
An Enticing Selection of Common and Uncommon Plants . . . Friendly Service . . . Expert Advice
 

!" # $ % # & !& '(#%%)*+"$%

October - December 2013 - 1 - Garden Gazette

October - December 2013 John Christianson,  Editor

Ap!ause!
!"#$%&'($)#*&$ ("#)$'+##,-$ ("#$.#/($)#*&$ ("#)$0&##,$*.1$ ("#$ ("2&1$)#*&$ ("#)$
+#*,3$!"2'$ 2'$45("#&$6*(7&#8'$9*)$5:$#'(*;+2'"2.<$;#*7()$*.1$=2<5&$ 2.$57&$
921#-$95.1#&:7+$95&+1$5:$(&##'-$'"&7;'-$,#&#..2*+'$*.1$<&57.1$05=#&'>$!"#$
%&'($)#*&-$,+*.('$,7($57($&55('$(5$%.1$9*(#&$*.1$.7(&2(25.-$'5$2($'##?'$("#)$*&#$
'+##,2.<>$!"#$'#05.1$)#*&-$("#)$,7($57($?5&#$&55('$*.1$'5?#$(5,$<&59(">$!"#$
("2&1$)#*&-$("#)$,7($57($?5&#$&55('$*.1$*$?70"$<&#*(#&$'"59$5:$(5,$<&59(">$
@.+)$("#.$15$9#$A.59$("#)$*&#$#'(*;+2'"#1$*.1$"*,,)$<&592.<$2.$("#2&$59.$
+2((+#$,2#0#$5:$#*&(">$
B.1$'5$ 2($"*'$;##.$2.$ ("#$40C#*.$*.1$D#'($E5*1$E57.1*;57(>$F"2+#$ ("#$
E57.1*;57($2'$'(2++$?*(7&2.<$*.1$9#$"*=#$:7(7&#$,+*.'$:5&$?5&#$05+5&$G"5,2.<$
(5$ ,+*.($ 2($ 1#.'#+)$ #.57<"$ (5$ A##,$ ("#$ ("2'(+#'-$ '"5(9##1$ *.1$ 1*.1#+25.'$
:&5?$*,,#*&2.<$ #=#&)$)#*&$ *005&12.<$ (5$ ("#2&$ '0"#17+#1$ &57.1'H-$9#$"*=#$
;##.$*?*I#1$;)$("#$;57.(2:7+$<&59("$2.$'70"$*$'"5&($,#&251$5:$(2?#>$F"#.$
9#$ =5+7.(##&#1$ (5$ ,+*.($ *.1$ ?*2.(*2.$ ("2'$ :*&?+*.1J"#&2(*<#$ <*&1#.-$ 9#$
12'05=#&#1$.5($5.+)$("#$:&2#.1+2.#''$5:$KA*<2($L*++#)8'$05??7.2()$5:$:*&?#&'$
*.1$.#2<";5&'$;7($*+'5$("#$2?,5&(*.0#$5:$"5+12.<$5.$(5$("#$L*++#)8'$"2'(5&)>$
!"#&#$2'$"5&(207+(7&*+$"2'(5&)$92("$57&$0"520#$5:$,+*.('M$:*&?2.<$"2'(5&)$92("$
("#$15.*(25.'$5:$5+1$:*&?$#N72,?#.($:&5?$("#$!"7+#.'-$F)+2#'$*.1$C#O#;#&'M$
*.1$ (57&2'?$ "2'(5&)$92("$ (7+2,'$ :&5?$F*'"2.<(5.$ D7+;$ *112.<$ *112(25.*+$
;#*7()$ 17&2.<$ ("#$ KA*<2($ L*++#)$ !7+2,$ O#'(2=*+>$ F"#.$ K7#$ P"2++2,'$ (55A$
("#$%&'($,20(7&#$92("$Q5".$'(*.12.<$*?5.<$("#$:*&?$2?,+#?#.('$*.1$2.2(2*+$
,+*.(2.<'-$9#$ &#*++)$ "*1$ .5$ 21#*$9"*($ (5$ #/,#0($ ("#$ .#/($ :#9$ )#*&'>$ !"2'$
)#*&8'$,20(7&#$(*A#.$;)$R=#$D5#$'"59'$45("#&$6*(7&#8'$&7'"$(5$,5,7+*(#$*$
<&##.$*.1$,&5',#&57'$#*&(">$B.1$9#$*&#$'5$"*,,)$92("$("#$?*.)$,#&'5.*+$
05??#.('$ 5:$ *,,&#02*(25.$ :&5?$ ("5'#$ 9"5$ 7'#$ ("#$ E57.1*;57($ *.1$ *+'5$
:&5?$("#$9*=#'$*.1$"5.A'$:&5?$,#5,+#$9"5$'##$7'$9##12.<-$1#*1"#*12.<-$
9*(#&2.<$*.1$:##12.<$("#$,+*.('-$*'$("#)$'*2+$;)$92("$'?2+#'$5.$("#2&$:*0#'>$
@"-$*.1$("#$0"2+1&#.$2.$("#$'#05.1$,20(7&#$*&#$57&$59.$+2((+#$?*'(#&,2#0#'$
2.$(2?#S$57&$1*7<"(#&$R??*$*.1$57&$<&*.10"2+1&#.$40T5&?20A$U$4*#=#-$
65&*$*.1$V*.-$*++$5:$9"5?$"*=#$<&59.$05.'21#&*;+)$'2.0#$("#$<*&1#.$9*'$
,+*.(#1>$V.$:*0(-$65&*$9*'$)#($(5$;#$;5&.>$V($'#&=#'$7'$9#++$(5$*,,+*71$45("#&$
6*(7&#>$C2:#$2'$'5$=#&)$<551>

$ $!5.2$T"&2'(2*.'5.

John Christianson stands in the McLean and Best Road 
Roundabout, built in 2009 and adopted by the Nursery as 
a volunteer project for plantings and upkeep. (Photo by 
Sue Phillips, courtesy of La Conner Weekly News, 2010)

Now look at it! John and family stand amid lush growth. 
Roundabout work parties are the first Tuesday of each 
month. Call us at 360-466-3821 if you’d like to volunteer. 
(Photo by Eve Boe, 2013)
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Holiday  O#n House and Art ’s Alive!
 November 2nd & 3rd

Festivities fill Christianson’s on the first weekend in November: at least six local artists and their works, live music, an inspiring 
class, cheeses and apple cider served from our antique cider press. It’s our Holiday Open House with our gift store, Primrose, 
dressed up in special finery for the season and joining in Art’s Alive!, the celebration of the arts held throughout the La Conner 
area. Most of these events at Christianson’s are happening from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Primrose: Lo( in Wonderland
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Artist Appearances / Artwork on Display
Jim Warren, woodworker 
(Saturday)
Steve and Carol Bryant, driftwood and iron yard art 
(Saturday and Sunday)
Laura Campbell, wreaths 
(Saturday and Sunday)
Richard Nash, Northwest fine artist 
(Saturday and Sunday) 
Sharyn Sowell, paintings and hand-cut 
silhouettes (Saturday and Sunday)

Other Special Events
:,+<<S$ D#$ 2.',2&#1$ (5$ 1#'2<.$ 92.(#&W2.(#&#'($ 05.(*2.#&'$
92("$ J+%$0( -";/,&;$ 5.$ K*(7&1*)$ *($ \\$ *>?>
G'##$P*<#$Y$:5&$1#(*2+'H>

K*<"L"+'<(M+*;&,(=,"<<$*.1$9.$'(:,+;@$92++$,+*)$5+1W(2?#-$
T*X7.$*.1$;+7#<&*''$?7'20$GK*(7&1*)H>

N+8"<$( =+0( :$&&<&$ 5::#&'$ (*'(2.<'$ *.1$ ',#02*+()$
0"##'#'$:5&$'*+#$GK*(7&1*)H>

)66,&( L"/&;( +'/( $.8&8+/&( 8.,+<<&<( L..@"&<$
92++$ ;#$ 5::#&#1$ :&#'"$ :&5?$ 57&$ *.(2N7#$ 021#&$ ,&#''$
GK*(7&1*)H>



October - December 2013 - 3 - Garden Gazette

Christianson's Autumn & Winter Calendar
Shrubs & Trees for Fa8 & Winter

Saturday, October 12  11 a.m. – noon 
reservations required  class fee: $5

A glorious palette of colors and sensuous array of textures 
can delight you in the garden during fall and winter, and 
Ani Gurnee of Aulos Design has inspired ideas to help you 
make the most of the cool seasons. She’ll guide you with 
plant choices and pruning tips to enhance seasonal beauty.

Fa8 Color Walk
Sunday, October 20  1 – 2 p.m. 

reservations requested  complimentary
Join John Christianson to enjoy and learn about the 
fabulous fall colors of leaves and berries in our display 
gardens and at the 11-acre English Garden of La Conner 
Flats adjoining the Nursery.
Following the walk, plan to have High Tea at the Granary 
at La Conner Flats. This delightful tea features sandwiches, 
scones, fruit and dessert. Space is limited; call 360-840-
1163 for reservations ($24 per person).

Dramatic Designs: Winter Containe=
Saturday, November 2  11 a.m. – noon 

reservations required  class fee: $5
As part of our Art’s Alive! festival (see Page 2), Kathy 
Hirdler of Floribunda Designs will share her flair for artful 
plant combinations in a demonstration class on containers 
for winter display. Kathy will discuss design tips, plant and 
pot choices and ongoing care. Using colorful foliage, stems, 
berries and flowers, she will create two containers for a 
long seasonal show.

Conifer Walk with John Christianson
Saturday, November 9  1 – 2 p.m. 

reservations requested  complimentary
Needles, cones and awesome bark; majestic heights and 
sprawling ground covers: Conifers add so much variety 
to our year-round gardens. Join John Christianson to 
enjoy and learn about these great evergreens in our display 

To make your reservations for classes, please visit the 
Nursery or call us at 360-466-3821 or 1-800-585-8200

gardens and at the 11-acre English Garden of La Conner 
Flats adjoining the Nursery.
Following the walk, plan to have High Tea at the Granary 
at La Conner Flats. This delightful tea features sandwiches, 
scones, fruit and dessert. Space is limited; call 360-840-
1163 for reservations ($24 per person).

Bonsai for Beginne=
Sunday, November 10  1 – 2:30 p.m. 
reservations required  class fee: $5

Find out how easy it is to get started with bonsai with the 
help of Tori Lenze, longtime bonsai grower with the Mount 
Vernon Manor Bonsai Society. Tori will discuss the basics 
of pruning, wiring, repotting and the tools involved in 
creating a tree in miniature that has its own personality.

Gardening with Wet Soils
Saturday, November 16  11 a.m. – noon 

reservations required  class fee: $5

You may think of wet areas in your garden or country acreage 
as a problem, but they can be some of the most ornamental 
treasures and hospitable habitats of your property. Ani 
Gurnee of Aulos Design will share inspiration for plants, 
site preparation and maintenance, whether you would like 
to create the impression of a wandering water course, a 
meadow, a woodsy nook or a bed of perennials. 

Inde#ndent WreaF Making
December 1 - 24  9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

reservations required  complimentary

Beginning the Sunday after Thanksgiving, two wreath-
making machines will be available in our South Greenhouse 
every day. Wire rings and greenery are available for 
purchase, or you may bring your own. Invite your garden 
club, family and friends to enjoy a creative time together, 
spreading holiday cheer.

Swans and Snow Geese
Swans: Sunday, December 8  1 p.m. 

Snow geese: Saturday, December 14  11 a.m. 
reservations required  class fee: $5

Wildlife biologist Martha Jordan returns to Christianson’s 
to present her hugely popular talk about the trumpeter and 
tundra swans of the Skagit Valley, and this year she follows 
it up a week later with a presentation on the snow geese that 
also winter in the Valley. Make your reservations early!

Fresh Cider Pressing:  Come enjoy fresh cider from 
our antique press, Saturday, October 5, 12:30 - 2:00 p.m., 

during the Festival of Family Farms weekend.



360-466-3821 • 1-800-585-8200

Calhoun Rd.

From Bellingham: Take Exit 230. Go 5 miles west on Hwy. 20 to Best Road. 
Turn south, go 2 miles on Best Road.

From Everett: Take Exit 221. Go 8.5 miles west on Fir Island Road to Best 
Road. Continue north on Best Road; Nursery is 1 mile north of the intersection 
with Chilberg/Calhoun Road.

October - December Specials
October 1 – 17
Conifer Sale

tall and dwarf evergreens, including 
spruce, fir, cypress, pine, juniper

25% off

October 18 – 31
Hedging Sale

laurel, boxwood, photinia, Japanese holly, 
Leyland cypress, privet and arborvitae

25% off

November 1 – 30
Roses

end-of-season sale
hundreds of bushes from which to choose

50% off

November 1 – 14
Ground Covers

kinnickinnick, ivy, juniper, salal, 
Cotoneaster, Vinca, Pachysandra and 

Euonymous
25% off

Mark Your Calendars!
February 5 – 9, 2014

!20A#('$92++$;#$*=*2+*;+#$:5&$,7&0"*'#$2.$57&$^*&1#.$
K(5&#$'(*&(2.<$_#0#?;#&$\b>$T*++$(51*)$(5$&#'#&=#$
)57&$',5($5.$57&$O+59#&$D7'#'$"#*12.<$(5$("#$'"59$

5.$O#;&7*&)$b-$c$*.1$dM$ab`$,#&$,#&'5.$
G2.0+712.<$(20A#($(5$("#$'"59H>

November 15 – December 1
Camellias

winter- and spring-flowering Camellias 
in bud or bloom

1-gallon to 5-gallon sizes
20% off

December 2 – 31
Christmas Holly

traditional English holly plus many rare 
and uncommon varieties
1-gallon to 6-foot sizes

20% off
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Weekly Radio Broadcast
The Garden Show
Sunday Mornings
With John & Mike

AM 660 KAPS • 10:30 am

CLASSES & EVENTS
Saturday, October 5

Fresh Cider Pressing  12:30 – 2 p.m. 
during the Festival of Family Farms

Saturday, October 12
Shrubs & Trees for Fall & Winter  11 a.m.

Sunday, October 20
Fall Color Walk with John Christianson  1 p.m.
High Tea at the Granary, La Conner Flats 2 p.m.

Saturday, November 2
Dramatic Designs for Winter Containers 11 a.m.

Saturday, November 2 & 3 
Art’s Alive! and Holiday Open House

Saturday, November 9
Conifer Walk with John Christianson  1 p.m.

High Tea at the Granary, La Conner Flats 2 p.m.

Sunday, November 10
Bonsai for Beginners  1 p.m.

Saturday, November 16
Gardening with Wet Soils  11 a.m.

Saturday, November 30
Arrival of Father Christmas  10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Holiday Wreath Making  11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
18th Annual Holiday Tea  noon – 5 p.m.

December 1 – 24
Independent Wreath Making  9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Sunday, December 8
Swans of the Skagit  1 p.m.

Saturday, December 14
Snow Geese of the Skagit  11 a.m.


