Northwoods Summer Faith Development Programming
Program Focus: Our second source: Words and deeds of prophetic women and men which challenge us to confront powers and structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming power of love.
Faith Claims: Our story would not be possible were it not for our ancestors, We swim in a stream that runs much deeper even than the Gulf Stream, the stream of our own heritage as well as of our own experiences. We are tied to both the past and to the future. We recognize that we are on a journey, together and alone, unique and timeless, both unceasingly new and old as thought.
And even in the darkest, most solitary places, we are not alone on her journey, not really—even when it feels like we are. We come from a long line of spiritual ancestors, with gifts to share with us. These gifts, in turn, we share with those who come after. 
Thus do we weave our lives together into a fabric strong enough to carry us all. We are looking for home and carried by so much love, expressed in ways that range from the gifts of our forbears to the grace of being held in beloved community to the wonders and humility we experience in the presence of that which is ultimate. 
Connecting Story to Action: The Programs
If there is one lesson to be learned in beloved community, it is this: We teach each other. Because we are interconnected, and because the threads of our life are common enough, we learn from each other's stories, and the stories we have to teach each other matter. In these programs, one of the goals is that people of all ages are invited to share what is uniquely theirs with each other, strengthening the bonds in the community as well as empowering all ages to speak their truth and find a place to stand together.

Children's Sunday Programming: “Everyday Prophets” 


Adults of the congregation are invited to come for one Sunday during the summer and share stories of their heroes, both personal and historical, with the children of the congregation. The goal would be for each adult to share one personal hero and one historical/mythical/literary here. The adult would share their personal story or connection as part of an opening circle and then do a lesson and activities around historical figures of their selection who “challenge us to confront powers and structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming power of love.” (Or vice versa.) Volunteers can work with me or experienced teachers to craft a lesson, doing as much or as little of the prep as they'd like, with most of attention paid to meeting various learning styles and developmental stages in the summer multiage classroom. The volunteers get to experience sharing an important part of who they are, and the children get to learn something about one of the“other grownups.” Preference goes to adults that aren't parents of young children or teachers.

Intergenerational Creative Project: “Icons and Altars”

For youth and adults who enjoy creative outlets, a weekly art station is set up in one of the larger rooms, with paint, scrapbook supplies, bookmaking supplies, stamps and magazines and all manner of oddities, as well as varying sizes of boxes and tins. Congregants will use these to create “reliquaries,” icons and altars, containing wisdom and gifts from their ancestors, literal and figurative. This invites the NUUC artists and creative community into the program, and the art created could be displayed in the Garden Room Gallery on Water Communion Sunday.

Adult Sunday Programming: “Modern Prophets: TED Talks to Change your Life”

Each week, the adults of the congregation are invited to learn more about a famous Unitarian, Universalist or Unitarian Universalist. This can be scaled, but my plan is to create a pdf that can be emailed out and put on the website, as well as hard copies the week before, for anyone who wants. If I find I won't have the time, I'll announce and publicize widely who will be discussed, and set up a calendar. Ask that anyone in attendance spend an hour or so learning about the person in question, and arrive with something to say and/or a thought-provoking quote to share from that individual, but not required for participation. Entirely lay-directed on Sundays.

Intergenerational Fellowship: Secret Pen Pals

(reprised form last year) Adults, youth and children who sign up to participate are paired up cross-generationally and will send each other letters over the summer under pen names. The letters are written from prompts that focus on sources of inspiration from people, real and fictional: What did you learn from your grandparent? What movie character changed the way you think about something? Alternate child-appropriate questions provided when called for. At the end of the summer, throw a party for the “big reveal.” Get a cake! And provide a craft or activity to engage the pairs in conversation and fellowship. Signups begin May 11!
