to annotate their description with up 

to four publications. Additionally, researchers will be allowed to include a link to their complete list of 

publications in SciENcv or My Bibliography.”  

 

NIH will roll out the modified biosketch for all grant applications received for FY 2016 funding and 

beyond (which generally refers to applications submitted in early 2015). If you haven’t already given 

SciENcv a try, NIH suggests setting up your profile and testing it out now.  

 

Impact of Biosketch Pilot on Non-pilot Applications 

The pilot directly impacts applicants applying to a few Funding Opportunity Announcements (FOAs) 

(e.g., RFA-NR-15-001), but there is an immediate indirect impact to all applicants as well. According to 

NIH OER Communications Office, in order to accommodate the pilot applications, eRA has changed how 

itvsystematically validates the biosketch page limit for all applications. Specifically, a warning will fire if 

you submit a five-page biosketch and an error will fire if your biosketch is over 5 pages. Applicants to 

pilot FOAs can ignore the five-page warning, but everyone else should take action or risk post-

submission rejection of their applications. After your application moves forward to NIH staff, they will do 

a manual check of the biosketches in applications to FOAs not participating in the pilot. If your non-pilot 

FOA requires 4 pages, but you included 5 and ignored the warning, then your application may not be 

reviewed. 

  

As always, applicants must read and follow all FOA and application guide instructions – even those that 

aren’t enforced by electronic systems. 

 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-14-091.html
http://nexus.od.nih.gov/all/2014/05/22/changes-to-the-biosketch/?utm_source=nexus&utm_medium=email&utm_content=nihupdate&utm_campaign=may14
http://rbm.nih.gov/profile_project.htm
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK53595/
https://nexus.od.nih.gov/all/2013/11/20/test-drive-sciencv/
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-NR-15-001.html

